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■:.---- - * STUDENT.* 

' ' * r/eel ttfv^ards ThTBology some b«nt. 

MEPHIBTOPHELES.f 

Theology, my Friend, to speak the truth, 

(For I would not mislead thee,) has its rubs. 

In it 'tis hard to avoid a treacherous path ; 

In it much deadly poison lies concealed 

Which scarcely can be known from the antidote. 

Yet even here, a leader to swear by 

Is wond*rous safe ; choose one, and close thine eyes. 

But above all, entrench thyself in words. 

This done, through words advance ; they are the gate 

Will lead thee safe to eertamty in her shrine. 

STUDENT. 
But am 1 not to look for sense in words ? 

MEPHIST.. 

'Tis well,— but need'st not much distress thyself : 
When the sense fails thee, foist another word 
Just at the moment j it will do as well. 
With words we can most gloriously dispute ; 
We can build systems :— Nothing like a word 
To pin thy faith upon ; for who can cheat 
A word of one tota ? 

* A young man who comes to consult Dt. Faust on the subject of choosinjr a pr«> 
f ess ion. 

t Satan, peisonating Dr. Kaust, in that learned professor's cap and gown.— 
Goethe'* Fautt. 
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TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND, 

WHOSE VIRTUE, IMPROVEMENT AND HAPPINESS 

MUST DEPEND 

NOT ON THE ANTIQUITY OR NATIONALITY,* 

BUT ON 

THE TRUTH 

OF THE RELIGION 

WHICH THEIR GREAT MAJORITY SHALL PROFESS ; 

THIS ATTEMPT TO SOFTEN THEIR PREJUDICES, 

AND TO LEAD THEM, 

WHETHER CATHOLICS OR PROTESTANTS, 

TO A FAIR AND INDEPENDENT EXAMINATION 

OF THE SUBJECT MOST INTIMATELY CONNECTED WITH 

THEIR UNION, 

AS BROTHERS AND FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN, 

IS INSCRIBED 

BY 

ONE WHO SINCERELY LOVES THEBl 



* The First Travels were dedicated to the People of Ireland as a 
Defence of their AndmU and National Faith. 
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THE EDITOR TO THE READERS. 



As the present work would certainly not have 
seen the light without the will of the Editor, 
he must take upon himself the responsibility of 
an author, and indulge that anxiety to prevent 
misunderstandings which seems the most ratio- 
nal destination of a preface. 

It is, however, to prevent one mistake in par- 
ticular that the Editor begs the Readers to stop 
for a moment at the threshold. Of the work 
itself, including Notes and Illustrations, they 
are left to judge in perfect freedom; but in 
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regard to the intentions of the EMitor^ those 
who shall think it worth their while to read the 
following pages, are most earnestly requested to 
believe that the present work is not published 
with a view to support any party of Christians 
against another. The Editor will not conceal 
that he is a member of the Church of England. 
By this declaration he means, that in public 
worship and the administration of the Sacra- 
ments, he joins with Christians who use the 
formularies, which in these kingdoms, have the 
sanction of Parliament. He means also that he 
agrees with the substance of the Theory of the 
Christian Revelation, which is contained in the 
Declaration called the Thirty-nine Articles. 
But as he has no distinct and precise idea of any 
being, either individual or collective, to which 
the name of Church of England applies, nor can 
he obtain, from those who oftenest use that 
name, any one consistent explanation, in which 
they all agree, of what is meant by it, the 
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IX 

Editor is anxious to warn his readers that, in 
regard to the subject of this work, he cannot 
admit the validity of arguments derived from 
any acts or decisions, designated as acts or deci- 
sions of the Church of England. 

It is true, that in former days, there was a con- 
vocation of the clergy : not that the clergy alone 
could ever have been, by a reflecting mind, re- 
garded as exclusively constituting the Church ; 
but there seems, for a time, to have been a kind 
of tacit acquiescence in their being considered as 
representing the Church, in the same manner as 
any civil community is represented by its ex- 
isting government. There is now a nominal 
Convocation of the clergy which has much less 
claim to that kind of representation. Under 
these circumstances the Editor feels perfectly 
justified in repeating his protest, that nothing 
whatever adduced as an argument on the aw- 
thnty of the Church of England^ can have any 
weight with him. No argumentum ad hominem 



itized by Google 



caui on that ground, be fairly objected to one 
who is not even acquainted with the existence 
of any definite acting body under the name and 
style of THE Church of England. 

This protest has been entered chiefly with a 
view to avoid mistakes on the subject of Fathers 
and Councils. It is not unirequently said that the 
Church of Englsuid receives the first four Grene- 
ral Councils, and the authority of the ancient 
Fathers. In a very able Pamphlet, which the 
Editor has before him (but which, belonging to 
a controversy which he would not revive, he 
will not quote more distinctly) it is said, for 
instance, that the Church of England "has dis- 
claimed in many solemn documents" certain 
views concerning the right of private judgment. 
" In the year 1571 (continues the Pamphlet) 
the following remarkable canon was sanctioned 
by a provindal Synod, and confirmed by the 
queen. * Let preachers above all things be 
careful, that they never teach aught in a sermon. 
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(0 be rdigiously held or believed by the people, 
^oept that which is agreeable to the doctrine of 
the Old or New Testament; and which the 
Catholic Fathers and ancient Bishops have 
collected from that very doctrine.' " Now, 
unless it may be proved that any ^^provindal 
Synod and the Queen" or King for the time 
beings are the Church of England, or that a 
Synod and Queen who were in being two hun- 
dred and fifty years ago, are to be regarded, till 
their declarations shall be formally repealed 
(aobody knows by whom) as constituting the 
Church of England in the present day and for 
ever ; it is quite incomprehensible how sudi a 
declaration can be adduced as an argument for 
(ff against any theological opinion* 

Whether some individuals qualified by law to 
call themselves mem^s of the Church of Eng- 
landj have admitted the authority of the ancient 
Fathers, and what period of time they have 
expressed by the word ancient, is a matter ad- 
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mitting of proof or disproof. If the law had 
incorporated a body of men to act in the name of 
all the individual members of the Church of 
England, the decisions of that body might be 
called the opinions of every individual who con-^ 
tinned to call himself a member of that Church, 
But, without this, it is idle to attribute to the 
Church of England^ i. e. to the mass of those in- 
dividuals who profess to be members of that 
Church, any opinion or practice which is not 
required by law in order to enjoy the privileges 
of such members. It may be a fact, not only 
^t Queen Elizabeth and the English Bishops 
then living, but also every clergyman and lay^ 
man of the Church of England at that time, 
held the above declaration as their own. Yet, 
how could this prove that the present members 
of the Church of England hold the same opi- 
nion ? When did such members^ declare this, 
or bind themselves to break off from communion 
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with each other in case they should believe 
cAerwise? 

It is the same in regard to the Canon about 
the first four General Councils. The authors 
of that Canon wished those Councils to be a rule 
oi fidth. But are the authors of those Canons 
the Church of England for ever? What the 
present individual members of the Church of 
England tbink of those Councils, is their own 
private concern. One of the most eminent 
members of the English Church, Burnet, in his 
work on the Thirty Nine Articles, openly de- 
nies, and undertakes to disprove that there ever 
was any one General Council. But, what the 
CkuTch of England thinks, at present, of the 
Councils in question cannot be known unless 
some one attempts to collect the votes of \\^ 
members. 

Some suggestions wiU be found in the follow- 
ing work, respecting the necessity of such an or- 
ganization of the individual Christians, who coU 
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ledively and abstradedfyy are called the Clitirck 
of England, as might afford means of ascertain- 
ing the existing views of their majority ; or of 
those to whom the majority m^ht be willing to 
entrust the settling of the terms of commimion. 
While things remain in their present states 
nothing but what is literally contained in the 
leffal formularies o( the Church of England, can 
be fairly taken as the opinion of every <me of 
its members. 

The Editor mustnow take leave of the Reader 
by declaring that, the work which is h^e fadd 
before the public has religious TRUTk, and 
nothing else for its object Every one knows 
that to fight the battles of one particular Church 
or dencmiination, is the best means of recom- 
mending a book of controversy. But success or 
failure, not connected with the interests of pure 
Christianity, is in the present case a nmtter of 
comparative indifference. 
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SECOND TRAVELS 



IRISH GENTLEMAN 



SEARCH OF A RELIGION- 



CHAPTER I. 

Preliminary Statement — Retrospect on the former Work. — 
Avowal of Plrejudices. — Fashionable Opinions on the first 
Travels. — True state of the Author's mind when writing 
the former account of himself. — Introduction to a Catholic 
Family. — Father Sohan and his means of annoyance. — 
Infallibility, Magnetism, and Fashion. — Hopeless Love. — 
Priestly intrigue : Doubts about confession. — Forced retreat 
— Determination to visit Rome. 

Before I commence the narrative of what I 
may call, my second theological expedition, I 
must guard against the notion that I wish to 
'P^ff the two Volumes, in which I have laid 
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before the public the occasion, circumstances, 
and result of my first Travels in Search of a 
Religion. I confess that I shall not be sorry 
if the two narratives are compared. But as it 
would be unfair, in regard to those who may be 
inclined to read the present work, to make it 
unintelligible without a perusal of the former, 
I shall, as briefly as possible, state what is 
absolutely necessary to make this narrative com- 
plete in itself. 

The readers of my first two Volumes will 
allow me to repeat the following facts : 

When the " Catholic Relief Bill" received 
the royal assent, I was residing in Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, where I had already taken a 
degree. For some time previous to the passing 
of the Bill I had wished to find Protestantism 
true. I am now rather ashamed of the motive 
which had thus biassed my mind. A lady whom 
I did not, could not love, had given me to un- 
derstand that her hand, and a good Living were 
ready for me, if I became a Protestant 

The difficulties of such a situation may be 
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easily conceived. The attraction of two thou- 
sand a year was powerful; but the repulsion of 
a disagreeable person much older than myself, 
was by no means slight. The large and myste- 
rious number 2000 pointed towards Protestant- 
ism ; but the number 35, though comparatively 
small, seemed to nail me to St. Peter's chair. 
It was in this state of perplexity that I began 
my OOTitroversial studies. If any of my readers 
has had the misfortune of being involved in a 
flirtation in which he feared to succeed, but 
which he had not the resolution to give up, he 
may form some notion of my uneasiness. It 
might be said that I was carrying on two in- 
^ig^es of this kind in one breath. I had a 
m(»'tal fear of Miss with whom, how- 
ever, I kept up a correspondence in prose and 
verse. Though in love with Popery, and ac- 
customed from my childhood to consider it as 
chiefly contained in the writings of the Fathers, 
I made those very writings the rendezvous where 
I was to pay my regular courtship to Protest- 
antbm. My feelings seemed to be carrying on a 
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game at cross purposes. Instead of collecting 
and weighing the reasons which impelled such 
a considerable portion of the European intellect 
to snap the bonds of habits which time and ve- 
neration had invested with unapproachaUe awe, 
I was exclusively employed in raking together 
all the scandal which the most bitter spirit of 
controversy ever spread against the Reformers. 
My instinctive aversion to Protestantism had 
induced me to make the Fathers umpires in the 
important question of religion ; and yet a secret 
penchant to the living of Ballymudragget, made 
me guilty of disclosing to Miss the sen- 
sibility of those vencK^ble personages to the 
charms of a pretty figure, and "how know- 
ingly they could express the perfections of a 
well-fitted gown."* Though I could not disco- 
ver any attractions of that kind in Miss ; 

yet an old propensity to tickle the ears of la- 
dies with pretty phrases, betrayed me into the 
strange amusement of mincing passs^es of St. 

* Travels of an Irish Gent. Vol. I. p. 25. 
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Chrysostom into gay anacreontics for Miss 

— 's Album. 

As I am determined to make a more full and 
perfect confession to the public, than I ever 

committed to the keeping of Father O'H 

I shall take this opportunity of stating that in 
spite of that high tone of independance which 
I took as soon as the Catholic Relief Bill deli- ' 
vered me from the fear of man, on the subject 
of religion ; the complete restoration of my fel- 
bw Catholics to their political rights, did not 
set my mind free from the thraldom in which I 
I had grown up. I was aware that many sin- 
cere Catholics had entertained strong fears that 
when emancipation should remove the shame of 
quitting a struggling party, their ranks would be 
thinned by desertion. I could not doubt, there- 
fore, that the resentment which such changes 
never fail to raise, would not be less now than 
before the readmission of the Catholics to all 
the privileges of British subjects. There was 
indeed more of boasting than real courage in 
the exclamation recorded in the first chapter of 
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my first narrative : " Thank God ! I may now, 
if I like, turn Protestant." 

And why indeed, should I have conceived 
my attempt to convince myself of the advan- 
tage of Protestantism above Popery, as likely 
to succeed? I have already let out so much of 
the state of my mind at that period, as to have 
compared myself to Sir Godfrey Kneller ; who 
having dreamt that he was knocking at the 
gates of heaven, and that he candidly acquaint- 
ed St Peter, with his indifference in regard to 
all religious denominations, found himself ad- 
mitted to choose his seat where he pleased.* — 
I am now thoroughly convinced that I was not 
able totally to conceal the real state of my feel- 
ings, while I wrote my previous Travels ; for 
I hear from all quarters, that among the Lon- 
don readers of fashion, not one ever suspected 
me of writing from religious conviction. All 
have agreed that the work was written by a man 
who did not believe any form of Christianity to 

* Travels of an Irish Gent. Vol. L chap. 2. 
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be true. They declare, that if the work had 
been written by a sincere believer in the Gos- 
pel, it would not contain all the arguments of 
the German Rationalists in the manner most 
calculated to persuade a great multitude of un- 
instructed readers, not indeed to become Papists, 
but to think the whole of Christianity a bble. 

It is not, however, quite true, that when I 
wrote my work, I was totally deficient in a sense 
of religion. I declared in the first Volume, that 
" I had by nature, very strong devotional feel- 
ings." I have always wished some religion to be 
trae; and during the studies which produced 
my former volumes, habit and early affection 
made me so far a real Papist, that I felt assured, 
if a man was to sacrifice his reason, and believe 
at all, he could do nothing better for his quiet, 
than to put himself voluntarily under the pupil- 
age of the Church of Rome. Thus did I feel, 
in regard to myself. I need scarcely add, that 
in r^ard to the multitude, especially in my na- 
tive country, I wished them with all my heart 
under the control of the Priesthood. Let it be 
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understood therefore, ( till I can explain my- 
self more fiilly) that I wrote under that kind 
of conviction, which many eminent Roman Ca- 
tholics, both divines and laymen entertain. — <• 
They are aware, that the system of the Church 
of Rome is built upon the more than question- 
able principle of infallibility, that legal fiction 
( for so it may be properly called) which, like 
the principle that the King can do no wrong, is 
most useful in practice. Such belief, however 
theoretical, protects the Church from disputes, 
contention, and the numerous dangers which 
arise from granting to every man the ri^t of 
judging for himself. But enough of this for 
the present. 

The rest of this preliminary statement may 
now be reduced to a few words. I surrounded 
myself with the formidable folios of the ec- 
clesiastical writers called Fathers. I there 
searched for Protestantism, but found Popery. 
I travelled to Germany, the country of Luther. 
In Germany, however, I met witli nothing but 
indifference and infidelity. My religious and 
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political prejudices were now completely let 
loose. I settled therefore, with myself, that 
Protestantkm was the cause of all the moral 
evils which have existed since the time of the 
Reformation ; and concluded, that the only safe 
course in religious matters, is to commit our 
understanding to the care of the Church of 
Rome, and allow no man, except the few whom 
the supreme government of that Church shall 
autliorize, to meddle with Creeds and articles of 
Faith,-^My will having now gsdned the mas- 
tery over my intellect^ I determined to recom* 
mend and support this in&llible method of put- 
ting an end to all quarrels and contentions on 
religious subjects. My second volume con- 
cluded with this animated address, to that su- 
preme Regulator of the human intellect, before 
which I wished mankind to prostrate themselves: 
<^ Hail then, to thee, thou only true Church 
which art alone the way of Life, and in whose 
tabernacle alone there is shelter from all this 
confusion of tongues. In the shadow of thy 
sacred Mysteries, let my soul henceforth re- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



10 

pose^ remote alike from the infidel who scotk 
at their darkness, and the rash believer who 
vainly would pry into its recesses, saying to both, 
in the language of St Augustine, ^Do you 
reason, while I wonder; do you dispute, while 
I shall believe, and beholding the heights of 
Divine Power, forbear to approach its depths ?' 

I have already explained how far the expres- 
si<Mi of this feeling was sincere. 

But the prospect of this glorious repose of 
the human mind, was doomed to be clouded 

soon after my return to Ireland. Miss 

bad given me up in despair. As the Parson of 
Ballymudragget, on his recovery from the ill- 
ness, whence my hopes and temptations arose, 
seemed to have changed from an incumbent into 
an undying incubus^ the lady thought it not 
convenient to wait, and had bestowed her hand 
(m a Methodist Minister, for whose sake she 
deserted the Established Church. Free from 
disturbance on that side, I felt elated in no small 
degree, with the increase of importance which 
my work against Protestantism had given me 
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among the Irish Catholics. The Clergy, whose 
battles I had fought, petted me to the utmost of 
their power. All highly devout ladies wished 
for my acquaintance, and there was scarcely a 
Nunnery within forty miles of my residence, 
which I was not compelled to visit : — such was 
the kind urgency of the good Mother Abbesses, 
to make me contribute to the edification of their 
tender flocks. 

During this intoxicating popularity, a femily 
with whose members I had been intimate in my 
boyhood, but where ( from circumstances which 
I need not state) I had not visited for many 
years, invited me to renew and cultivate our old 
friendship. 

The family ( one of the most respectable and 
wealthy among the Catholics of Ireland) was 
now reduced to a widow lady, ( Mrs. Cusiack) 
her son ( a naval officer, who had been at sea 
for a long time) and an only daughter. Oh 
that I could mention her with the indifference 

that I introduced Miss in my preceding 

narrative ! 
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My introduction at Mrs. Cusiack's, occasioned 
a gradual change in my habits of life. My 
reading at College, had confined me rather too 
much to my rooms and to the company of a few 
retired students. Mrs. Cusiack and her daugh- 
ter gave me the first taste of that exquisite 
pleasure, which refined minds experience in the 
friendly intercourse of virtuous and enlightened 
females. It is not only youth and beauty that 
give a charm to the female sex. Before we 
arrive at the age when we first experience im- 
passioned love, nature has attached us to a 
mother : — has cherished our heart's affections in 
the arms, and in the company of females, whom 
she has mysteriously covered with a veil of 
sanctity, quite impervious to passion. Low and 
brutish indeed, must that man be, who in after- 
life cannot feel a similar kind of affection for 
females, who remind him of those to whom he 
owed the happiness of his earliest years ! 

Mrs. Cusiack and her daughter seemed at 
once to restore me to the domestic enjoyments 
of my earliest days. I had lost both my mother 
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and an only sister. Heaven appeared now to 
liave granted me a direct compensation for my 
loss. Mrs. Cusiack bad passed the meridian of 
life. It was evident that she had never been 
beautifiil, yet her face must have always ex- 
pressed the mixture of kindness and intelligence 
which, when mantling a set of not irregular fea- 
tures, continues to improve even to the farthest 
limits of mature and even old age. Shall I be 
aocQsed of blind partiality if I add that she 
possessed in a high degree that friendliness, that 
social glow, so peculiar to the /mA, which gives 
life and expression to their manners, and which 
captivates more eiSectually than even beauty 
and accomplishments ? Such were the unfading 
charms of the mother. To all these attractive 
qualities the daughter joined youth and beauty : 
—a beauty so intelligent, so unconscious, so 
mild, so modest, so beaming with benevolence, 
that one might think the external form had been 
shaped out by the unfolding of the powers and 
feelings of the spirit within it If, in the style 
of novel writers, I were to say, such was Rose 
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Cuftiack, I should deceive my readers. Scarcely 
could a Reynolds or a Lawrence paint her. — 
How then could words describe her ? 

The reader will naturally expect to find me 
directly in love with her; but it was not so. 
There is a kind of female beauty, which, at the 
first approach, seems rather made for a kind of 
admiring attachment, than for impassioned love. 
And yet there was no mixture of cold respect 
in the feeling with which I began to improve 
the acquaintance of Rose Cusiack. I delighted 
in her company ; her conversation was music to 
my soul. I would have made myself a slave for 
life, if her happiness depended upon it. All 
this I felt, and yet had any one asked whether 
I was in love with her, the question would have 
sounded to me absurd. I, in love with Rose 
Cusiack ! 

« It were all one 

That I should love a bright particular star, 

And think to woo it" 

Besides that halo of heavenly purity which 
seemed to place Rose in a sphere above the aspi- 
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radons of man, there was a circumstance that 
would quench the first spark of affection leading 
to a matrimonial imion. Rose Cusiack was about 
to take the veiL Her mother was visibly grieved 
at this resolution, but had resigned herself to the 
sacrifice. ^^ Heaven (she said) who had lent her 
this treasure, had a right to it, prior and much 
higher than her own." 

The religious ceremony which was to confine 

Rose Cusiack to the nunnery of was 

to take place the summer after the Christmas 
holidays, when I was introduced to Mrs. Cu- 
siack. It is true that the act of taking the veil 
does not religiously bind the novice to a perpe- 
tual renunciation of liberty. But the force of 
public opinion, which condemns a return to the 
world as a desertion from the service of God, is 
nearly as powerful as that of the solemn vows af- 
ter which to give up the monastic life, is sacrilege. 

In this state of things it would have been dif- 
ficult for any other young man to find the wel- 
come and encouragement with which I was re- 
ceived at the Cusiacks. But my work against Pro- 
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testantism had given me something like a theo- 
logical character. Suggestions had indeed been 
thrown out by my late Father's intimate friend. 

Bishop Mac N ^ that by my taking orders I 

might be a pillar of strength in the Catholic sanc- 
tuary. The idea was not quite disagreeable to 
mC) but I did not like to take such a step hastily. 
Such of my readers as have not forgotten the 
kind of belief which I had in Christianity and 
in my own churcli, will smile at the notion of 
my becoming a priest In this, however, there 
is no inconsistency. I know beyond doubt that 
there have been Cathqlics who feared taking 
orders while they were believers, and who re- 
solved to become priests as soon as they had 
settled in their minds that Christianity is nothing 
but a useful political contrivance. While they 
were believers they naturally hesitated to bur- 
den themselves with the dudes, and fetter them- 
selves with the restrictions which burden a Ca- 
tholic priest But now, free from conscientious 
scruples, they felt assured that policy against 
policy was fair play. My state, however, was 
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fer more akin to sincerity. But, whatever my 
final determination might be, I was treated with 
the most marked kindness and deference by the 
Catholic clergy. 

. There was nevertheless, an individual of that 
body who could hardly conceal his reluctance to 
treat me with the civility which his brethren 
usually showed me. This was Father Sohan, a 
Carmelite, the confessor of both Mrs. and Miss 
Cusiack. His studies abroad, and the extensive 
knowledge of the world, which a long residence 
at Rome, enjoying intercourse with the higher 
classes, had given him, made him a man of 
great consequence among the Irish Catholics; 
and no one doubted that, on the first vacancy, 
he would be made a Bishop. He was a good 
looking man, between forty and fifty years, 
naturally fiery and stern, yet having such a 
command over his feelings that, to one who 
knew him well, a sudden placidity of manner, 
attended with an equable flow of the most tem- 
perate language, would have been the infallible 
sign that bis violent passions were roused into 

c 
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fiill activity. Rumours, not fgivorable to his 
respect for one of his vows, had been afloat. — 
But the cloak of charity, always ready to be 
thrown over a Priest on such occasions, had 
skreened him. People of all classes are in- 
stinctively aware, that in almost every thing, 
there is a balance of evil and good. The Church 
reaps the greatest advantages from the celibacy 
of the clergy. That morals suffer very fre- 
quently, is well known to all, and especially 
to the clergy themselves. But let a few years 
pass, and the stumbling young priest, helped 
by the charity of his flock, becomes tolerably 
steady. After all, cela vient avec Fdffe; and 
indeed, ^t sixty, their conduct is generally ex- 
emplary. 

It was quite clear that Father Sohan was still 
out at sea, and far away from the tranquil haven 
of three score. But the most scrutinizing eye 
could not discover the slightest fault in his pub- 
lic conduct 

That he showed the most parental attachment 
to Miss Cusiack was natural and fully expected. 
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He had begotten that pure soul to the cloister. 
It was he who had gradually turned her views 
away from this present life. It was he who had 
most ably managed a mind naturally bold and 
ardent, and pointed its enthusiasm to heaven. 
As nature had cast her soul in a similar mould 
to that which produced a St Theresa, he made 
her acquainted with the works of that charming 
enthusiast St. Theresa's life written by herself, 
which would raise a painful sympathy in most 
readers, only waked the ardour of our religious 
heroine. Father Sohan with equal adroitness 
had overcome the strong reluctance of a wi- 
dowed mother, whose health was weak and de- 
clining, to renounce the last remnant of earthly 
happiness in parting with one who was the joy 
of her heart 

Nor could I, when I began to frequent the 
house, find fault with this conduct 

It was indeed the priest's bounden duty to 
promote the interests of the Church with a total 
disregard of worldly considerations. My first 
dislike (and, shall I say suspicion ?) arose from 
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my sure though slow perception of the bitter 
jealousy of myself, which Father Sohan's dissi- 
mulation could not totally suppress. The occa- 
sion of my becoming aware of Father Sohan's 
dislike to me, was my undertaking to assist Miss 
Cusiack in learning to read German. During 
my residence near Professor Stratchenback,* 
I had acquired such a knowledge of the lan- 
guage of Germany that I could read the most 
abstruse and mystical books in it with ease. 
As I had chosen Roman Catholic writers to 
teach my young friend, there could be no plau- 
sible objection on the score of orthodoxy. The 
eagerness of my pupil was, besides, too ardent 
to be opposed ; and Father Sohan knew the hu- 
man heart too well to venture his authority and 
controul beyond certain limits. My lovely pu- 
pil, whose gentleness of heart, was quite hea- 
venly, had a sense of mental dignity, which, 
if injudiciously opposed, would render her per- 
fectly fearless. She might die of the pain which 

* See Vol. II. 
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the necessity of resisting would give her ; but 
she would die resolutely sooner than submit to 
tyranny. 

Father Sohan's means of disturbing our Ger- 
man studies, and in general my conversations 
with Rose, though indirect, were too effectual 
not to give me considerable annoyance. He 
was unusually assiduous in his attendance on 
both mother and daughter. He dined at Mrs. 
Cusiack's almost daily. But his most powerful 
instrument of annoyance to me was the confes- 
sional. It was there that he could, by artful 
questions, make Mrs. Cusiack uneasy in regard 
to my intimacy in the house. Fortunately the 
good lady's heart nourished a kind of hopeless 
longing that her daughter might give up the 
idea of taking the veiL Against this sunken 
rock the priest's insinuations were constantly 
dashed to pieces. He had it more in his power 
to rob me of the enjoyment which I had 
in conversing and sitting near Rose Cusiack. 
The works of penance imposed on the innocent 
girl encreased almost in proportion to the growth 
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of her innocence and virtues. The days of re- 
tirement for reKgious exercises were multiplied* 
Besides the reading of the office for the day, the 
recital of the Rosary, and occasionally that of 
the office of the Virgin Mary, she had some- 
times to repeat the Penitential Psalms. With 
a simplicity, which had something of archness 
and playfulness, she used to tell me all her spi- 
ritual burdens when she excused herself for 
not attending at the hour of our German lesson. 
Her spiritual tasks appeared to me (though I 
never was so determined a Catholic as at that 
period) quite dangerous to the health and 
spirits. 

Nettled by these frequent disappointments, 
and tracing them to an individual priest, I con- 
fess that my reverence for the legal- fiction of 
church infallibility was very much disturbed. 
To make a fiction (said I to myself) the founda- 
tion, or rather the boundary of a political sys- 
tem ; to fix a point where constitutional questions 
must stop, is not only expedient but necessary. 
In every civil society there must be a supreme 
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and Jmal authority : otherwise it would be im- 
possible to preserve order, which is of the very 
essence of society. But order and good govern- 
ment are things capable of degrees. Not so 
Trvthf which is the very soul of the Christian 
religion. If the legitimate object of a Church 
were merely to keep Christians quiet together, 
a contrivance which should produce that effect, 
would be as allowable as the contrivances or con- 
stitutional fictions which prevent the firequent 
recurrence of revolutions. But, even on this 
supposition, there is a diflSculty which almost 
nullifies the contrivance. I recollect to have 
Heard some one comparing the universal and 
in&llible church to magnetism and to fashion. 
Both these powers are felt every where; but, 
seek for their source, endeavour to find the pole 
of the one, and the judgment seat of the other, 
and they vanish away like visions. The needle 
turns listlessly in any direction just when we 
imagined we were near to that one attraction 
wlilch fixed it in the remotest regions. Fashion^ 
which leads the world, abides no where. The 
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very models of fashionable life do not know 
whence they derive the rules which they give 
to others, and which they themselves do not 
dare to break. It happens exactly so with the 
Church to which I have devoted myself. Priests, 
who exercise a most effectual authority, I do 
find all over the world. They are obeyed for 
the sake of the infallible Church, they are feared 
on account of the infallible Church. They keep 
kingdoms in subjection, and, under certain cir- 
cumstances, they check the progress, and sub- 
due the will of millions. Yet this power is not 
their own. Fallible men would not be allowed 
to wield it. We must derive their authority 
from the Church. We must identify it with 
a divine authority residing somewhere. But 
where is this supernatural shrine of divine 
truth ? Roman Catholic divines cannot answer 
a question upon which they are not agreed. 
Convinced, however, that if I gave way to such 
difficulties, I should break for ever the mental 
repose which I had enjoyed since I determined 
to defend the Church, whether I knew her or 
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not, I turned my thoughts to another subject, 
and made up my mind to endure the tyranny 
and impertinence of Father Sohan. 

Would that I had been able to quiet my 
Iieart as easily as, at that time, I could quiet 
my head. But love had stolen upon me so 
sofdy that I felt myself totally subdued before I 
was aware of any danger. Existence seemed a 
burden to me all the time that I was not near 
Rose Cusiack. And yet how short was that en- 
joyment compared with the hours which, owing 
to her religious employments, I was forced to 
pass in her absence ! Necessarily separated from 
W I found some consolation in the company of 
her mother. Habit and her affectionate disposi- 
tion attached her to me as if I had been her son. 
I loved her with filial devotion. On whatever 
topic we touched, Rose was sure to occupy the 
greatest part of our conversation. How then 
could I disguise the state of my heart ? Impos- 
sible. The affectionate mother, whose fear of 
offending heaven, had extorted her consent to 
part with her dearest, her only treasure, could 
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not fidl to perceive the struggle which I wished 
to conceal within my breast Had Mrs, Cu- 
siack been silent, had she not unlocked my 
heart, and let hope breathe upon the fire which 
was there compressed and smouldering, my af- 
fection would never have blazed up into a flame. 
But her maternal love was too strong for her re- 
ligious feelings. She perceived that her daugh- 
ter was fading under an exhausting course of 
ascetic practices. She had seen young nuns 
waste away in a few years, the willing victims 
of their ardent piety, and her heart shrunk before 
the picture of her lovely daughter, reduced to 
a similar state. With a deep sigh, and pressing 
my right hand with one of her'is, while the other 
stopt the tears which the effort she was making 
forced out " Mr. M. (she said) may God forgive 
me, if in the anguish of my heart, I should 
say anything contrary to the faith of the Catho- 
lic Church. But I may safely venture to en- 
trust you with feelings which the austerity of 
Father Sohan constantly scares back into my 
breast, just at the moment when I am about to 
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utter them. You have defended our holy faith, 
and you know more divinity than most of the 
priests themselves. You will correct me if (as 
I so^ct) there should be some dangerous error 
in what I am about to say. — Is there any sound 
foundation for the practice of binding young 
females so fast with vows, and (where the 
Government is Catholic) by laws and penalties ? 
That virginity is praised by St Paul, I well 
know. But why must the resolution of a young 
female to devote herself to God, be taken ad- 
vantage of, so that if in future she should be- 
come unhappy in a Convent, the whole world 
(I mean the Catholic world) must rise against 
her, fill her mind with the most horrible ideas of 
sacrilege, and (where Protestant laws do not 
oppose violence) keep her a prisoner by force ? 
It seems to me — (sobbing stopt her) I was 
going to say cruel, merciless! But God for- 
give me !" 

Who could have believed that my theolo- 
gical courage would quail, especially upon a 
point which I had so well proved from the Fa- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



28 

thers ?* And yet it was so. A train of doubts 
crossed my mind while I was trying to begin an 
answer ; a deep fear of dishonesty confused my 
recollection of the arguments which Church po- 
licy has accumulated on this point In this 
hurry and trepidation of my mind, it could see 
nothing but objections to the practice of the 
Church. I recollected that virgins were con- 
secrated to God at a very early period : that the 
Fathers reproved them for marrying. But no 
compulsion was used until the civil government 
came to the assistance of the clergy, with pains 
and penalties. Probably the first idea of com- 

* The Traveller should have examined the Fathers, either 
more impartially or more carefully. Did he never see a moat 
indecent letter of Cyprian, relating to the consecrated virgins ? 
It is the eleventh of the first book. (Ed. Basil, 1558.) That 
letter which abounds in passages, showing the profligacy which, 
at so early a period of the Church, existed under the doak of 
sanctity, contains the positive assertion, that females who had 
devoted themselves, as virgins, might marry, without blaxncy 
if they found themselves unable or unwilling to bear the conse- 
quences of their vows. Quod si se ex fide Christo dicaverunt, 
pudic^ et cast^ sine ulla fabula perseverent, ita fortes et stabiles 
prsemium virginitatis expectent Si autem perseverare nolunt, 
vel non possunt, melius est ut nubant, quam in ignem deliciis 
suis cadant Note by the Editor, 
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pulsion was suggested by the horrible laws of 
the Romans in regard to the Vestal Virgins. 
Bat while all this was rapidly passing before me, 
the lovely Rose Cusiaek presented herself to 
my mind in nun's weeds, pale and faint, and 
bearing the unquestionable marks of a hectic 
fever on her cheeks. " Is heaven," (said the 
tempter within me) " so cruel ! Does heaven 
demand a bond in the spirit of Shylock ! Could 
the devil be more close in a bargain ?" But my 
external silence had now been too long, and I 
forced myself to speak : " Madam, my dear 
nmdam — the Church — to avoid scandal... that is 
to say... the Church, in mercy to the weakness 
and instability of the human will, has thought it 
necessary to bind it with irrevocable vows. But 
those vows are voluntary. The votaress is se- 
riously warned not to take them lightly •• .and 
" But, my dear friend, (urged Mrs. Cusiaek) are 
not those who represent the Church constantly 
alluring devout young females into the cloisters ? 
I do not positively blame them, but the priest- 
hood and the nuns themselves show such an 
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unbounded interest in every girl who appears 
inclined to take the veil, that, to some young 
hearts, the lure becomes irresistible. Now, for 
instance, my lovely Rose : had she a less 
noble and less ardent mind, were she less at- 
tached to a mother who doats upon her, she 
would have been my stay and comfort for the 
few years which I may expect to live. I 
say advisedly that were she less noble-mind- 
ed, and less attached to me, she would not 
be thus snatched away from me. But as you 
well know, such minds are the most ready to 
inflict pain upon themselves. In proporti<m 
to the pain which the intended sacrifice inflicts, 
is the feeling that it must not be denied to hea- 
ven. My daughter is made to believe in a di- 
vine call, just because her heart shrinks from 
the convent, and clings to me. Surely, surely, 
pain must be virtue. Every thing in the prac- 
tice of the Church teaches this lesson. But I 
fear that ardent minds, like that of my daughter, 
might, upon that principle, be easily induced to 
commit their bodies to the flames as the Brah- 
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min widows. Oh, that she had been less per- 
fect ! She might then have married an amiable 
man, a man whom I loved, and who loved me, 
as you do. (The pale countenance of the dis- 
tressed mother blushed up). Cheerfully indeed 
would I have borne my growing infirmities in 
their company. But it must not be ; I must be 
left to myself. Let it be so: one better than 
such a poor sinner — the blessed mother of Christ 
felt, for a time at least, the anguish of forlorn- 
ness. And yet it seems as if her blessed Son 
hi wished to teach us that the pain of such 
wlitude is too oppressive, too bitter for the 
female heart * Woman, behold thy Son,' he 
said, and trusted her to the care of the disciple 
le loved." 

I cannot well remember, much less could I 
explain, what passed within me while I listened 
to these words. Judgment, previous resolutions, 
even the becoming fortitude of a man against 
tender emotions, all deserted me in an instant. 
^ Madam, (I exclaimed, seizing Mrs. Cusiack's 
kand vrili hoih mine) Oh that I could say mo- 
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ther ! Had not the hopelessness of my most 
ardent . wishes smothered them in my heart, I 
would long since have told you, that to be such a 
support to you, would turn this earth in to. a hea- 
ven in my eyes. Oh that I could aspire to the 
happiness of being your daughter's husband." 
" My friend, my dear friend ! (she answered in 
great agitation) what evil spirit has betrayed 
both of us into this distracting state of mind ? 
I have fallen into a snare, and drawn you into it 
with me. I could not, indeed, disguise to my- 
self the fact that you were in love with my 
daughter. But hopelessness, as you say, would 
have kept down the flame, had not my weakness 
given it vent. I have ruined your happiness. — 
Forgive me, my dear friend, my son. — Oh that 
can never be !" 

"But, why not?" said I, in a tone which 
seemed to challenge all difficulties. Could I 
but hope that Rose might love me, I do not 
see anything to prevent my happiness. She is 
not yet bound by vows." Alas ! alas ! (ex- 
claimed Mrs. Cusiack) she is indeed! It is 
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only a fortnight since I was present at the pri- 
vate mass in our domestic oratory, during which 
she consecrated herself to the Queen of heaven. 
Father Sohan had been for some time recom- 
mending this preparatory sacrifice. A private 
vow, which binds the conscience only, but the 
breach of which does not subject the votary to 
Church censure, (he said) is very acceptable to 
heaven; for its observance implies a constant 
exercise of firee will. The solemn vows (he 
added) are a complete sacrifice, a kind of burnt 
offering — a sweet savour, unquestionably to 
God, at the time, but which annihilates the vic- 
tim, that is, the victim's free will for ever." 

"Did he say so," answered I, with surprise 
and agitation. " He did." My head still be- 
came more confused than before. Another train 
of doubts against monastic vows, rushed as it 
were through my brain. There can be no ques- 
tion (said I to myself) that the victim is anni- 
hilafed : — celibacy, obedience, poverty, cease to 
he free-will ofiferings from the moment that the 
Novice is deprived of the power of resuming 
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his or her, liberty. — But I will not think any 
more on this. In spite of pain and doubt, I will 
not desert the Church. 

But another sting had sunk deeper into my 
heart What can have been the true motive in 
Father Sohan's mind) to have urged this vow ? 
His dislike of me is too evident* Has he dis- 
covered a growing affection for me in Rose's 
heart? — an affection which by means of this 
vow, he has effectually crushed ? Mercy on my 
soul, good heaven ! Can the priest himself be 
totally free from jealousy ? Is it not too natural 
in the case of a priest, to envy the possession 
of charms which cannot be for him ? Is there 
not a principle in the human heart that, next to 
actual enjoyment, leads to the destruction of the 
coveted object, so that it may be out of the reach 
of others ? — Have not priests, in a fit of such 
jealousy, stabbed the bride, on whom they were 
about to bestow the nuptial blessing ?* 

* The Editor has some recollection of a case not unlike the 
one here supposed. He believes to have heard it mentioned as 
a fact, which happened not many years ago. 
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I had been so deeply immersed in thought, 
that Mrs. Cusiack retired without my noticing 
her absence. When I recovered myself just 
enough to perceive that Mrs. Cusiack had left 
me, I supposed that she wished to be alone, and, 
of course, did not follow her. To collect my- 
self, I went to a distant part of the grounds ; 
hat I could not break off the train of thought 
which had so irresistibly sprung up in me. 

"Such power in a mere man (and a Con- 
fessor is nothing else) cannot be allowed with- 
out great danger. I do not believe that Father 
Sohan has any bad designs : — the attempt is too 
desperate to present itself, even in the shape of 
temptation. But jealousy of another man — how 
can that be avoided ? Should then, a being ex- 
posed to the influence of so many weaknesses 
and passions — a man whose virtue and natural 
character may be, and in most cases, must be, of 
the conunonest stamp, — shoidd such a being be 
placed as we might place an angelic spirit, over 
the conscience of a mortal ? Should the whole 
heart and most secret feelings of a woman who 
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might bias an aogel, were angels sensible to hu- 
man charms, be so entirely surrendered in trusty 
to the keeping of a man ?' These notions were 
sufficiently disturbing in themselves. But un- 
fortunately for me, I do not know how it sud- 
denly came into my thoughts, that in my extracts 
from the Fathers, I had omitted something very 
important relating to confession. Good hea- 
vens, (continued I in my soliloquy) why have I 
allowed myself to be dishonest for the sake of a 
practice, which I know to my sorrow to be the 
cause of much evil? Why did I suppress so 
many historical proofe, that, whatever power 
might be attributed in early times, to the par- 
don granted by each Christian congregation to 
its publicly offending members, the necessity of 
auricular confession, was not declared by the 
Churchy till the thirteenth century?* How 
came I to omit the curious instance of Uie* 

* In the fourth Lateran Council. The most orthodox Ca- 
tholic writers, the Master of the Sentences, Thomas Aquinas and 
Bonaventura state, that though such as denied the necessity of 
auricular confession before the fourth council of Lateran» were 
in error, they could not, on that account, be accounted HeretiGs. 
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inoial dangers of that mode of confession, which 
90 much struck me when I first found it in 
Socrates, the Ecclesiastical historian ?* I begin 
to suspect that the hatred which I bear to 
Protestantism, made me careless, if not wilfully 
blind to many things which might be said in its 
fevour. But after all, Protestants are heretics, — 
<feturbers of the peace of the Church, and to 
say any thing which may reconcile the Irish Ca- 
tholics to them, would cool their zeal against the 
Church of England. If by such candour on our 
part, we should weaken the full and unhesitating 
tfHst which our lower classes have in the Church, 
how could we renovate that impulse which now 
threatens to demolish a heretical establishment ? 
The fedth of the enliffhtened clergy^ and I may say, 
ffly own, may bear the curtsdlments and modifi- 
cations which the study of Ecclesiastical history 
'&fce$ upon us, and which, now and then, the 

* Nectarkis, Bishop of Constantinople, A. D. 391. abolish- 
ed the practice of Auricular Confession, in consequence of an 
"■tence of gross abuse in the case of a lady who had confessed 
^guilty intercourse with a Deacon of that churdi. 
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existing evils of the Church, bring home to 
every thinking man among us. Our clergy (I 
may declare this to myself) are indeed too power- 
ful for the laity. The Confessional (how bitter- 
ly I feel it at this moment!) places our public 
and domestic happiness too much in the hands 
of our priests. But the Church finds it useful, 
and it is our duty to submit our judgment to 
hers." 

Lost in these thoughts, I continued my ramble 
for a very long time, and I do not know how 
much longer I might have remained in the grove, 
had not a dark shadow drawn my eyes towards 
the end of the walk which I had been pacing up 
and down. I soon distinguished the stately 
figure of Father Sohan advancing to meet me. 
His countenance was unusually placid ; a circum- 
stance which now more than ever appeared to 
me suspicious. "Mr. M." he said, "excuse 
my thus intruding upon your privacy ; but my 
duty to these ladies, and, I may add, to you, de- 
mands a disregard of ceremony." He went on : 
" When I arrived a short time ago, I found Mrs. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



39 

Cttsiack in a faindDg jSt, and her daughter in the 
utmost distress. When the lady recovered so 
as to be able to speak, I took her into the ora- 
tory, that I might administer to her the cordial 
of religion — the best cordial for a wounded heart 
I will not make any mystery of what passed be- 
tween us, because I obtained her leave to make 
whatever use I pleased of the information she 
gave me. Sir, you are a stumbling block and 
a tempter in this hitherto happy house. As a 
minister of heaven, I am bound to declare the 
necessity of your quitting this house for ever. 
Your absence will make it again the abode of 
peace and holiness." 

My indignation burnt so high, that, had it not 
been for the early and deeply impressed notion 
of sacrilege connected with violence oflfered to a 
priest, I would have actuaUy forced the Friar 
from my presence. Suppressing, however, my 
feelings as much as possible, I answered, that 
whatever might be the extent of his priestly 
authority, I could, by no means, acknowledge it 
in the strange attempt to turn a gentleman out 
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of a house, not the priest's own. To this he 
calmly replied, that if the spirit of heresy, whidi 
some time before had been so active in me, had 
unfortunately revived, and I began again, to 
scorn spiritual authority, he would show another 
kind of warrant, which probably would be more 
satis&ctory. Saying this, he delivered to me an 
unsealed note from Mrs. Cusiack. The marks 
of large tears were still moist upon it, and the 
writing betrayed a violent trembling in the hand 
that had traced the letters. The note waa 
this : • 

" Mr. M. — In the name of heaven, in the 
name of the holy Mother of God, and as you 
love the souls both of myself and my daughter, I 
implore you not to see us again. Heaven knows 
the agony with which I make this request. That 
agony is in proportion to my great esteem and 
love of you. Let this declaration protect you 
from every imputation and suspicion injurious to 
your honor. I shall love you to the end of my 
earthly existence. It is chiefly my love to you 
that forces me to take this most painful step. 
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The blessing of God and of his Virgin Mother 
be upon yon* 

" Your distressed Friend, 

"M. CUSIACK." 

I fixed a fiery eye upon the priest, when I 
had read these lines, but there was not a word on 
my tongue. The most opposite and violent pas- 
sions struggled in my breast, and each of them 
&iled of utterance, while an equally powerful one 
contended for it. The priest resumed: "Mr. 
M. J can read what is passing in your heart at 
this moment I am fully aware of the violence 
of the temptation which would first lead you to 
sacril^e, and next to heresy. In the name of 
the Church, I implore you, beware of and sub- 
due your passions." "In the name of the 
Church !" I now exclaimed ; " in the name, I 
should say, of your own pride ond interest, 
would be a more proper expression. Are you 
the Church, Sir ? Are all her privileges and 
rights transferred to every one of you ? I am 
r^y to obey the power which resides in the 
Church; but to be kept in this thraldom to 

% 
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every priest who speaks in the name of the 
Church) is what I will never submit to. In re* 
gard to the present ease, I too clearly perceive 
that there is only one will in this house, and that 
1% yours. But, in spite of all objections from 
that quarter, I must insist on speaking to Mtb. 
Cusiack before I leave this mansion." " You 
will find that impossible,** imswered the priest 
quietly. ** Mrs. Cusiack knows her duty to God, 
and the respect due to the authority which God 
has set over her conscience. All attempts on 
your part to see her will be fruitless. Her note 
expresses her immovable determination. And let 
me advise you, Sir, in b. paternal spirit (a bitter 
feeling of indignation thrilled through my heart 
at these words), not to expose your own soul to 
an imminent danger. You have shown how dif- 
ficult it is to stop the spirit of doubt ^en once 
indulged ; and yet your work abounds in danger*^ 
ous hints, and your mind evidently dwells upon 
them with pleasure. Your book, useful as it is 
to the cause of the priesthood, t. e, the Church, 
contains many an infidel argument, and many an 
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irreverent innuendo. You are now suffering un- 
der great excitement and irritation, which may 
help those latent seeds of heresy to spring up. 
Believe a man of my experience ; call upon your 
affectionate friend Bishop Mac N.; he will 
show you clearly how guilty you have been in 
fixing your eyes on the betrothed of the Lord. 
Do not indulge, I strongly advise you, in doubts 
concerning points (as you call them) of disci- 
pline, but which are ultimately connected with ' 
the very existence of Catholic Unity. Remem- 
ber what I am about to say. The Church is in- 
debted to you for the service which your reason 
has rendered it. But dismiss that treacherous 
ally as soon as possible, else the same hand that 
led you to the feet of the Papal throne, will final- 
ly tear you away from it" 

Father Sohan left me without giving me time 
for any further reply. In vain did I attempt to 
see Mrs. Cusiack. All the servants brought me 
for answer an earnest request not to insist upon 
an interview. To see her daughter, was still a 
more hopeless attempt. 
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Distracted by the most violent feelings, and 
hoping, though very faintly, that the mildness 
and liberality of Bishop Mac N. would not only 
soothe me, but, perhaps, assist me in placing 
Mrs. Cusiack and her daughter out of the tyran- 
nical sway of Father Sohan, I lost no time be- 
fore I called on that venerable friend of my 
father. 

He received me with his accustomed kindness. 
The cause of my distress seemed, indeed, already 
known to him. Upon my stating what had hap- 
pened, he entreated me to controul my excited 
feelings. He lamented my rashness in continu- 
ing near so charming a person as Miss Cu^ack, 
knowing, as I did, that she was devoted to the 
cloister. No change, he assured me, could take 
place in her resolution. 

My despair was such that without any regard 
to the years and station of my excellent friend, I 
threatened the priesthood with a work against 
monachism and celibacy. I told the Bishop that, 
though allured by the expected applause of tlie 
clergy, I had picked out the most favourable 
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passages from the Fathers, I was aware (and hb 
lordship might remember) how uncertain those 
writers are in their views and assertions. I oould 
(I assured him) jSnd materials enough to prove 
that the Catholic hierarchy was wrong in keep* 
ing up institutions which, at all times, were pro- 
daetive of great evils, and which in the present 
state of the world, and of the Church itself, be- 
gan to appear out of all harmony and keeping. 

The mild prelate did not rebuke me. He 
pressed me to stay with him a few days. To 
this I consented. During that visit my ortho- 
dox spirit revived, and with it the notion of 
taking orders, and devoting myself to the Church 
like my beloved Rose. Both feelings were assi- 
duously and successfully encouraged by the good 
bishop. But most of all did my Right Rev. 
Friend approve the intention which I conceived 
at this time of visiting Rome. My wish now 
was to prepare myself for orders under the sha- 
dow of the Vatican, and by approaching the cen- 
tre of the Catholic unity, to prevent those bold 
sallies of reasmi which now and then disturbed 
iny peace and my &ith. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Preparatory visit to London. — Decline of Theological zeal. — 
Arrival of a Manuscript — Manuscript transcribed : its con- 
tents. — The one argument of the Traveller fairly stated. — 
Not even the truth of the peculiar doctrines of Rome could 
prove her claims. Logical value of the Traveller's argu- 
ment illustrated. True notion of Protestantism. — Unity of 
Protestantism. — Means by which ike unity of orthodoxy was 
established, and ancient Protestantism suppressed. — The 
Infallible Church not known to the writers of the New 
Testament. — An infallible judge if not clearly defined and 
appointed, totally useless. — Rights of private judgment 

Anxious for some relief to my agitated feel- 
ings, I went to London expecting to find there 
some agreeable, or, at all events, convadent 
companion for tke whole or part of my journey. 
Both before my leaving Ireland, and while I 
remained in London, I wrote several letters to 
Mrs. Cusiack, entreadng her to send me an an- 
swer, and inform me of the state of her daughter, 
whose health was fast declining when Father 
Sohan (to his shame, and perhaps to mine too) 
obtained my dismission from the house. But all 
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were fruitless. The Cusiaeks seemed to 
lave ceased to exist, at least for me. 

As I had many friends in London, and almost 
every hour enlarged my acquaintance, scarcely 
a day passed without an invitation to dinner, 
and perhaps two or three to evening parties. 
To a young man who has cultivated his mind, 
and who feels that he can contribute a respecta- 
ble portion of mental entertainment, there is 
something extremely interesting in London so- 
ciety. I was consequently in no great haste to 
get on to the metropolis of Catholicism. The 
Protestant Babylon was indeed too alluring, 
and, thou^ I continued a staunch Catholic, I 
do not know by what influence my theological 
zeal was gradually fidling to the freezing point 
To say the truth, I had not been a month in 
London before I grew rather shy of appearing 
ifl the character of Dr. Doyle's Traveller,* 
which some provoking wag fixed upon me. As 
4e familiarity of my intercourse with some bro- 

* This was an allusion to the praises I bestowed in my for- 
^r work on that most dexterous controversialist. 
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ther barristers encreased^ the jokes about my 
theological learning became more frequent Sly 
questions on the opinions of Augustin and 
Ambrose about celibacy, with troublesome en- 
quiries whether the esoteric and exoteric sys- 
tem of doctrine continued to be kept up in 
monasteries, so that the initiated knew much 
more than the novices, went oflf like grape- 
shot across the table. I was once on the point 
of calling out one of my jovial companions 
who asked if, among the Church writers, I 
intended to take for my model Dionysius Ext" 
guns, or the Little, and add that title to my 
name ! But this kind of desultory warfare was 
carried on with such dexterity that there was 
no feir opportunity of bringing it to a pitched 
battle on Battersea Common, or some other 
convenient place. There was indeed some- 
thing very awkward in attempting to settle a 
question of orthodoxy by a couple of pistol 
shots. It is a sad thing to have les rieurs against 
you. 

My controversial spirit would have been 
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baghed away, more readily indeed than Father 
Sohan can exorcise a devil, had it not been for 
an incident which recalled me to my former se- 
riousness. 

As my servant came in, on^ morning to clear 
the table after breakfast, he brought me a packet 
which had the appearance of an official letter. 
As it commonly happens, when a letter sur- 
prises us, instead of breaking it open, I looked 
at the address, examined the seal, asked whe- 
ther it had come by the post, and, on receiving 
an answer in the negative, minutely enquired 
about the sex, age, dress, &c. of the messen- 
jfer. The information I received being quite 
unsatisfactory, I finally opened the packet. It 
contained several sheets of paper, stitched to- 
gether in the shape of a Protestant sermon ; or, 
perhaps, more like an article prepared to have 
sentence passed upon it by some inexorable edi- 
tor of a prosperous Review or Magazine. 

Within the folding of the first page, I found 
a note, in a female hand unknown to me. The 
note was this: 
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" A person whose mind is harrassed by reli- 
gious doubts, requests the assistance of the 
Irish Gentlemim, who, having travelled in search 
of a religion, found it to his satisfaction in the 
bosom of the Catholic Church. The applicant 
in the present instance, has &llen in with the 
enclosed manuscript, which contains some star- 
tling observations on the work published by the 
Religious Traveller^ 

" The removal or confirmation of the objec- 
tions contained in those observations, is of vital 
importance to the writer of this note, and, pro- 
bably, of some interest to the Traveller himself. 
If the Traveller will have the goodness to no- 
tice this application, he is requested to leave his 

answer, directed to A. B. at Messrs. 

Bankers, Threadneedle-street Should he think 
it worth his while to write upon this important 
subject, from Italy, or any other part of the 
Continent, the same gentlemen will receive and 
forward his letters." 

I now looked at the beginning of the manu- 
script, and, being indisposed for controversy. 
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OMong to the anticipation of a dejeuni, at three 
in the afternoon, to which I was invited at 
Richmond, I threw the papers carelessly aside. 
The thought, besides, crossed me that per- 
haps Mrs. Drugget, (the ci'devant Miss , 

from whose formidable affection I so narrowly 
escaped) had been tempted to plague me by 
making her Methodistical husband enter the 
lists of controversy with me. But the style 
of the note contradicted this suspicion. Had 
the note come from that quarter, the innate 
vulgarity of Mr. and Mrs. Drugget would have 
betrayed itself. Who could these papers come 
from ? Before I attempted to guess, I was 
on my way to the Temple, where some friends 
were waiting for me, that we might proceed 
t<^ether to Richmond. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The Manuscript 

I returned to my lodg^ings too tired to go out 
that evening. The dejeuni had indisposed me 
for a regular dinner, and I contented myself with 
a solitary chicken at home. But time began to 
hang heavy upon me, and I looked for something 
to occupy my idleness. Here then was the ma- 
nuscript ; but I feared it would be heiavy work. 
I was nevertheless determined to try the strength 
of the writer against me. By finding the ma- 
nuscript itself transcribed in this place, the 
reader will readily conjecture that, whatever 
might be my vexation at finding a stout contro- 
versialist, where I expected a contemptible ad- 
versary, the weight of the writer's reasoning did 
not fail to make an impression on my mind. 
The following is a faithful copy : — 
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" A FEW OBSERVATIONS 

ON A WOBK ENTITLBB 

THE TRAVELS OF AN IRISH GENTLEMAN, 

IN SEARCH OF A BELIGION. 

The object of the Irish Traveller, is to per- 
suade all Christians to renounce the use of their 
understandings on religious subjects, and to be- 
Keve and act according to the judgment of the 
Church of Rome. 

The whole work consists of one argument, 
divided into two branches^ each of which occu- 
pies one volume. 

The first branch of the argument is this. If 
Protestantism be true, the nearer we ascend to 
the origin of Christianity, the more Protestant- 
ism shall we find. 

It happens, however, that on examining the 
writings of the Fathers of the first four cen- 
turies, we find that some of them speak as if 
they believed in something very like transub- 
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stantiation; that fasting was recommended by 
others; that good works were praised by all; 
that some of them spoke of Rome as of a 
Church of superior dignity ; that others mention 
unwritten Tradition — speak of the Mclss (if we 
take the celebration of the Eucharist for the 
Mass) as of a sacrifice ; and in a word, that when 
we come to the end of the fourth century, the 
writings of Ambrose Jerom, and Augustin, pre- 
sent almost a perfect picture of Popery. We 
must therefore conclude, that Protestantism is 
false. 

The second branch of the argument, is still 
more easily reduced to one view, Protestants 
differ in their doctrines, some of them admit the 
apostolic origin of now this, now that Catholic 
doctrine. The Reformers were bad men : Infi- 
delity and a Rationalism^ scarcely to be distin- 
guished from infidelity, prevail in Germany, the 
very cradle of Protestantism : we are tlierefore 
bound to acknowledge, that the Church of Rome 
is the only faithful depositary of the Christian 
revelation — and that either in consequence of a 
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sapernatural privilege, or of an uninterrupted 
miracle, Rome has never erred in the doctrines 
of £edth and morals. 

Such is the Irish Gentleman's argument, apart 
fiwm the proofs. It would have been well, how- 
ever, if when he was about to enter upon his 
subject, he had stopt to clear up and settle the 
notion of Protestantism. But it is evident that 
he has attached no distinct idea to the word 
Protestant As far as can be guessed from the 
work itself, Protestantism in the first volume, 
means the denial of certain doctrines, concern- 
ing relics, worship, (or as he chooses to call it) 
veneration of images, auricular confession, &c. — 
Protestantism in the second volume, is entirely 
a different thing ; for there we are told, that the 
apostolic antiquity of the Catholic doctrines is 
allowed by Protestants themselves ; whereby the 
author grants that the rejection of those doc- 
trines is not necessary to constitute a Protestant. 
In the first volume. Protestantism is supposed 
to consist in negatives, or denials of certain doc- 
trines ; in the second; it is reproached and con- 
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demned, as if it were one definite sect, for the 
absence of established doctrines, which all the 
members of the imaginary sect, should be bound 
to believe. 

Now which of these two notions, supposing 
both of them clearly established, can be said to 
contain the conclusion, that the Church of Rome 
is a divinely established standard of Christian 
£EUth, whose authority, as appointed to fix the 
sense of the Scriptures, must be taken as a living 
divine authority on earth? Suppose all the 
doctrines and practices which Rome has es- 
tablished, to be quite unobjectionable; would 
this prove the Commission which she declares to 
have received from heaven? — Whether the 
Church of Rome possesses or not this divine 
Commission, is the cardinal and essential ques- 
tion between Romanists and Protestants — all 
the other points are merely incidental In re- 
gard to those points, Protestants may be wrong, 
Protestants may differ ; and yet, that Rome is, 
in matters of religion, what the Romanists pre- 
tend, will remain to be established : but the bur- 
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den of the proof will be upon the Romanists 
themselves. 

The lo^cal value of the two volumes, which 
the Irish Gentleman has been at the trouble to 
compile, may be shown by a comparison. Ima- 
gine a noble family, whose successive repre- 
sentatives, assisted by fitvorable circumstances, 
have seized all the landed property of a large 
district They cultivate the soil according to an 
oLd system of agriculture, and oblige the inha- 
bitants to follow it, punishing most severely 
every deviation from their rules. Circumstances 
again, after the lapse of ages, enable a great 
portion of the labourers to rise successfully 
against their feudal lord. Finding himself un- 
able to subdue the insurgents by force, he turns 
to the point of right The emancipated farmers 
are quite ready to meet him on that ground; 
£or they have a most ancient and authentic docu- 
ment, according to which the land had been 
given freely to all the inhabitants and their 
posterity, that every one should cultivate his 
own lot to the best of his power. In such a 
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case, what would be thought of a lawyer, who 
being employed by the dispossessed nobleman, 
should argue the point by proving, that there 
were documents in the hands of his client's &- 
mily, by which it appeared, that some methods 
of cultivation which many of the insurgent far* 
mers now rejected, had been practised at an ear- 
ly period in several parts of the district : that 
since the farmers had questioned the rights of 
the lord of the manor, and demanded his titles, 
there were few of them who agreed in one com-* 
plete system of husbandry : that some of the 
first leaders of this insurrection, were known to 
have frequented public houses, and other places, 
not creditable to their reputation: that on the 
other hand, those farmers who had remained 
under their lord, and over whom the old penal- 
ties for deviations from the hereditary system of 
husbandry were still hanging, did not trouble 
their heads about improvements, and were to all 
appearance unanimous. What should we think 
of the reasoner who, on such grounds, would 
contend that it was clear, that the family of ao 
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and 80, had an unquestionable right to the whole 
mmm, as well as to the labour of its inhabitants, 
under the directing whip of the owner ? Is not 
the Irish Gentleman's pleading exactly like this ? 
But it is time to fix the true notion of Pro- 
tatantism; a notion which, if the Traveller 
•uniself takes the trouble to examine, we may 
l»pe he will, in common honesty, be moved to 
help many an ignorant and unthinking person, 
out of the snare which, with more talent than 
respect for religious truth, he has contrived for 
Ws country. Protestants, we will tell him, 
without fear of contradiction, ar6 Christians 
who reject the claim of the Church of Rome to 
regulate the faith of all other Churches. This 
ejection and nothing else constitutes Protest- 
antism. The unity of Protestants upon this 
point is greater than the unity which exists in 
the Church of Rome upon any point whatever, 
b die denial which Protestants give to Rome, 
there is not a single point of dissension. In the 
^ertion of Roman Supremacy and Infallibility, 
there is nothmg but an apparent concord. The 
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Council of Trent carefully avoided any kind of 
declaration concerning the depositaries and the 
extent of Church in&llibility. Not even a defi- 
nition of the Church itself is found in the elabo- 
rate string of the would-be in&llible decrees of 
the Council. And the reason is dear. Who- 
ever has consulted the writings of Roman Ca- 
tholic divines is aware, that such of them as 
attempt a description or definition of the orack 
which cannot err in matters of Christian faith, 
are at variance with each other. Some identify 
it with the person of the pope speaking ex* 
cathedra i. e. solemnly in virtue of his office : 
others require the express consent of a majority 
of bishops : others again content themselves with 
the silence of that majority, in regard to the pope's 
declaration: a fourth class (a very recent one 
indeed, who find the old doctrines untenable) 
make Church in&llibility consist in an in&llible 
recollection of unwritten tradition. We are 
irresistibly tempted to apply to Roman infidlibi- 
lity a slightly altered couplet in genuine modem 
Roman language : 
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E toracoh di Roma 
Come V Arabe Fenice: 
Che d sia ciascum lo dice : 
Dove gia Tiessum lo ml. 



Her never-erring oracle 
To Arabia's phoenix well may Rome compare : 
All say the phoenix Utcs ; but nobody knows where. 

But to proceed : the Irish Traveller has 
searched for Protestantism in the ecclesiastical 
writers as far up as the first century ; but can 
find nothing like it Here let it be observed, 
tbat during this search, our Traveller takes 
Protestantism in the sense of a sect, of whose 
very essence it is to profess certain positive doc- 
tties. The creed of the supposed sect, Pro- 
^tantism, by a strange contradiction, he makes 
'ip out of the points on which the Reformers 
opposed each other. Having missed in the Fa- 
thers, for instance, Calvinism^ i. e. the specula- 
tions on fatalism, which theologians have dis- 
^ised under Christian language, he discovers 
it in Simon Magus. He might, indeed, have 
gone a little farther up, and traced it to Cicero, 
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and the ancient stoics. He might iiave looked 
downwards a Kttle more carefully, and he would 
have found abundant Calvinism in the writings 
of Augustin. To a true Protestant, however, 
it is a matter of perfect indiiference whether the 
scholastic speculations of any one Reformer are 
found in the writings of the Fathers, or in their 
reports of the creeds of (defeated Church parties, 
to whose unfortunate members the name heretic 
has been always applied. Heresy^ of course, like 
treason^ (and from the same well-known cause) 
can never prosper. But much less had heresy 
any chance, even with posterity, when the 
orthodox, i. e. the conquering party took care 
to destroy all the writings of their opponents, 
and traduce them, moreover, by all manner of 
falsehoods^ in the descriptions which they gave of 
their characters and doctrines.* Let it be re- 
membered that not a work of the ancient heretics 
has been allowed by the orthodox to reach us. 



* Whoever doubts this would do well to read Beausohre's 
Histoire du Manicheisme, and honestly decide for himself. 
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?ut this by the way. Now we will ask the Tra- 
veller whether he has not met with Protestantism, 
b the true sense of the word, in writings still 
more ancient than the mutilated, corrupted, and 
ofiten spurious works we have of the earliest 
Fathers? Protestantism (be it never forgotten) 
consists in the rejection of the claims of the 
Church of Rome over all other Churches. We 
now beg the Irish Traveller to consider whether 
the fact that Protestants^ in that sense, are not 
mentioned in the earliest documents of Church 
history, is not a feir proof that the present 
claims of that Church were not even thought of 
in the earliest period of Christianity ? Perhaps 
he will say that the divine rights of that Church 
were then so clear and well-established as to 
preclude opposition. But surely the claims of 
the Apostles to rule the faith of Christians were 
much better established during their life, and in 
the presence of their supernatural powers, than 
the first bishops of Rome could expect (if they 
had intended it) to establish their primacy upon 
the interpretation of St. Peter's personal privi- 
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leges. And yet there were professed Christians 
who opposed St Paul ; a fact which we know 
on his own authority. And here (let it be 
remarked) we have the most incontrovertible 
proof that the apostles knew of no divine ap- 
pointment for settling controversies in the 
Church, after their own departure from this 
world. Had Peter, the supposed original pos- 
sessor of the papal privileges, known any thing 
of this first principle, — this foundation of ortho- 
doxy — this source of perpetual peace and unity 
among Christians ; he must have strongly recom- 
mended it, and asserted its divine authority 
to his own and all future ages, especially when 
he was telling his converts, "There shall be 
false teachers among you who privily shall 
bring in damnable heresies, even denying the 
Lord that bought them, and bring upon them- 
selves swift destruction. And many shall follow 
their pernicious ways ; by reason of whom the 
way of truth shall be evil spoken of."* Can 

* 2 Peter, ii. 1, 2. 
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any candid man doubt that this (to omit many 
other like passages) offered a most fit opportunity: 
for recommending such an effectual remedy as 
a divine privilege of always finding and declaring 
Christian tnith, would have been against these 
coming evils ? Was it not a necessary conse- 
quence of the existence of that supreme central 
authority contended for by Romanists, that 
whenever the apostles mentioned erroneous opi- 
nions and heresies they should add, wherefore^ 
brethren^ be not neglectful of the hlesssing whereby 
the Lord has provided against pernicious error in 
his Church, Fly to the livirtg oracle of Christian 
truth, inquire (Peter might say) of myself in 
my life time, and after my approaching death, en- 
quire of my successors the bishops of Rome, who 
{in such and such manner) will be divinely inspired 
for the declaration and maintenance of the truth. 
The Irish Traveller is of course at liberty to 
draw his own conclusions from this considera- 
tion. But in regard to ourselves, it is so power- 
ful, that we do not hesitate to say, if the sacred 
writers were aware of a positive promise of 

r 
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their Master to prevent fatal error in the Church, 
and yet they omitted to mention clearly, in what 
manner, and under what precise conditions that 
promise was to take due effect, tax from believ- 
ing them inspired, we should feel it difficult to 
make out that they were men of even common 
sense, and judgment 

We now ask in the name of truth and ho- 
nesty, is such a point, as the existence of the 
authority claimed by the Church of Rome to be 
settled by surmise and conjecture ? Should we 
not proceed by means of &cts in regard to esta- 
blishing such a fact as Church supremacy and 
infallibility? Were we not so accustomed to 
-hear this theory constantly and confidently as- 
serted, any thinking and unprejudiced man 
would suspect that the propounders could not 
be in earnest. In what would Church infalli- 
bility differ from a perpetual miracle ? Church 
infallibility could not exist unless God were 
constantly overruling the whole moral and in- 
tellectual constitution of man. This, how- 
ever, would be an invisible and conjectural mira- 
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cle. It would be a miracle which, while it 
could not make itself evident, as the resurrection 
of a dead man, or the restoration of a lost limb, 
would besides stand upon no other proof but that 
a certain number of people believe that such a 
miracle ought to be performed. Surely miracles 
of this kind may be had cheap enough. Make 
up your mind that they exist, and you may en- 
joy them without disturbance. Crede quod ha- 
beasy et habes. We are told, that since Christ 
promised to be always with his Church (which, 
if he meant any Church in particular, he would 
have described) and since he engaged that his 
spirit (observe no visible authority or oracle) 
should lead his disciples into all (the) truth, he 
could not have left the Church inevitably ex- 
posed to error. But, by the same way of rea- 
soning (were it not that we have unquestionable 
&cts, to contradict such a supposition,) the pri- 
mitive Christians might have expected that, 
since Christ's promise was in unlimited terms, 
and applied to all believers, no errors could fin. 
their way into ant/ Christian Church. When 
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after the departure of the Apostles, various 
opinions prevailed, of which some must be false^ 
this (in consequence of the first hypothesis) 
would have shaken men*s faith in Christ's pro- 
mise, and led them to think he had deserted 
them, or had all along deceived them; for the 
promise, within its narrowest limits, must have 
comprehended the whole body of Christians, at 
least during the life of the Apostles^ to whom his 
promissory words were personally addressed. — 
Nevertheless, varieties of opinions did arise, in 
opposition to the efforts of the Apostles them- 
selves. Here we have the first and most natural 
step of a theory of divine support, against theo- 
logical error, completely repelled by fact What 
comes next ? " In the Apostles' times, (it will 
be said) the appeal to their mirades, proved that 
they were right, and their opponents wrong. — 
This error was inexcusable. The Church had a 
living oracle — ^and since it had a living oracle 
then, it must have it at all times." But we ask 
the theorist, how was the living oracle known? 
" By miracles :" Well then, show us your living 
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oracle in the same manner. Let every Pope 
begin his pontificate, by raising a dead person 
to life. ^^ This (it will be answered) is tempting 
God. After the death of the Apostles, the de- 
cision of the Church had the same weight as 
their declarations." And what is that Church ? 
"Evidently some majority — probably that of 
the Bishops — you see that all questions were 
canvassed in councils." That is to say, that the 
Church is a deliberative assembly, in which the 
majority are supernaturally secured against er- 
ror — ^provided the Pope approves the decision. 

Thus the theory which began by supposing a 
perfect miracle has given way step by step, till 
it has reduced the Church to a Parliament, 
where discussion^ majority of votes, and papal 
assent, are necessary to produce supernatural, i. e. 
miraculous certainty. 

And yet we are left in uncertainty of the nu- 
merical majority, which is to secure the miracle ; 
we may doubt whether the Pope may not give 
infallibility to a minority ; — and we may suspect 
that since discussion and debate are required, the 
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proper portion of either has not been contributed 
by the BisUbps, to obtain their own share of in- 
spiration. This is infallibility !— this is cer- 
tainty ! — for the sake of this, we are to renounce 
our reason ! — such an oracle must be our re- 
fuge against doubt in matters concerning our 
salvation ! 

But (the Irish Traveller rejoins) are we to be 
left to private judgment ? Is each to examine 
Scripture for himself, and decide for himself, 
what is the sense of each part? He then tries 
to prove from Scriptmre, that man's understand* 
ing is weak, and adds the authority of men, who 
either from policy, to keep the mass of Christ- 
ians quiet; or from superstitious timidity, to 
save themselves from fears, have taken the very 
point in question for granted, and talked more 
or less loosely on the necessity of rejecting rea- 
son. *^ Seeing (he concludes) the judgment 
pronounced in Scripture, and in the writings of 
the fathers, respecting the utter unfitness of rea- 
son to be the judge of &ith, confirmed by the 
opinions of men, so accomplished in all the wis- 
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dom of tke world, and finding, still further, a 
but too convincing corroboration of the same 
truth in the ruin brought upon Christianity, 
wherever reason has been allowed to career 
through its mysteries ; I could not hesitate as to 
the conclusion to which my mind should come. 
* Either Catholic or Deist,* said Fenelon, ^ there 
is no other alternative/* 

A splendid conclusion indeed, and one more 
insulting to Christianity, than any which Vol- 
taire himself could have drawn. Renounce 
your reason, or you cannot be a Christian ! — 
What advantage then has Christianity over the 
most absurd superstition of the East ? Renounce 
moreover, your reason, by the force of a con." 
cltision ! The Irish Gentleman, we might say 
has done the work before hand upon himself. — 
He has nothing left to renounce. Can a con- 
clusion be drawn by any other power than that 
of reason, which he urges us to extinguish ? 
Has he been trying to reason through two 

* Irish Gentleman, Vol. II. p. 341. 
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whole volumes, in order to gain us over to the 
Pope, and does he conclude, by telling us that 
reason must mislead us in religious matters? 
Very veil, we will nevertheless renounce all re- 
liance on our own mental powers, we will resign 

ourselves to the in&llible guide when we can 

find it But bring us no texts of Scripture, to 
prove that the Roman Church is so : — no appeals 
to the fathers — no historical proofs — no reason- 
ings of any kind. You have told us that we are 
incapable of all this ; that our reasoning and 
judging powers are not to be trusted. To put 
argument before us, is to shew a book to a blind 
man ; it is to send us a long voyage in search of 
a compass, because we cannot sail without a 
compass." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Find a neat Answer to the Manuscript. — The Answer falls to 
pieces in my own hands. Wish for more M.S. without 
knowing why. 

I confess I was netded by the cavalier manner 
in which the unknown writer treated me. But 
the question was one of reason not of passion. 
Of reason ? Is it so ? There is no denying it. 
Yet let me think (said I, under a glimmering 
of hope). What does the man say about sail- 
ing in search of a compass, without a compass ? 
By the Mass, I have him on the hip ; for if I 
sail without a compass as well as I can, and hit 
upon a compass — I should be a blockhead if I did 
not commit myself to its guidance." Overjoyed- 
with this bright thought, I took a whole quire 
of foolscap, marked a good large margin by a 
crease, and holding my best steel pen in hand, 
sat down a good while, considering how I might 
by means of it, do up my adversary witK one 
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master stab——" Compass InfiJlibility 

Reason Sailing. These are the topics. — 

Let me try." 



AN ANSWER TO THE OBSERVATIONS. 

&c &c 

" The Author of the Observations on the Tra- 
vels of an Irish Gentleman has been betrayed 
into a complete surrender of his principles, to 
those of the Catholic Church. His illustration 
of sailing in search of a compass, without a com- 
pass, casts him down helpless at the feet of the 
Pope. What he states as a triumphant objection, 
only recommends the self-evident process which 
has led all true Christians to the repose afforded 
by the stability of the Rock on which Christ built 
his Church. The weak and fidlible human in- 
tellect commits itself to the tempestuous sea of 
opinion, whose mountain-high waves and gigan- 
tic monsters affright it, while the clouds of doubt 
gather over it, and envelope it in impenetrable 
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night Ready to be swallowed up, and hope- 
less of reaching a friendly shore, it fixes its 
eye on an object which strikes it with wonder. 
It beholds a Church which, for eighteen hundred 
years, though assailed by every wind of doc- 
trine, has never ceased to point to divine truth. 
As divine truth is the pole-star which all Chris- 
tians seek, it is impossible to deny that the 
Church which thus uninterruptedly has turned 
towards it, is a supernatural magnet given to 
aen, that under its guidance they may reach 
the harbour of salvation." 

Well, said I to myself, when I had pro- 
ceeded so fer — I am rather pleased with this 
paragraph. It is well touched up. Can any 
flaw be found in this answer ? If we find a 
Church always following the truth, should we 
Qot put ourselves under its guidance, though 
we had found that Church either by chance 
or by good luck ? It was good luck that made 
Qten acquainted with the polarity of the mag- 
net; but that property once being discovered, 
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it would be madness to reject the certainty of 
the magnet, because it was found by uncertain 
means. Bravo ! bravo ! I will turn this into 
a well rounded period to continue my answer. 
But stop. — We are sure that all men do or may 
know the pole-star; — but can all men know 
theological truth in the same manner ? We are 
certain that the magnet points to the north — ^but 
all.that we are certain of in regard to Rome is 

that it has always pointed its own way. The 

deuce take the objection ! It is the necessity of 
finding Church infallibility^ infallibly^ that spoils 
every thing, in this argument May not the 
whole of this eternal confusion about the Rvle 
of Faith arise from our seeking a certainty which 
heaven has not allowed men to possess on any 
subjict whatever ? 

But I will not disturb my happy trust in 
the Church of Rome for the present That 
Church is a wonderful phenomenon in the Chris- 
tian world — so ancient, so distinguished above 
all others, so consistent, so firm against opposi- 
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tion ! How did it rise to the eminence it held 
for 80 many centuries ? Is there not something 
quite miraculous in this ? 

My mind found some rest on this view ; and, 
as in its turn, it appeared to me one of tlie 
most strong and convincing, I determined to 
put it down in plain style, and send it to my 
unknown correspondent I confess there was a 
something in the manuscript, and in the manner 
it came to me, which raised an unaccountable 
mterest in my mind. I wished to know more 
about it; indeed, I took a pleasure in the hope 
of being opposed and contradicted again in 
the same manner, and yet I could not tell 
why. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Advice to Controversial Writers — ^^A Vision under the guidance 
of the Shepherd Angel of Hennas — The Temple of the 
only True Light and Unity — Rehearsal and Tuning of the 
Amen Chorus, 

I WOULD advise those who are fond of con- 
troversy, not to engage their thoughts upon it 
just before going to bed, unless their health is 
as stout as their zeal, and they are able to un- 
ravel a knotty point, with a bottle of orthodox 
port by their side, which they intend insensibly 
to slip on, as a night cap. As I had neglected 
to employ that agreeable soporific, my sleep was 
sadly disturbed by the manuscript, and my at- 
tempt to answer it. The readers of my first 
two volumes, are acquainted with my habit of 
dreanung theological dreams. Those who have 
not read my Travels, must know, that soon after 
I studied the Shepherd of Hermas, (a fether of 
the first century, whose simplicity is quite mi- 
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laculous) I had a nsion under tbe guidance of 
the same angel, that contrived the dreams of 
that holy man.* Of my first dream, I must just 
tell, that the angel took me to a Roman Catholic 
cathedral, where men of all nations sung an 
Araen Chorus to the officiating priest, so harmoni- 
ous, 80 sweet, that I felt quite enraptured. I 
need scarcely add, that (as it was natural) this 
vision was followed by another, where I heard 
Protestants of all sorts singing in such a squall, 
as the keys, black and white, of a great organ 
would produce, if all were pressed down at the 
same moment These two visions contributed 
greatly to my conviction, that the harmonious 
Church was the true one. However this may 
he, it happened that my dreaming propensity 
was roused again by the manuscript. After 
tossing in bed two or three hours, I dreamt, and 
^Behold, I was in a vast plain, covered with 
multitudes of people of all nations and lan- 
guages, who wandered listlessly to and fro, while 

* Irish Trayeller, VoL I. p. 197. 
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a great number of men dressed in black, were 
busily addressing every individual, whom they 
could persuade to listen. I heard distinctly the 
words of one of them. He said to the person 
to whom he spoke : ^ My friend, you look me- 
lancholy and dejected. It is this cloudy atmos- 
phere that presses upon your spirits. Thick 
masses of vapour collect over our heads : they 
roll above us, sometimes higher, sometimes 
lower, but the sky is never clear. Some peo- 
ple among us, call the glimmering in which we 
live, true light from God. But could God have 
given us so scanty a gift ? If this light came 
from him, it would be perfect. It is true, that 
the sun breaks not unfrequently through the 
clouds ; yet who can see clearly what is in the 
disk of that luminary ? Those who have tried 
to examine it for themselves, have completely 
lost their eyes. This (if you consider the fact 
attentively) is an unquestionable proof, that the 
great author of the sun, did not intend it for the 
purpose of making men see for themselves. 
There must be another way of obtaining true 
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light It is only for the purpose of making the 
sun useful to men, that he has raised us, the de- 
positaries and dispensers of true light Observe 
what a variety of impressions your eyes receive 
from this deceitful light. You turn to this side, 
and the light appears to you green — to that side, 
and it is brown. If you attempt to explain to 
others, the impressions which this false light 
makes upon you, you can hardly express your- 
self so as to be understood. Then there are so 
many dangers of deception ! There aie jug- 
glers who will deceive your eyes in a thousand 
ways. Do not, therefore, my friend, trust your 
eyes in this light. Come with me to the temple 
of the onlj/ true lights and rest yourself from the 
danger and fatigue of private vision,^ I saw 
crowds thus collected by the men in black, fol- 
lowing them to a splendid edifice, whose lofty 
cupola, more successful than the Babylon of old, 
seemed to reach and lose itself in the sky. The 
angel lifted me by a hair of my head, and with 
the rapidity of thought, placed me at the en- 
trance of a vast colonnade, which branched on 
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both ffldes towards the temple. As I stood in- 
visible with my gnide, I saw the numerous 
icrowKil whidi the men in black had collected^ 
admitted into the i^pace inclosed within the 
oohmmde^ They were recieived mth joy and 
ki^dnesS) by men in purple and scarlet dresses, 
whi> %»dkiducted them to a magnificent flight of 
steps, leading to die doors of the temple. At 
the top of the steps^ there sat a weak and ema- 
dbited old man, in a magnificent robe of white 
satins had the old man been a god on earth, he 
could hardly have expected more signs of vene*- 
r&tioB, than he received from those that ap^ 
preached him* 

I saw the crowds led by the men in black, fall 
at the old man's feet and kiss them. When they 
had thus admowledged his dignity, the old man 
delivered them, one by one, to his attendant^, 
who tied a thick bandage over the eyes of each 
recruit All being now properly blindfolded, I 
heard as it were the voice of a herald, saying, 
" Come happy flock, come in and enjoy the only 
true light in peace.*' 
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The blinded multitude were then led into the 
teazle whose vaults re-echoed to their footsteps. 
Having been placed in the centre, like sheep in 
a fold» a great number of dogs, spotted black 
and white,* were let loose. These animals 
were taught to watch the blindfold people in- 
cessantly, and to raise an awfiil howling when 
any one <^ them ventured to touch the bandage. 

Every thing being prepared, the men in scar- 
let, purple, and black, placed the old man upon 
an altar, and carefully excluded the light of day, 
by closing every opening in the Church with 
thick mirrors, most of which were sadly cradled 
and soiled. A very doubtful light stole into the 
temple through the crannies, which the mirrors 
could not completely stop. The (dd man himself 
was now concealed by means of a veil, coarsely 
patched up in many places, and miserably torn 
in others. At the top of the veil was written 



* The mother of St Dominick, when pregnant of the 
saint, dreamt that she had brought forth a dog, with a torch 
in his mouUi, which set the world on flames. The dress of 
his monks is white and black. — Note by the Editor, 
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. in large letters unity. I endeavoured to direct 
my eye to one of the holes in the veil, and to 
my astonishment I observed that the men in 
scarlet were treating the old man very roughly. 
Now and then I saw him, though dimly, throw 
himself at the feet of the scarlet men, who were 
surrounding him in threatening attitudes. When 
he had thus surrendered, a peal of the organ 
awoke the echoes of the dark aisles, and a choir 
of loud voices set up a Te Deum. 

The men in black shouted, unity, light. 
On hearing this, some unfortunate individuals 
of the blindfolded flock, carried (as it was natu- 
ral) their hands to the bandage, in order to enjoy 
the light which was so triumphantly proclaimed. 
But the dogs barked furiously, and leaping 
among the flock, seized the too curious persons 
who had attempted to remove their bandage. 
Worried by the enraged animals, they were 
dragged through a small opening into a subter- 
raneous vault. " Let us follow them," said the 
angel. I descended through a narrow and dark 
winding staircase. The light of two large can- 
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dies was lost in dimness at the distance of a few 
paces from a table at which three men in black 
were seen sitting. These put some questions 
to the unfortunate persons whom the dogs had 
brought before them. I saw the trembling cul- 
prits dragged back to the distant parts of the 
vault where the darkness was almost impenetra- 
ble to my eyes. But I shuddered as I heard 
tlie sighs and groans which coming from every 
distant corner of that horrible place, united 
into a shriek of desperation which rebounded 
from the central arch of the vault. My blood 
ran cold, and I felt ready to drop to the ground. 
But the angel comforted me, saying, " Be not 
faint-hearted, thou admirer of harmony and unity ! 
This is the rehearsal of the Amen Chorus, 
These discordant voices, like the untuned strings 
of an instrument, require to be screwed up to 
the true pitch." The screams and entreaties of 
the sufferers might have moved a tiger. Yet 
the ministers of harmony and union were in- 
flexible. After a considerable time, the groans 
were scarcely audible, and a loud voice was 
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heard asking : " Do ye acknowledge the (mdy 
true light that dtcelkth in darkness ?" " We do, 
we do," resounded in numerous yet feeble 
accents. 

I was again led to the body of the temple* 
The persons who had been seized by the dogs 
were brought back to the flock. TTiey had been 
crippled by torture ; the marks of scourges were 
visible on their bodies. They all trembled fear- 
fully. They could not, however, perfectly sup- 
press their sighs and moans, which, when the 
rest of the blinded flock perceived, the whole 
multitude shook like the ripe ears of corn under 
a rising summer breeze. 

Now another exhibition of the ceremony 
called liffht and unity was performed. But 
nothing could exceed the stillness of the flock : 
there was no hand raised to the bandages. The 
dogs growled with excess of joy. The old man 
behind the curtain showed a small lighted taper 
through one of the rents, and ehaunted, ^^ Be- 
hold the only true light from heaven." I heard 
the very same Amen Chorus^ which ravished my 
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soul in the first vision. Not one voice was out 
of tune* Yet I heartily thanked heaven that I 
was not within the penfold, and that the dogs 
which I saw near me, were muzzled. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

An unexpected arrivaL — The Friar caught m his own net — 
Love afiair revived. 

When I awoke from my mysterious dream or 
vision, I lost all hope of sleep for the rest of the 
night. Since that happy day when I surren- 
dered my reason, I was ready to bestow a pious 
credence on every thing that enlarged my Catho- 
lic faith. And yet there was something suspi- 
cious, something satirical in this vision. Had I 
really been under the protection of the shepherd 
angel ? — Impossible. — And now it struck me 
that I must have had for my guide that very 
limb of Satan, who argued with Luther about 
the Mass. — Turning, therefore, to the vessel of 
holy water which I had hung up over me, 
I sprinkled the bed carefully, and tried again to 
sleep, with the most perfect success. 

It was ten in the morning, when, roused by 
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a smart tap at my door, I heard a voice which I 
thought I knew, very familiarly calling — " Tom, 
you lazy dog ; do you mean to keep an old friend 
without a breakfast, till twelve ? " Come in," 
said I, "whoever you are." I could not help 
jumping out of my bed in complete dishabille 
on seeing my old friend and school fellow, 
Francis Cusiack, now Captain Cusiack, R. N. 
I could hardly believe my eyes. He had been 
for more than four years on a West India station 
with his ship, and, as I was informed by himself, 
had arrived unexpected by all his friends, a few 
days after the painful scene which had banished 
me from his mother's. Frank Cusiack and my- 
self had lived like twin brothers till he went out 
^ a midshipman ; and, though owing to acci'- 
dental circumstances, I had not, till lately, been 
at his mother's since we both were lads, yet we 
had never neglected any opportunity of seeing 
^ch other whenever his almost uninterrupted 
sea-service permitted it. 

I dressed with all possible haste, and began 
one of those strings of questions which intimate 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



90 

friends have always ready when they meet after 
a long absence. With a certain degree <^ re- 
serve in my manner, I ventured to ask after 
Captain Cusiack's mother and sister. My friend 
answered that they were pretty well, and fixed 
an inquisitive eye upon me. I could not help 
colouring up. Well, well, said the Captain, I 
see you are rather ashamed of your defeat at the 
hands of a priest But never mind ; the Church 
has, at all times, been more than a match for the 
boldest o( n^ ^^ Have you heard it all already, 
said I, rather flurried. — " To be sure, I have : 
how could it be otherwise ? Do you think my 
mother would conceal such a piece of business 
from me ?" " No, I did not think that : — I am 
sorry, however, you have alluded to that most 
painful subject" " What do you mean by 
painful ? If the pain arises from the interrup- 
tion given by Father Sohan, my mentioning the 
subject, as you call it, will probably relieve the 
pain. But if it be a pain which you wish to 
forget?"..." No, no, my dear Frank. It is a 
pain which I can never forget ; it is a pain I 
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love — a pain I carefully nourish,-' " Oh ! ph ! 
that's as romantic as any body can wish. Well 
then, I am ready to contribute my share to the 
proper growth and nourishment of the pain. 
You think there is no hope in the case, but 
I must tell you things are very much altered in 
y<mr favour. The all-powerful friar has been 
dismissed from the house, to make amends for 
the cenge he gare you." — —^' What ! Father 
Sohan dismissed from your mother's house } Is 
it really so ?' " It is, I do assure you. But I 
will not keep you in suspense. The joy which 
I expected on my sudden arrival at home, was 
miserably damped by the state in which I found 
both my mother and sister. My poor mother 
was so weak that I greatly feared she would not 
recover from the fainting into which she fell, 
when she had clung to my neck for a few 
moments. And as to my dear sister, I have no 
words to express the feeling with which I beheld 
her pale countenance and dejected eyes. All 
the bloom of youth was gone — she was evidently 
%iiddng into an early grave. 
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" As soon as my mother was tolerably composed 
to bear a long conversation, I begged to know 
the state of our domestic concerns. You must 
know that the influence of Father Sohan had 
not begun when I last quitted Ireland. He was 
a stranger to me, till he came to welcome me 
this time. But the welcome was only in his lips. 
I really believe he would not have been sorry if 
I had been washed overboard in the course of 
the passage. Exerting, however, his self-com- 
mand to the utmost, he was civil and insinuating 
to a degree which can never fail to disgust an 
old sailor. But to return to the state of the 
house : — my mother informed me how, under 
the spiritual direction of Father Sohan, Rose 
had been convinced that she was called to the 
cloister. She then acquainted me with, what 
seems to have been, your domestication among 
them. Your declaration, to my mother, in re- 
gard to Rose, entitles me to speak without 
reserve. Rose loved you." — " Good God," said 
I, interrupting my friend. " And is it possible 
that, knowing that fact, your mother could write 
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the letter, that so cruelly banished me from your 
house for ever?" — " What I am going to say will 
astonish you. My mother did not write the 
letter of which you complain. " Gracious hea- 
ven ! (I exclaimed in utter surprise and confu- 
sion) was it then a forgery ? " It was," said 
the captain, a forgery of the friar himself. He 
was able to imitate my mother's Italian hand 
most perfectly. This was known to my mother 
and sister, who had seen him do it, in joke. 
But the friar himself had the incredible impu- 
dence to declare the forgery to me, when I 
peremptorily asked for an explanation of the 
whole business, and he found himself both with- 
out hopes of continuing to govern the house, 
and to hurry my sister into the convent. He had, 
moreover, all the servants in the house ready to 
assist him in whatever he wished to do, for it was 
through him, that they had all come to my mo- 
ther's service. By means of the servants he in- 
tercepted her letters to you, and yours to her, 
except one which having escaped their vigilance, 
and being delivered to me, on the supposition 
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that it was to my address, dbdosed the mystery 
(for such it was) of your abrupt departure and 
obstinate silence." 

" The villain, (said I, in a transport of fury) 
but heaven forgive me, for speaking thus of a 
priest ^^ He is only el priestly villain, answered 
the Captain — I mean that he is a villain only for 
the purpose of promoting the advantages of his 
order. I have no doubt that he considered the 
whole transaction as a piotis fravjd^ which was 
to secure my sister to the convent, of which his 
sister was abbess. In fact, he positively de* 
clared tliat his duty had urged him to save the 
soul of my sister, from the guilt of turning away 
from God. The German lessons which you 
gave her, he said, were a thin veil employed by 
you, to win her affections. Knowing, there^ 
fore, that it was my mother's duty, to prevent 
your seeing Rose ; aware that my mother would 
obey him, if he ordered her to forbid you the 
house, but that the effort would be dangerous in 
her precarious state of health, he saved her that 
pain and risk, and did that whidi, he knew, she 
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ocmld BOt but approve. Such was his explana-* 
tioA. After all, it is impossible to trace the 
meshes of die net he had weaved, to have, both 
mother and daughter entirely submissive to him, 
even in concerns the most remote from his 
q>iritual office. As in the confessional, a pious 
woman, who fully commits her conscience to the 
direction of a priest, will not (as you are aware) 
conceal any thing from him, that artful man, 
Father Sohan, completely deceived both mother 
and daughter, in regard to each other's desires 
and intentions. The fear of acting against the 
inunctions of their spiritual director, kept the 
heart of each completdy closed to the other, 
while neither was aware that any restriction had 
been laid except on herself. Thus it was, that 
though my sister (whose piety cannot extin«- 
gnish the bold spirit of our family within her) 
had resisted the urgent recommendation of the 
friar, that she should lay herself under the obli- 
gation of a private vow, (because she would not 
bind herself to quit the world, till she had gone 
through the year of noviciate) he made my 
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mother believe that her daughter was to con- 
secrate herself to the queen of heaven, during 
a Mass which he was to perform on a certain 
day in our private chapel. He, however, obtain- 
ed my mother's religious promise, that she would 
not mention the subject to Rose ; whom, on the 
other hand, he made believe that the Mass was 
oflFered for the complete recovery of her mother, 
according to the directions of Prince Hohenlohe. 
Rose was to read to herself a manuscript prayer, 
after the consecration of the host ; my mother 
was made to believe that the paper contained 
the form of the vow which bound her daughter 
not to marry. He well knew, that as long as 
my mother remained under this deception, if 
you ventured to mention the wishes of your 
heart, she would at once deprive you of hope, 
by mentioning the vow, as, indeed, it actually 
happened. The plot would have had the most 
complete success, but for my seasonable return. 
The idea of my sister taking the veil, was ex- 
tremely painful to me — I absolutely demanded 
that her separation from us should be delayed a 
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whole year. The priest made a most desperate 
resistance, but I was peremptory, and my au- 
thority, as joint guardian with my mother, was 
respected. When my mother acquainted me 
with the intimacy which had been renewed 
between you and herself, and told me the strange 
manner in which you had left the house, I 
strongly suspected that the priest's hand was in 
this ; fortunately it came to light, before it was 
too late to save my sister from binding herself 
with religious vows.** 

On hearing this, I interrupted my friend with 
all the energy of revived hope, and enquired what 
were his sister's present intentions. My dear 
Tom, (he continued) I wish I could clearly un- 
derstand her intentions myself; but the young 
thbg has a stronger will of her own, than I was 
aware of. But all I can say, for the present, is, 
that if your affection is unchanged, you have a 
chance (I was going to say a good chance) of 
having your wishes futeUed. '*0h, my dear 
Frank, (said I, shaking his hand with vehe- 
mence) do not speak conditionally of my affec- 

H 
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tion. But how shall I proceed, in order to pro- 
mote the object nearest my heart ? I will not 
stay a moment longer in England: will you 
accompany me ? Are you ready to set out for 
Holyhead, by the mail to-morrow." " Gently, 
gently, my good friend, said the captain, smiling. 
If you return in such haste, it is more than 
probable, that you will spoil the whole business. 
It is a delicate matter, I assure you ; and you 
must not even write, either to my mother or 
sister, for the present; the one is in too delicate 
a state of health to bear agitation ; the other is 
; but I say no more." " This mys- 
tery will drive me mad," said I impatiently..." I 
shall be sorry for you," said the captain, still 
smiling, " but I am not at liberty to say more. 
All I can add is this : if you love Rose, you 
must not disturb her for some time. I hear you 
were going to Rome. Why, man, I have been 
told, that you have become a first rate divine. 
Stop, stop, did I not heat also, that you were 
going to take orders. How is this? Surely 
you do not expect to be allowed to marry, after 
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they have shaved the crown of your head at 
Rome." " Oh no ; (I replied in some confusion.) 
Despair made that notion cross my mind. But 
if there is hope, I would not take orders, were 
I assured of the popedom the year after." — 
" Well, now I understand you. But tell me ; 
would you have me for a travelling companion ?" 
** To Ireland of course," I said. " No, my 
friend," replied the captain. " There is nothing 
for you to do in Ireland at present, and there is 
no reason why we should not visit Rome to- 
gether. We shall be back in good time, for 
your chance of Rose's hand." I should have 
been infinitely more glad of going immediately 
tp Ireland, but I trusted my friend's judgment. 
Besides, a visit to Rome, in his company, held 
out to me such a prospect of pleasure, that I 
now began to look forward to the day when we 
should set out for Calais. But Captain Cusiack 
had business to transact at the Admiralty, which 
would detain him some weeks. I therefore re- 
solved to find how to employ the interval with 
some profit, in connection with my tlieological 
studies. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A second Manuscript — Contents of the Manuscript. — The 
Fathers and Tradition. — Who and what are the Fathers?'— 
Does the authority of TVadition rest upon the Fathers, or the 
authority of the Fathers upon TracBtion? — Liberal grant to 
the Traveller, on the score of passages from the Fathers. — 
Rome, the great receptacle of Superstition. — Destruction of 
books by the Orthodox, a source of Rome's apparent Unity 
of Doctrine. — Persecuting zeal of Theodosius the Great — 
His Inquisitors, — Conscience perverted by zeal. — Ancient 
Protestants. — Simplicity of Christianity, an indirect cause 
of human additions; — Sources of Papal Tradition. — Mis- 
taken reverence for the Fathers. 

As Captain Cusiack could not conveniently 
come to dine with me, I accepted his invitation 
to take my dinner with him at his hotel. I left 
him to continue the examination of some ac- 
counts, for the sake of which he had stayed at 
home, and returned early to my lodgings. The 
first look I cast upon my table, made me dis- 
cover a parcel, similar to that which contained 
the first manuscript* I did not, as before, stop 
to examine the envelc^e, and to form conjeo 
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tures. The seal was broken in a moment, and 
the imaginary resistance of the cover was pu- 
nished by tearing it in every direction. The 
contents were such as I had hoped ; — a manu- 
script in the same hand as the former, and a note, 
in which I thought I could evidently see marks 
of a lady's penmanship. I will not, however, 
stop to state the ideas which came into my head ; 
tliey seemed too absurd to be entertained for a 
moment The note was reduced to these words. 
" The Irish Gentleman has conferred a great 
&vour by noticing the preceding manuscript. 
The enclosed applies to an important branch of 
his argument The question which he pro- 
posed, as to the rise of Roman authority, among 
Christians, will be answered at a future period." 
Such was the note. In justice to my unknown 
correspondent, I subjoin the second manuscript. 

THE FATHERS AND TRADITIONS. 

The Fathers! — Who and what are the Fa- 
thers f is a question which would be re-echoed 
by thousands, if men were more in the habit of 
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enquiring into the sense of words, to which 
their ears are accustomed. A few writers ven- 
tured to put this natural and simple question, 
during the great struggle which originated in 
Luther's opposition to the Pope. But an outcry- 
was raised both by Catholics and Protestants ! 
" What horrible boldness ! cried the Catholics — 
" Where shall this end ! Has not enough been 
done?" said most of the Protestants. The Fa- 
thers? — the Fathers are on our side, said the 
divines of the Church of England : How in- 
deed could it be otherwise? For the Church 
must have been pure, at least till the time of 
Constantine. Perhaps it will be necessary to 
add a few years. We must not leave out of 
the period of purity those luminaries, Ambrose, 
Jerom, and Augustin. We want a portion 
of the fifth century." "Well then, said the 
Catholics, let us carry on our contest on that 
ground." What was the consequence? The 
ground thus chosen for the theological battle, 
was one full of rocks, hollows, bushy spots, bogs 
and fens. The troops were scattered in all di- 
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recdons. Protestants and Catholics alternately 
fell by a kind of sharp shooting, which has con- 
tinued with little interruption, down to the very 
day when the Irish Gentleman began to ply his 
theological rifle. It is, indeed, more than pro- 
bable, that at thie very moment, when this 
manuscript is penned, many a bullet is getting 
ready against the Gentleman himself, melted 
and cast from the same inexhaustible mine, 
which furnished the lead with which he so plen- 
tifully charged his first volume. But such a 
system of fighting is not to our taste. We 
have already called him out to the single spot, 
on which the question depends.* All that we 
mean to do at present, is to show the absurdity 
of the bush fight, about the Fathen. We well 
know the danger of our undertaking. We are 
aware that both Protestants and Catholics will 
attadc us most fiercely, for spoiling their ammu- 
nition ; but we fear not 

" Who are the Fathers ?" we repeat the ques- 

* See the First Manuscript. 
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tion. Shall it be answered in a list of names- 



Clemens, Papias, Justin, TertuUian, Irenaeus, 
&e. &c. ending in Bernard, the abbot of Clare* 
vaux ? But when the list has been surveyed, 
another question occurs ; — What is it that make^ 
these writers, Fathers of the Church ? There 
were other writers in their times : why are they 
not Fathers ? Is there a species of canonization 
in this case ? Is not the Church of Rome the 
awarder of that prerogative ? May it not be 
suspected, that those writers have been raised to 
that degree of authority, who most agreed with 
the views of the party who conferred these 
honors ?" 

But there is still another question, which is 
of no slight importance, in the controversy 
between Protestants and Catholics. Do the 
traditions of the Church of Rome, derive their 
authority from the Church ; or are they to be 
held as apostolical, because they are found in the 
Fathers ? If the first question is answered in 
the affirmative ; i. e. if the traditions have the 
character of divine truth, because the Church of 
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Rome holds them as such, what is the use of 
the Fathers in questions of Mth ? Prove the 
divine power given to the Church of Rome, 
(as we have called upon you to do) prove it in- 
dependently of the Fathers — independently of 
every thing, which as you say, depends upon 
that divine power of the Church, and do not 
move in the same circle, as that of the supreme 
authority of the Church proved by the sense of 
Scripture, and the sense of Scripture proved by 
the supreme authority of the Church, But if 
the traditions of the Church of Rome, derive 
their authority from the Fathers, it is time that 
we should examine that authority. To avoid 
making the examination too general and ab- 
stract, let us see how the Irish Gentleman 
proceeds, and what it is that he seems to take, 
as a first principle, when he appeals to the 
Fathers, 

For the present we will put aside all critical 
doubts, however well established, as to the au- 
thenticity of the works, and the genuineness of 
the passages alleged : nor will we question the 
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justice of the inferences drawn from them.* 
Well, then — Clemens, the third bishop of Rome 
was consulted by the Church of CorintL Igna- 

* That, without fatiguing the reader with a mass of antiqua- 
rian and critical learning, we may give him a specimen of the 
uncertainty which hangs over the works of the Fathers, we shall 
subjoin the account which Dr. Kaye, the Bishop of Lincoln^ 
gives of the works of Justin Martyr, the earliest of the Fathers, 
" of whose works any considerable portion has reached the pre« 
sent time." ... " Of the works printed in the Paris edition (of 
Justin) it is now generally admitted that the Confutation of cer- 
tain Tenets of Aristotle, the Christian Questions to the Greeks, 
the Greek Questions to the Christians, the Answers to the 
Orthodox, the Exposition of the True Faith respecting the 
Trinity, the Epistle to Diognetus, and the Epistle to Zenas and 
Serenus, were not composed by Justin." The learned Bishop 
proceeds to prove that the Hortatory Address to the Greeks is 
also a spuriaus work. It must be observed that most of these 
works are now rejected as spurious. Now the decision of ques- 
tions respecting the genuineness of works supposed to have been 
written eighteen hundred years ago, is perfectiy conjectural. 
Where there are so many spurious writings attributed not only 
to Justin, but to every one of the ancient Fathers, who can 
vouch for the authenticity, much less for the uncorrupted state 
of those supposed to be genuine ? Besides, have not the works, 
now declared spurious, been held as genuine for many, many 
centuries? Were they not during that time, supposed to con- 
tain the Traditions of the Fathers? Before we conclude 
this long note, we must caution the reader against suspecting 
that the authenticity of the Scriptures depends on similar proofs. 
That subject is touched upon in another part of this work. 
Note by the Editor^ 
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tius, the martyr, says something about the eu- 
charist from which it may be inferred that he 
believed transubstantiation. He also recom- 
mended the traditions of the Apostles. The 
bones of Ignatius were gathered by his deacons, 
and an annual commemoration of his martyr- 
dom was held where these bones were kept. All 
this, we are told, took place in the first century. 
In the second, we find Papias, who tells us that 
fasting will be rewarded by God. Justin Mar- 
tyr speaks of the eucharist in words which may 
be interpreted to mean transubstantiation. Ire- 
naeus pays very strong compliments to the 
Church of Rome, caUs her the most ancient 
Church (which he must have known to be false) 
and speaks of its superior headship, Irenseus 
also calls the eucharist a sacrifice : refers Chris- 
tians to the pastors of the Church : says that the 
virtue of tradition is one and the same every 
where ; though he certainly knew that at that 
noiBent the Churches of the East and the West 
were raging against each other about the two 
contending traditions in regard to the celebration 
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of Easter. The Irish Gentleman finds in Ter- 
tuUian the practice of making the sign of the 
cross ; the existence of the image of Christ on 
the sacramental cups; and a recommendation to 
a widow to pray for her dead husband. He is 
delighted to learn from St Clfement of Alexan- 
dria that Christians would do well to wear the 
figure of a JUK on their rings ; and indeed he 
would have discovered many more strange 
things of this kind, if he had continued his 
search. In a word, by the selection of a few 
short sentences out of the works of Christian 
writers who flourished during the course of four 
centuries, and by means of considerable dexte- 
rity in presenting those passages in a certain 
light, he thinks he has proved that every one of 
the doctrines and practices condemned by Pro- 
testants, had the approbation of some of these 
writers. Let us suppose the truth of this state- 
ment What follows ? Does it follow that the 
doctrines are true, and the practices unobjec- 
tionable? Is the authority of any of these 
writers sufficient to establish that inference? 
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The only just conclusion is, that the errors which 
the Church of Rome has collected into her 
creed, are very ancient, and that they had fol- 
lowers and promoters among some of the Chris- 
tians who had leisure to write. The antiquity 
of such opinions is no warrant of their truth. 
Paul says in the most solemn manner to the 
assembled elders of Miletus and Ephesus, ^' I 
know this, that, after my departure, shall griev- 
ous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the 
flock : also of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disci- 
ples after them. Therefore, watch,* &c." Jew- 
ish errors invaded the Church in the time of the 
Apostles. Pagan errors made their appearance 
as soon as the Gentile converts became the ma- 
jority. A mixture of both became the ground- 
work of Popery in the course of the first four 
eenturies. This is a fact which no candid and 
unprejudiced reader of ecclesiastical history can 

* Acts, XX. 29, dOj 81. What an exceUent opportunity did 
ftnl o?erlook here of recommending Borne or some other ora- 
cle for avoidii^ and stopping such errors. 
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) doubt Protestant writers may say what they 
please in regard to the purity of the early cen- 
turies of Christianity. They may contrive the- 

\ cries for the sake of that imaginary being, the 
Catholic or Universal Church, upon which they 
wish to build a kind of Papal Church without a 
Pope. Let such Protestants contend about the 
meaning of Justin or Irenseus. The irtie Protes- 
tantf the Protestant who, in matters of Christian 
faith and practice, rejects every authority but 
that of the Scriptures, will judge the Fathers by 
tliat rule.* The Protestant who knows that the 
true source of the Popish errors is in the human 
heart ; and that such errors under some shape or 
other have existed since the world began, will 
not be surprised to find embryo Papists in some 
of the earliest Christians.f 

But can it be supposed that the whole Church 
of Christ held these damnable errors from the 



* See Illustrations. 

f We strongly recommend to those who feel a more ardent 
love of the truth than of any individual Church, to study Arch- 
bishop Whately's work on the Origin of Popish Errors. 
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beginning ? Tliis is one of those questions 
wHcL, assisted by the wide di£fusion of false 
theological principles, are apt to throw the 
timid mind into fear and trepidation. Let us 
examine it coolly. 

Damnable errors is one of those expressions 
which theological anger has incurably poisoned. 
It originally meant errors which could not be 
approved ; it now signifies errors which must be 
punished by eternal torments. Heresy, in a 
similar way, originally signified a party combi- 
nation which practically disturbed a Christian 
Church or society. As, however, the method 
usually employed to collect those parties was the 
teaching of some doctrine peculiar to the leader, 
the name heresy became inseparably attached to 
doctrinal subjects. But it was not till Chris- ; 
tianity was considered as a system of logically 
connected propositions^ that the argumentative : 
disturbance, likely to be produced by some new 
notion, began to be treated as a mental sin of; 
the blackest description. Before that period, 
every proselyte from the heathen schools of 
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philosophy, brought to the Church, his own pre- 
vious notions, by which he probably thought he 
could illustrate the Gospel. This could not be 
avoided, unless the original Christian Creed had 
been made, what it became afterwards, Bsa enor- 
mous mass of articles about what should not be 
believed. — But let us proceed with the objection 
about damnable errors. Whether errors of pure 
understanding can be supposed to deserve any 
punishment at the hands of a just and merciful 
God, is a question which we may now put aside. 
Observe, however, what strange assumptions 
are implied in the proposed objection. In the 
first place, it is supposed, that to believe 
the above mentioned doctrines, necessarily in- 
volves the eternal perdition of a Christian. If 
) any Protestant has asserted this view, he cer- 
tainly did not know what spirit he was ot In 
the second place, it is supposed that if any one 
of those writers called Fathers, shall be found 
to approve any such doctrine or practice, it fol- 
lows that all Christians believed and practised 
the same, in the time of the writer. We ask 
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why ? Because if not, the Church would have 
condemned that writer. But here we ask again ; 
which Church ? Christians having been divided 
from the beginning, every Church or body of 
Christians approved or condemned according to 
the views which prevailed in it If by the 
Churchy Rome is understood, this is assuming 
the perpetual existence of that in&llible tribunal 
the Cliurch in the sense of the Romanist. 

Suppose, however, (what we firmly believe) 
that the ecclesiastical party which the political 
importance of the City of Rome collected, at a 
very early period, round her bishop, was in- 
clined to give its sanction to any of those no- 
tions above mentioned, which had become popu-* 
lar ; and to practices in general, which had a ten- 
dency to encrease the influence and power of 
the priesthood. That Church would naturally 
become the receptacle of every fanciful addition 
of this kind. In the next place, let us suppose 
(as it was the fact) that this Church proved the 
strongest among Christians, and by successive 
victories over its opponents became an ecclesias- 
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deal despotism : all her doctrines, in the course 
of many centuries would appear as nmversally 
approved ; especially if this powerful party had 
taken care to destroy every document which 
attested dissent from her doctrines and practices, 
n — Now no fact in history is better established than 
the regular and merciless destruction of every 
j t work which opposed the orthodox^ L e. the jwe- 
{ dominant party. This practice is recorded in 
I the ecclesiastical writers themselves, and it is 
unquestionably attested by the laws of the 
Roman Empke, from the time that Constantine 
the Great gave a decided victory to the party 
which held the Athanasian doctrine on the Tri- 
nity ; a party in which the Church of Rome took 
a prominent station. The books of heretics could 
not be saved from the flames, without imminent 
I danger to those who kept them. Punishment of 
\ death was denounced against every person in 
I whose possession heretical books should be found. 
j And who were heretics ? Every one idio dis- 
\ \ seated from the party declared orthodox by law. 
\ Hence in a great degree, the loss of a multi- 
\ 
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tude of works belonging to a period previous to ' 
thi0 leg^ Church unity. Every thing which 
contradicted the notions of the orthodox party 
perished for ever. It is no wonder, therefore, 
that the Zrish Gentleman cannot find Protestants 
of a period previous to this settlement of ortho- 
doxy. The orthodox by law allowed no works 
to exist but those which emncided, at least, in 
8ome degree Math their creed ; certainly none 
that contradicted it. This is the process which 
lias produced the Fathers. In former times, it 
was difficult to find the (yrthodox Churches among 
the contending pm'ties of Christians ; all called 
themselves orthodox, all represented their doc- 
trine as Catholic and Apostolic ; but from this 
time the hm of the empire defined whidi of them 
were really in possession of Christian truth. 
Churches which held the doctrine of the Trinity 
in the Athanasisui sense w«re called Churches of 
perpetual samtity. The dei^ <rf such Churches 
alone were entitled to the privileges which impe- 
rial fevour had originally granted to all Chris- 
tian ministers. Such Churches, of course, could 
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produce Fathers for the benefit of posterity ; all 
die rest were, of course, hot-beds of heretics. 
When Constantine had so decidedly put himself 
at the head of orthodoxy there was little chance 
that any thing should reach us from Christian 
antiquity, except through the orthodox^ L e. the 
TRIUMPHANT party. 

From Constantino's letter to Arius and Alex- 
ander,* and from the early laws in which he 
promised toleration, it is clear that he had hoped 
to keep the Christians together as one body. 
He soon learnt, however, that, not even his 
imbounded authority could keep the theological 
parties at peace. Policy required that he should 
give the victory to the most powerful body of 
disputants, and he put himself at the head of 
the Council of Nicsea, whose decrees he directed, 
and of whose unity his power was the bond. 
But it was not enough to arm the Homoousians 
with the power of the civil law. The emperor 
himself was obliged to adopt the rancorous lan- 
guage of controversy, and, from that time, the 

* Eusebius Vit Const b. 2, c 63. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



117 

law constantly increased both the severity of 
punishment for heresy, and the bitterness of 
expression against it A specimen of the ortho- 
dox law language of Constantine has been pre- 
served by Eusebius, which we must insert 
here, that the Irish Gentleman may calculate 
the chance which writers not orthodox^ had of 
transmitting their views, their reasons, their 
tradition, that posterity might judge between 
them and their enemies. 

" Victor Constantine, Maximus, Augustus, 
to Heretics. 

I now call upon you Novatians, Valentinians, 
Marcionites, Paulicians ; or you to whom the 
name of Cataphryges has been given, in a word, 
on you all who concoct heresies out of your 
fency; and, by means of this law, I demand 
your acknowledgment of the many falsehoods 
which are involved in your folly, and of the 
destructive poisons which are mixed up with 
your doctrines. They are poisons, indeed, by 
which the sound and whole are rendered weak ; 
by which the living are led to everlasting death. 
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and this by your means. Oh enemies of the 
truth, opposers of life, confederates of perdi- 
tion ! why do we not immediately cut oS by 
public punishment the roots of thk wretdied-^ 
ness ! Wherefore, by the present law, we com-' 
mand that none of you dare meet together in 
future. We ordain that all your houses wherein 
you hold conventicles shall be taken from you, 
and given to the orthodox. We forbid your 
meeting in private houses, which, if used for 
religious purposes, shall be confiscated, that not 
a single opportunity of meeting may be left 
you.'' 

Eusebius who reports this law exchdms with 
triumph, ^'that both the wild beaMs (i. e. the 
heretics) and the leaders of the impiety of these 
people were hunted away* rfkavvovTo re ol Otfpei^ 

olre Tiys 70VTWV hvaePeia^ i^ap^ou 

From this time forward, the laws against 
heretics, i. e. not members of the party, origi- 
nally declared orthodox by Constantine, were as 

* Vita Const lib. iii. c. 64. Some of these laws will be 
given in the Illustrations. 
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crael as those of the modern Inquisition. To 
give a detailed aecount of those laws, would 
exceed the limits (^ this paper. To form an 
adequate notion of the means by which the 
orthodoxy of the strong party, connected with 
Rome, was strengthened from the time of Con- 
stantine, to the middle of the fifth century, it is 
necessary to omsult the laws concerning the 
Church, which hare been preserved in the 
Theodosian code. But among these documents 
of atrocious persecution, the laws of the first 
Theodosius hcJd the pre-eminence of cruelty. 
The zeal of that prince is of a piece, with his 
barbarous treatment of the inhabitants of Thes- 
salonica. Probably the sincerity of his faith, 
and that of his public penitence, may be fairly f 
compared.* 



* Theodosius has always been a favorite with the priesthood. 
The most unbounded praise has been given to him, for tiie 
CSnistian humility with which he submitted to a public rebuke, 
from Ambrose, and for the subsequent slight penance, by which 
he gained readmittance to the Church. But Theodosius could 
not have adopted a better method to remove the odium, which 
bis brutal conduct had raised against him. Though he was a 
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It was Theodosius, who (A. D. 382) first 
established Inquisitors of the faith, and with 
that very name. The Civil Governors were 
directed to send Inquisitors about the pro- 
vinces ; to open their courts to informers, who 
were exempted from the odium of that office ; and 
to consider the regular exceptions to witnesses, as 
annulled in &vor of the prosecutor in case of 
heresy. The Roman Empire became a scene 
of the fiercest persecution. Thousands were 
driven into exile. Wealthy £unilies were re- 
duced to beggary. Many of the leading cha- 
racters among the dissenters, were sent to perish 
in the wildest and most desolate spots. A long 
list of heretical names is given in another law of 
the same Emperor, published the year after. 

bold and able captain, and had no constitutional check to his 
power, the Imperial throne was at that time the aim of adven- 
turous ambition. ,. The Clergy, and Ambrose, eminently among 
them, were in possession of popular favor, and the Imperial 
despotism became weak and tottering, whenever it failed of their 
help. A pious Emperor, therefore, i. e. an Emperor who 
courted the Clergy, was safe against rivals; a heretical emperor, 
i. e. one who like Valentinian IL and his mother Justina, belonged 
to the minority among Christitos, was in great danger of losing 
the crown. 
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Whoever was found to belong to any of these 
denomimttions, was delivered up to the com- 
bined fury of all good people^ namely, " those 
who delighted in the worship and beauty of the 
right religion."* 

If the living were treated in this manner, for 
the sake of Catholic unity, how must the works 
of the dead have been dealt with, especially at 
a time when the destruction of a few manu- 
scripts, could abolish for ever, the witnesses of 
every attempted resistance, to the innovations 
of the prevalent party ! To contend, therefore, 
that the few lines (for extremely few they are) 
in which it is supposed that some writers of the 
three first centuries, recommend doctrines and 
practices, rejected by Protestants, prove the \ 
universal consent of Christians in those points, 

* This law is the 11th, tit. de Hseret. It is against Eunomians, 
Arians, Macedonians, Pneumatomachi, Manicheeans, Encratitse, 
Apotactitte, Saccophori, Hydjroparastatse. Of all these, it is 
enacted that. Nihil yel public6 vel privatim quod Catholicse 
sanctitati officere possit, exerceant At si qui extiterit, qui tarn 
evidenter vetita transcendat, permissa omnibus facuhate quos 
recUB ohservantujR cukus et pulchritude dekctat, communi om' 
nium bonorum conspiratione peUatur. 
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is extremely unreasonable^ not to say absurd. 
The writings which might have proved that 
these innovations were actually resisted, have 
been all at the mercy of this tyraanical oriko^ 
doxy^ since the beginning of the fourth century* 
Nor could indeed the Refcnrmation deliver the 
ancient Manuscripts of the Fathers out of the 
keeping of the Roman party. There are induU* 
table proofe that even the works of the Fathers^ 
which Roman orthodoxy had allowed to exist, 
have often been mutilated and corrupted, when- 
ever they were found not to harmonise with the 
Creed of Rome. But even long before Constant 
tine, itwas dangerous to read and preserveandent 
writings which disagreed with the growing super- 
stition. Such indeed was the tyranny of ortho- 
doxy that some of the Fathers who wished to 
I read the anti-popular or condemned writings, had 
', to pretend visions from heaven allowing them to 
, read heretical books.* / We well know that the 



r 



* It is mentioned with surprise, by ancient writers, that Origen 
used to read heretical books. His pupil and successor (after 
Heraclas) in the catechetical chair of Alexandria, Clemens, 
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proefis of the destruction and interpolation of an- 
cient books (facts which have been brought to 
light by means of great labour and learning,) 
£Edl of effect with many. The cause is a false 
notion that it is unfair to charge such a multitude 
of religious men as must have been concerned 
in the suppression and alteration of ancient works, 
with deliberate fraud.* Such a sentiment has a 
bit show of liberality; yet the &cts of which we 
are in possession do not, and should not give way 
to feeling. Since the proofs of forgery and sup- 
pression of documents exist beyond all doubt, 
all that candour can do is to extenuate the guilt of 
those frauds as much as truth will permit Can 
it be believed, it is said, that such multitudes of 
pious men, could commit deliberate fraud ? We 

Alezandrinus, had to pietend a supernatural vision (a trick very \ 
common in those times) in which he received a dispensation to ^. 
read the books of heretics. He had another vision ordering him j 
to escape during the Decian persecution. Cyprian had a simihur , 
order from heaven. See Guerike, Hist Scholar Alexandrinse / 
TheologicsB, p. 6a See Euseb. Hist Eccl. vii. 7. 

♦ Many of the Works of the Fathers have only me manu- 
script to attest their genuineness. These MSS. are generally 
copies of a late period. 
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answer by another question, Could it be believed 
that a greater multitude of pious Christians would 
in the name of heaven, commit deliberate mur- 
der ? And have they not put thousands of men 
and women to death ? Have they not inflicted 
misery worse than death, by imprisonment, tor- 
ture, destitution and exile, on an innumerable 
multitude of human beings? And why? Be- 
cause the party which had power, thought that 
in persecuting and murdering, they rendered an 
important service to God and to his revealed 
truth. If then pious men have delivered up to 
suffering and death thousands of their own 
brethren, whose tears and sighs, whose pale and 
dejected countenances, whose bodGes livid with 
blows, and distorted by the rope and the wheel, 
might move cannibals to compassion — and this 
because those unfortunate men contradicted the 
opinions which their judges believed to be of 
divine origin, — would any set of men with similar 
principles spare the dead and unfeeling docu- 
ments which, according to a common notion, 
endangered immortal souls, and disturbed unity 
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and orthodoxy 'f The time is hardly arrived 
when Christians will fully understand the power 
of orthodoxy, (that feeling which unites men in 
the name not of divine charity but of divine 
truth) to pervert the heart of man. Both the 
ancient and the modern heathens have often con- 
secrated the animal desires into a service of the 
Deity. Orthodoxy has consecrated far more 
pernicious and diabolical passions to that same 
object It has consecrated to heaven, pride and 
the love of superiority. It has bestowed the 
attributes of Deity on every mind which believes 
itself in possession of divine truth; for what is 
ihat divine truth to which the orthodox man is 
ready to sacrifice the rest of mankind but his | 
own persuasion that what he believes is divine? ' 
If therefore forgetting the fallibility of his opi- 
nionsj he claims for the points which those opi- 
nions have settled to be divine^ the submission 
which is due to the Deity ;♦ if fixing his eyes on 
heaven, he sanctifies the anger which the oppo- 
sition of another intellect awakes in his heart ; if 
he calls that anger zeal for the truth which alone 
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can lead to everlasting life, he actually places 

himself on God's throne, and, as &r as his power 

extends, he commands pain and death to range 

abroad, as God sends the sword and the plague 

to further the designs of his unerring wisdom. 

i-'-^'But we must return to the ancient manu** 

; scripts : it is owing to these pious frauds, that for 

instance, the treatise of Tertullian on fasting, 

which he evidently wrote against the orthodox, 

was carefully transmitted to posterity,^ though 

the works in which he defended Montanus, do 

not exist. Thus it is that through the neglect, 

;| if not the direct will of the orthodox, a vast 

i number of works of the first three centuries 
. have perished. We cannot indeed conjecture 
j what these works contained ; but the orthodox 
\ rage against books since the beginning of the 

* It is easy to call Dallie and Barbeyrac calumniators of the 
Fathers. It would be more difficult to answer the facts which 
their works contain. It would be extremdy useful both for Pro- 
testants and Catholics to publish a popular abstract of these 
works. The time is come when this phantom^ the Fathers, 
should be stripped of its awfulness. For the few facts to which 
we have alluded, out of an immense multitude, see Dallseus, 
de Usu Patrum. 
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fourth century, gives us a Mr ground to conjee* \ 
tore that long before that time, unity was pro- I 
cured by the annihilation of whatever opposed 3 
the prevailing party. 

The Irish Gentleman cannot discover Protes- 
tants in the works of antiquity which have 
come down to us through the channel of Roman 
orthodoxy, and hence he concludes that there \ 
were none in those days. As well might a tra- ! 
veller in ancient Egypt have contended that | 
there were no crocodiles in that region, because 
he had found none in the province where it was 
a religious duty to destroy them. The traveller 
would however have shown more judgment, if 
before he drew this broad conclusion, he had 
tried to find whether the Priests' records men- 
tioned some methods of extirpating those het- 
erodox animals, or the treatment which some of 
them had received at the hands of the Priests 
themselves. At whatever time that happened 
there must have been crocodiles in the land. 

In somewhat like this manner, we have be- 
come acquainted with two Protestants, who lived 
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exactly at the period when many or most of the 
doctrines and practices peculiar to the Church 
of Rome, had received the sanction of that 
Church. Such proofs of the existence of Pro- 
testants, we certainly possess. We know these 
Protestants unfortunately enough, only in the 
writings of their merciless enemies. But even 
the pen of Jerom — a pen constantly dipped in 
gall, and constantly pointed for calumny, against 
his antagonists, has not been able entirely to 
distort the picture of Jovinian and Vigilantius, 
two priests, his contemporaries. 

Jovinian, as we learn from Jerom, taught that 
virtuous matrons and equally virtuous virgins, 
did not differ in the eyes of God : that fasting 
or eating, were in themselves indifferent Both 
Augustin and Jerom add that Jovinian taught 
an equality of rewards in heaven, and attribute 
to him the opinion that the truly baptized could 
not relapse. Jerom charges Jovinian with the 
strange crime of believing that the birth of 
Christ deprived his mother of her claims to the 
honor of physical virginity. Such contemp- 
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tible and indelicate subjects occupied the 
thoughts of the Fathers. Jovinian, it should be 
remarked, was neither a speculatist in religion, 
nor a man practised in writing. He could not 
therefore defend himself before the public against 
the three Church champions Ambrose, Jerom, 
and Augustin, the true Fathers of Popery. But 
where could Vigilantius have learnt to reject the 
most popular dogmas of that day unless it was 
from the true, though now generally discarded, 
tradition of a better and purer period ? Nor 
was Jovinian alone in the Protestant opposition. 
We know this from an epistle of Pope Siricius 
to the clergy of Milan, the town where the un- 
fortunate Jovinian had resided. In that epistle, 
Jovinian, Auxentius, Genialis, Germinator, Felix 
Plotinus, Marcianus, Januarius, and Ingeniosus 
are mentioned, as the promoters of the new 
heresy and blasphemy, and anathematized for 
ever. The piojis Pope and his Clergy having, 
as usual, applied for assistance to the Emperor 
Honorius, that orthodox and imbecile Emperor, 
ordered Jovinian to be beaten with diongs tipped 

K 
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with lead,^ and sent him to perish to the Island 
of Boa.f The other preachers of the Protestant 
heresy were sent into exile. 

The wild enthusiasm exhibited by the Fa- 
thers — especially Jerome and Augustin — in the 
praises of virginity, seems to have been occa- 
sioned by a revival of some common sense in 
the people, against that and other favorite doc- 
trines of the Church. We are informed by 
Augustin that even some of the sanctimoniales or 
nun^ of those days^ of whose purity there had ex- 
isted no suspicion, were induced to marry. The 
same Emperor Honorius, to assist the Church 
in preserving the often mvolimtary merit of her 
virgins, made a law, by which any one who 
married a female devoted to God, was declared 
guilty of a rape, his property confiscated, and 
his person banished. Secresy was promised to 
the informers. The alarm of Augustin is ex- 
pressed in language which, were not the subject 

• Plumbatis, See the decree. Cod Theod. Leg. 53 De 
haereticis. 

f The island of Boa is on the coast of Dalmatia 
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connected with much human misery, would 
certainly be ludicrous.* 

* Joymiana hseresis, sacramm virginum meritum sequando 
pudicitise conjugal!, tantum valuit in urbe Roma, ut nonnullas 
etiam sanctimoniales, de quarum pudicitia suspicio nulla prse- 
eesserat, dejecisse in nuptias diceretur, hoc maxim^ argumento 
cum eas urgeret, dicens ; Tu ergo meUor es quam Sara, melior 
quam Susanna, sive Anna? et caeteras commemorando, testi- 
monio sanctse scripturse commendatissimas foeminas, quibus se 
illse meUores vel etiam pares cogitare non possent Hoc modo 
etiam Virorum Sanctorum coelibatum commemoratione Patrum 
coDJugatorum prsedicatione firangebat. Huic monstro s. Ec- 
desia quse ibi ( Romee) est fidelissime ac fortissime restitit. Aug^ 
Retract, lib. 2. c. 22. The means were to complain to the 
Emperor Honorius, who moved by the pious lamentations of 
the Church passed the barbarous law above mentioned. See 
Godefroy, upon that law in the Theodos. Code. 

We may add here, by the way, a specimen of the ridiculous 
importance which the laws of the Church, supported by the civil 
laws, have given to things connected with the shows of sanctity 
invented for the purpose of magnifying the clergy in the eyes 
of the peoplQ. There is a law of Theodosius (Lex. 27 de 
Episcopis) in which after forbidding the Diaconissee or conse- 
crated females, to give their family property to the clergy — an 
enactment of which Jerom complains, but which he confesses 
the clergy had deserved by their avarice — employs the most 
emphatic language to forbid those nuns from cutting their hair ! 
That this part of the law was passed with the consent of the 
clergy, is clear from the penalty, with which the offenders are 
threatened — namely excommunication. « Females, says the 
law, who, against divine and human laws, and by the influence 
of the profession into which they have been persuaded, (mean- 
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Ancient protestantism appears to have been 
struggling in its last gap (for the time at least) 
about this period. Aerius, and his followers, 
denied that prayers were profitable to the dead. 
With the other doctrines which are attributed 
to him by the Fathers we have nothing to do, for 
those zealous writers never missed an opportu- 
nity of blackening their opponents. These 
Aerians are represented as Arrians. This, how- 
ever, we know from the Holy Father, Epipha- 
nius, namely, that Aerius, with his followers, 
was hunted out of all churches, territories, and 
villages, and that, attended by a large number of 
followers, he was obliged to wake fasting, all 



ing, probably, the clerical profession) shall cut off their hair, 
must be kept away from the Church.** Fceminje qu<B crinem suum 
contra divinas humanasque leges, insHnctu persuascn professi" 
onis absdderint, ab EccUsUe foribus arceantur. The law goes 
on raging in this manner, and ordains that a bishop, who should 
allow such cropt ladies to enter the Church, be deposed from 
his office. In what way the tradUion which made the cutting 
of the hair a crime against God and man, was changed into the 
tradition which obliges the modem nuns to cut off their hair 
(except in some privileged convents) it would be difficult even 
for our Traveller to explain. Note of the Editor, 
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nigbt, in the fields, exposed to the inclemency 
of the sky, or sheltered under projecting rocks, 
or in the fastnesses of the forests.^ 

That Vigilantius opposed, as corruptions and 
abuses, the very doctrines and practices which, 
since the reformation, have been considered such 
by the common consent of Protestants, is well 
known to every reader of Church history. How 
many predecessors Vigilantius had in the dan- 
gerous undertaking of opposing the popular 
superstition of the Church orthodox by law, we 
do not know with any degree of certainty. 
Their names must be in that long catalogue of 
heretics, whom we know only through the gross 
misrepresentations of Irenseus, Epiphanius, and 
Philastrius. Vigilantius, as far as we can guess 
from the virulent attacks of Jerom, accused all 
the popish practices of that time as innovations : 
innovations indeed which had their beginning 
long before, but which like all innovations in 
popular opinion, had grown silently, and were 

* £|^phanius hseres. 75. 
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unnoticed in their origin. Vigilantius con* 
demned, as superstitious, the monastic life ; the 
prayers for the dead; the lighted candles at that 
time generally used by Christians for the cele- 
bration of their worship, even in the day tinae ; 
the veneration of images ; the growing practice 
of pilgrimages ; the wakes or vigih before festi- 
vals: and the extravagant value bestowed on 
celibacy, as a virtue. Nothing, however, can 
more clearly establish the sound judgment of 
Vigilantius and show how unfurnished with good 
reasons Jerom found himself, than the refutation 
undertaken by that redoubtable Church cham- 
pion. We would recommend a perusal of his 
work against Vigilantius, to every candid man, 
Protestant or Catholic. The tone, and, as we 
might call it, the moral character of the work, 
are perfectly odious. With a total disregard 
of that purity which his extravagant praises of 
virginity might induce us to believe he valued 
and respected in all classes, he scorns the objec* 
tions of Vigilantius to the wakes, and treats the 
profligacy attendant on the night revels with the 
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indi£Ference of a thorou^ rake.* Insult, rib* 
aldry, personal abuse, constitute the whole de* 
fence of the practices condemned by Vigilan- 
tids. 

All this (it will be said) is an excess of zeal 
on the part of Jerom. But could Jerom, or any 
one else, have been so generally supported by 
public feeling, if the practices attacked by those 
Protestants of the fifth century, had not been 
supported by tiie constant tradition ol the 
Church? Before we answer this remark we 
must enter a fresh protest against the usual con- 
fusion of founding tradition on the authority of 
the Fathers and the authority of the Fathers 
on tradition. In regard to the approbation 
with which Jerom's answer to Vigilantius may 
have been received, we know nothing. Thou- 
sands might agree with those views who, 

* We entirely agree with Gibbon's observation, which we 
had quite forgotten when writing that in the text. ** Whoever 
(says the historian of Rome) will peruse the Controversy of St 
Jerom and Vigilantius, and St Augustin's account of the mira- 
cles of St Stephen, may speedily gain some idea of the spirit 
of the Fathers, chap, xxviii. note 74. 
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like tiie thousands who, in Italy and Spain, 
dissent from a powerful and intolerant Church, 
would take care to conceal their opinions* 
But grant, that at this time, the practices 
and doctrines rejected by the modem Protest- 
ants were embraced by a great majority : should 
we take the wide diffusion of tiiese doctrines as 
a proof of tradition ? 

We answer yes. A most ancient tradition 
had introduced all these notions and practices 
into the Church. But another question remains : 
had that tradition its source in the apostles ? 
There would be indeed a presumption in favour 
of such origin, if the practices themselves and 
the notions and feelings with which they are 
connected were not much more ancient than 
Christianity. But there is not one of these re- 
ligious customs which has not a parallel in 
the heathen religion, which Christianity found 
universally established in the Roman Empire. 
Such as are not a Church version of some hea- 
then superstition, are expressions of tendencies 
common to all mankind. Under these circum- 
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stances, the apostolical origin of every thing 
which might be diher apostolical or heathen, 
must be proved by unquestionable documents. 
The mere existence among Christians of what may 
come from the other source, cannot be admitted 
as a proof of apostolical tradition. If Chris- 
tianity had been a complicated system of reli- 
gious ordinances, the multitude of such ordi- 
nances would have, in a great degree, prevented 
the gradual addition of many more. Men ac- 
customed to a religion consisting of external 
practices, can more easily adopt a complicated 
than a simple worship. Totally to neglect reli- 
gion is an easy thing to many ; but to preserve 
alive the religious principle, by means of a ra- 
tional and enlightened conscience, in a manly in- 
dependence from the various contrivances which 
produce religious awe by means of the senses, 
or the imagination, is given but to a few. Had 
Christianity been as minute and oppressive a 
system of external rites as the most complicated 
worships of the East, it would not have been 
easily corrupted. But its extreme simplicity and 
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reasonableness, left too large a space open to su- 
perstition, disguised under the name of piotis 
practices and helps to devotion. 

To any one who studies the early records of 
Christianity with sound philosophy for his guide, 
it will be perfectly clear that the practices and 
doctrines in dispute, crept in among Christians 
as thinffs indifferent, which might be used for the 
benefit of religion. We may conceive the state 
of a primitive convert, though we find ourselves 
so far removed, both by time and habits, from his 
circumstances. Both Jews and Gentiles were 
accustomed to a multitude of external practices, 
by means of which they expected to atone for 
guilt, and to propitiate the Deity. When con- 
vinced by the miraculous powers of the apostles, 
either as a matter of observation or of credible 
report, they asked the important question, 
" What shall we do to be saved," and were an- 
swered, " Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ," and 
live in charity and purity of heart ; they must 
have felt a daily growing fear, that they were 
not in possession of the whole of the Christian 
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religion. They must have deeply felt the ab- 
sence of religious practices; they must have 
been in anxious search for a system of devo- 
tional services {Opviaiceia) without which those 
who were naturally inclined to religious fears, 
must have suspected themselves betrayed into 
that disguised Atheism, which their unbelieving 
countrymen thought they discovered in Chris- 
tianity. We, indeed, find an answer in point to 
these doubts, given by James the Apostle, in the 
frequently misunderstood passage, " Pure reli- 
gion (OfyriiTKeta) and undefiled before God and 
the Father, is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world.*" As Christianity 
had no ritual, no system of extenial service for 
those who wished to be consecrated to devotion^ 
the Apostles must have had to satisfy the unea- 
siness of those who missed their accustomed 
religious occupations. The religious tasks of a 
Jew were heavy, indeed, and if he aimed at 

• James, i. 27. 
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perfection^ quite a burden. Atonements, puri- 
fications, and precautions against defilement, 
must have occupied his whole time. The Gen- 
tiles were not so apt to make religion a particur 
lar business, because every act, public and pri- 
vate, was consecrated by some religious cere- 
mony, and the whole life of a Roman was an 
uninterrupted act of OfyijtrKeia or devotion. The 
primitive proselytes must have, the;refore, missed 
the habitual proofs of piety, and those regular 
prayers and rites against disease and misfortune, 
to which they were accustomed. Their new 
religion afforded them nothing external to sup- 
ply the place of what they had abjured. In 
this light, the declaration of the Apostle James 
appears clear and satis&ctory. He and his fel- 
low-labourers had already taught the true reli- 
gion of Christ; namely, fidth (i. e. trust) in 
God, both in regard to the present and the 
future life ; repentance implying a resolution to 
lead a moral life, and a humble confidence that 
their past crimes had been forgiven for the sake 
of Him who died on the cross to &ve them. 
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But in regard to propitiating and sanctifying 
practices, in point of means to obtain protection 
against, or relief from, temporal evils, the Apos- 
tles had taught nothing. The devout services, 
the OpffffKeia of the Gospel was unknown to the 
Christian converts. It was probably to remove 
this ignorance that the Apostle James tells them 
what that religious service con$ists in. The an- 
swer is reduced to this sublime view; the inter- 
nal part of Christianity is Faith^ and purity ; the 
external part, or service, is beneficence. 

Few minds, however, could satisfy themselves 
with this sublime simplicity. Their daily habits 
were inseparably connected with religious cer- 
emonies, the omission of which must have pro- 
duced fear and uneasiness. Their devotional 
feelings were expressed by certain consecrated 
actions, which were to them as familiar as their 
own spoken language. Nothing then could be 
more natural than that many of these things 
diould be transferred to the Christian Religion. 
The figure of a Cross, for instance, had been 
used from the earliest times as a religioug 
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charm.* When persons accustomed to use that 
symbol in different ways, as a protection against 
a multitude of evils, and fears of evils, found them- 
selves a ta loss how to allay the uneasiness of their 
&ncy, it was very natural that the Pagan sign 
should be made to signify the instrumennt of 
punishment on which the Saviour had died. 
Thi» accommodation of the heathen sign to 
Christian notions, could not be at first general. 
But if the leaders of the different Churches 
found nothing wrong in this version of the East- 
ern charm, it would soon become as general as 
it is described by Tertullian.f A similar view 

* This fact is unquestionable. The enemies of Christianity 
have made use of it against our religion, on the supposition 
that the use of the sign of the cross was essential, and of Apos- 
toUcal institution. As we deny that supposition, we fear nothing 
from the arguments of Dupuy and Payne Knight We are con- 
vinced that both the cross and the rosary were introduced from the 
same source, at different periods, among Christians. The rosary 
with the cross is seen in a medal of Citium, mentioned by Doctor 
Clarke, and engraved at page 328, Part IL of his Travels. 

f The Editor, when travelling in Spain some years ago, ob- 
served the people, not only crossing themselves, but kissing the 
thumb of the right hand, on which they pressed the index of 
the same hand, at right angles. On seeing this, he was suddenly 
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applies to candles, frankincense, and many other 
externals of the heathen and the Jewish worship. 
As a religion without sacrifices and without a 
priesthood had never been heard of, it was natural 
in Christian proselytes, both from the Jews and 
the Gentiles, to imagine a deficiency in their new 
worslup as long as they remained without a sub- 
stitute for their lost victims and hierarchy. Even 



struck by the recollection of a passage which had puzzled him 
when reading the beautiful Tale of Cupid and Psyche in Ap- 
piileius. It is there stated that the fame of Psyche's beauty 
was such, that people came from the country to see her, and 
that when they beheld her, they pressed the forefinger of the 
ri^ hand against the thumb, and kissed it, as if they had seen 
Venus herself. Let any one cross the thumb of the right hand 
over the index, turning the point of the fingers downwards, and 
he will see that he forms the sign of the planet Venus so fre- 
quently seen in Egyptian engravings : thus, ^ . The Crux 
ansata ? is well known. The rosary in the coin of Citium, 
above mentioned is the icmx ansata with the ansa or handle 
made of beads, representing eggs, the hieroglyphic of Ufe. 
The chaplet or circle made of these eggs, represents the perpe- 
petuity of life by transmission. The passage in Appuleius, is 
as follows : Mtdti denique civium et advence copiosi, quos exi- 
im spectacuK rumor studiosa celebritate eongregabat, inaccessce 
formositatis admiratione stupidi, £T admoventes oribus suis 

DEXTRAM, PRIMORE DIGITO IN ERECTUM POLUCEM RESIDENTE, 
UT IFSAM PRORSU8 DEAM VENEREM REUGI08I8 ADORATIONIBUS 

VENEBABANTUR. — Metamorph. lib. iv. 
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in the presence of the Apostles, assembled at 
Jerusalem, *the Jewish converts boldly asserted 
that the Mosaic ritual ought to be preserved. 
How much more must this feeling have prevail- 
ed when the great mass of Christians, not ex- 
cluding their most learned teachers, was reduced 
to a collection of raw proselytes ! The ignorance 
of Scriptural Christianity which appears in the 
early Fathers, is surprising. In this state of things 
the general tendency of the Church, (as the mass 
of Christians were called) could not &il to be 
a desire of assimilation to former habits. The 
Christian Elders would gradually be turned into 
priests ; the bishops, or superintendents of large 
congregations, with others under them, would 
assume the character of Pontifices and ArUistifes ; 
which are indeed names common to the Pagan 
and the paganized Christian Hierarchy: the 
Eucharist would be called a victim and a sacri- 
fice : the common table would become an altar ; 
and metaphors innumerarable would be sum- 
moned to the assistance of all these popular 
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fencies. The bread and wine used for the com- 
memoration of Christ's death, would be every 
day more and more literally flesh and hlood; the 
symbolical expressions of the great sacrifice, 
would rapidly lose their AzVoncaZ character; the 
work ot faith wovld. be turned into a charm \ 
and physical changes would be supposed where 
the moral changes originally intended, were now 
but little, if at all, perceived. All this would 
grow and spread daily, yet it would grow and 
spread imperceptibly, and without alarming, ex- 
cept a few really ^pm^aZ, i. e,rational Christians. 
Equally rapid must have been the growth of the 
superstition about the bodies of martyrs. Res- 
pect and veneration for the relics of eminent and 
beloved persons is common to all mankind. When 
Christianity, therefore, both a^ a religion and as a 
persecuted party, excited the warmest feelings of 
union and fellowship, the strongest expressions of 
gratitude and love would be bestowed on the bo- 
dies of those who had died for the Christian Reli- 
gion. That they should be honorably entombed 
was natural. That the Christians should cele- 
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brate their religious assemblies near those tombs, 
must be expected; for the view of such monu- 
ments of strong faith were likely to produce a 
similar feeling by sympathy. To address the 
Deity in a tone of aflFection for the deceased is 
a natural expression of sorrow. The Christians 
(it is a recorded fact) prayed for those of whose 
virtues they had the highest opinion. The Saints 
were prayed for ; and this was only a version 
of the sit tibi terra levis, and the Ter dictum 
Vcde of their former customs. It had been com- 
mon among mankind to o£fer relief to the dead. 
At first, the gross method of o£fering them meat 
and drink and providing them with money, had 
prevailed: libations succeeded in the progress 
of refinement; prayers for their repose was the 
next step ; finally prayers to them as intercessors 
with God, was the last stage. Thus, refine- 
ment, proceeding upon the unsteady ground of 
&ncy, crowned the original absurdity in the 
attempt to spiritualize it That the system of 
mortification and ascetism so highly approved 
by the Church of Rome, was admired by many 
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nations, long before the publication of Christia- 
nity, is a well known feet Austerity, as the visi- 
ble sign of sanctity and perfection, has always 
been a favourite with all men whose power over 
others depends on the public profession of un- 
common virtue. Papias, we are told, fasted 
twice in the week. But the Pharisee in the 
parable is an older model of that kind of vir- 
tue. Fasting is an old tradition indeed; and 
those Christians may fast who like it or find 
it usefuL But there is no trace of an Aposto- 
lical tradition for the establishment of an autho- 
rity who under pain of mortal sin and damnation, 
diall say to Christians, on such and such days 
you shall fast, such and such food you shall eat. 
A similar history might be traced of all the 
Christianized superstitions of the Church of 
Rome ; and if tradition, i e. ani/ kind of tra- 
dition, were a proof of truth, all of them might 
be proved by tradition. There can be no ques- 
tion, indeed, that some individual must have 
begun to accommodate the old popular practi- 
ces to Christianity : there is no doubt that others 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



148 

took up the revived notions or practices, as things 
worthy of being incorporated with their newly- 
adopted religion. When one generation had 
passed away, the tradition would be established, 
at least in a certain place and among a certain 
set of people. Every one would remember 
that he did such and such things in his youth, 
and no one would remember how the doctrine or 
practice was introduced. In the course of three 
generations a popular notion of this kind (espe- 
cially when borrowed from the old religion of 
the Country) would have spread far and wide. 
It would be found established every where; and 
since it could not be traced up to any definite 
origin, those whose interest it was to support it 
(and let it be observed that there is not one of 
these traditions which is not fevorable to the 
clergy) would surely derive it from Christ, and 
the Apostles.* 

* It is a fact of no small importance that the original nnq^E- 
city of the Gospel was known to the Pagans, at the very time 
when the growth of superstition in the Christian Churches had 
scarcely left a trace (except in the New Testament) whereby to 
recognise the Gospel. Ammianus Marcellinus, an impartial 
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But why (it will be objected) were not these 
practices resisted when they first appeared? 
We answer, why are not some of the most 
cruel diseases opposed by medicine from the 
very beginning? Because they come on with- 
out raising alarm. The greatest part of these 
Christianized superstitions (we repeat) must 
have appeared very innocent at first; many of 
them must have been hailed as eminently useful 
and pious. When, in the course of three or four 
centuries, they had almost supplanted the Gos- 
pel, when the few who could distinguish the 
tares from the wheat saw the harvest almost 
choked by the weeds, they raised their voice 
against the eviL But it was too late. A Church J 

Pagan, who observed the christians tearing each other with a 
rage greater than that of wild beasts (as he expressed it) hsLi 
these words, in the account which he gives of Constantius. 
Speaking of his persecuting zeal, he says, that that emperor 
" had mistaken an anile superstition (namely the then prevalent 
Christiamty) for the Christian religion, which is definite and 
simple.*' — ReUgionem Christianam, absolutam et simpUceni 
anili superstitione eonfiindens, §*c. The memory of a betUr 
state of things in the Church, must have been alive in spite ^ 
the prevalent party, whose additions had corrupted the Gospel. 
The passage of Ammianus is in book xxi. § 16. 
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' tyranny, a priesthood fest approaching to the 
state of a clerical monarchy, had acquired a for- 
midable power from the very prevalence of these 
superstitions. The ^mperors themselves had 
borrowed the assistance of this ecclesiastical 
power. The clergy, however, were worse than 
useless to the emperor, unless they formed a 
compact body. Hence the eager orthodoxy of 
a Constantino and a Theodosius. The most 
able politicians were naturally the most ardent 
supporters of Church unity — for without unity 
the Church could only disturb them. The most 
popular Churches — i. e. the Churches which had 
embodied most of the ancient popular notions 
with Christianity, were, therefore, more and 
more united under that which, from the former 

^ power of political JRome^ was most conspicuous. 
When this took place, Roman tradition felt too 
strong indeed against any dangerous disturbance. 
We know from St. Augustin the dread which 
the Dissenters of his time felt in regard to the 
Church. He states that Faustus the Manichean 
would have engaged to argue freely, and show 
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the advantages and proofs of his system, if 
it had been possible to reduce the discussion to 
reasoning, and to remove the terrific authority 
of the Church. " Terribili Auctoritate separata 
etmera et simplice ratione, eos, qui se audire 
vellent introducturos at Deum, et omni metu 
liberaturos.*" 

That formidable Church was at liberty to 
prove any thing, as tradition, to which there 
was the least allusion in an old writer. She 
could establish the paternity of the writer, by 
the goodness of the tradition ; and knew how to 
estabUsh the authority of both beyond contra- 
diction, by her own authority as the only true 
and Catholic Church, whose truth and Catholi- 
city would be made clear as noon light by 
the combined and irresistible power of tradition 
and the Fathers. If, nevertheless, any one could \ 
harden himself, as the monster Jovinian, against . 
such a mass of light, — if any one was bold 
enough to disturb the stream of tradition — the . 
remedy was obvious. He was beaten with 

• Aug. ad Honorat De utilitate credendi, cap. xi. 
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/ loaded scourges, and sent to perish in a desert 

/ Island. His books, if he had written any, were 

[ destroyed, and whoever attempted to preserve 

them was placed in serious danger. The stream 

I of tradition was thus preserved from every thing 

I which was not the tradition of the prevalent 

I party. 

It will be observed that in setting down these 
views, we have expressed ourselves with little 
respect for the judgment and knowledge of those 
pretended vehicles of tradition, the Fathers. 
We might easily account for this want of the 
usual veneration towards those ancient writers. 
But we refer the reader to the works of Daille and 
Barbeyrac. Yet we wish to remove that strange 
impression under which divines, with very few 
exceptions, speak of those men as if they were 
but one collective being, made up of an equally 
distributed quantity of knowledge, of judgment, 
and of Christian virtue. To treat writers of 
different nations, times, and languages, as one 
individual--^to demand a certain degree of res- 
pect for this imaginary corporation^ is as absurd as 
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it would be to complain that some person did not 
show proper respect to the writers of Europe. 
The Fathers are writers of different periods, and 
as different from each other as any two European 
writers, taken at random. The Fathers them- 
selves were so far from dreaming that they 
belonged to a class entitled, as such, to venera- 
tion, that they abused each other with bitterness 
equal to that of modern controversialists. Jerom 
was not aware how sadly he was trespassing when 
he passed in review the principal Fathers that 
had preceded him. The passage is worthy of 
consideration, as it shows the very defects which 
would make the ancient writers, called Fathers, 
very uncertain vehicles of tradition even if they 
were sufficient vouchers of it. "TertuUian 
(says Jerom) abounds in sentences, but expresses 
himself with difficulty. The holy Cyprian flows 
sweet and placid like a pure fountain ; but being 
a man of practical virtue, and occupied with the 
anxiety of persecutions, he has not discussed 
the divine Scriptures. Victorinus, he who was 
crowned with a noble martyrdom, cannot ex- 
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press his own thoughts. I wish that Lactantius, 
that river of TuUian eloquence, had been 
able to prove our religion as easily as he upset 
that of the Pagans. Arnobius is unequal, dif- 
fuse, and obscure from want of arrangement. 
St Hilarius raises himself on the Gallic buskin, 
and is quite unreadable to the people. I will 
not speak of the others, whether dead or still 
living, of whom those who shall come after me 
will pass their judgment one way or the other," * 
Jerom, however, was grievously mistaken in his 
prophesy. Hard and sanguinary, indeed, has been 
the struggle from which we derive the liberty 
which, at this moment, we venture to exercise, f 

* Ep. 13. ad Paulin. 

f It will be allowable to add the opinion which Jerom enter- 
tained of Basil. We take it from Gibbon. Jerom's words are 
BasiHus CiBsariensis episcopus Cappadoci/B clams habetwr,,, 
qui mtdtacontineniifB et ingenii bona uno superbuB tnalo perdidit, 
** Basil of Caesarsea, in Cappadocia, is held a distinguished man 
...who by his pride alone spoiled many good qualities of mind 
and conduct" This irreverent passage (sstys the historian of 
Rome) is perfectly in the style and character of Jerom. It 
does not appear in Scaliger's edition of the chronicle; but 
Isaac Vossius found it in some old manuscripts, which had not 
been reformed by the monks. Note to chap. xxv. Decl. and Fall. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Increasing doubts. — Danger of falling into Scepticism. — 
An illness. 

I confess I was provoked by the second ma- 
nuscript much more than by the first. There 
is something not only painful but irritating in 
missing a blow into which you have sent your 
whole strength ; — in finding that you have 
strained every nerve and muscle to strike a 
phantom which mocks you. I had collected all 
Protestants into a unityi and against that sup- 
posed unity I directed my batteries. But it now 
appears (and I really cannot deny it) that Pro- 
testantism does not imply tmity^ except in ques- 
tioning and denying the claims of our Roman 
Catholic Church. If those claims could be un- 
questionably proved by something previous to 
the right of interpretmg the Scripture by tradi- 
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tion, which is the first privilege which our Ca- 
tholic Church contends for, all the rest would 
be comparatively easy. There would be little 
or no necessity to rummage the Fathers, except 
for the sake of illustrating doctrines which would 
be established antecedently to their testimony 
and authority. But I cannot be so perverse as 
to shut my eyes to the existence of a flaw in 
the title which our Catholic Church brings 
forward. If she builds her supernatural privi- 
leges on tradition, the certainty of those privi- 
leges cannot be greater than the certainty of 
tradition. If our Catholic Church contends 
against Protestants on the authority of Scripture, 
she then depends entirely on the interpretation 
of those passages; and it really would be 
mockery to rest the certainty of her interpreta- 
tion upon a supernatural authority which must 
be proved by the interpretation of the passages 
themselves. 

This argument had been haunting me since 
I perused the first manuscript. The second 
manuscript, though it is rather diffuse and bears 
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marks of haste in its composition, certainly 
widened the breach which the first had made in 
my Catholic faith. Still I heartily disliked 
every kind of Protestantism with which I was 
acquainted. And now I began to perceive with 
real pain that I could not escape from the di- 
lemma I so eagerly urged in my former work. 
^^ Either Roman Catholic, I said to myself, or 
unbeliever." But unless I prove myself a weak, 
superstitious man, who may be ^frightened into 
acquiescence in spite of a strong sense of delu- 
sion, is not my choice already made for me ? 
The Roman Catholic system seems to be a 
theory gradually formed to fill up some real or 
fancied deficiencies in the books of the New 
Testament. All Christians agreed from the 
beginning that the Gospel is the only means of 
salvation through Christ But it was soon 
found that Christians could not agree as to what 
the Gospel is. At first it was supposed that 
the teachers, or the clergy must know ; but the 
clergy differed among themselves. Then it was 
conceived that some particular clergy or Church 
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must be recognized as the standard of faith, for 
the sake of peace and unity. I have heard this 
theory rather hinted at than avowed by one or 
two Roman Catholic priests, who possessed more 
than the common share of theological learning. 

They confessed that Church infallibility is one 
of those necessary fictions without which no ex- 
tensive combination of men can exist They 
acknowledged confidentially, that Church infalli- 
bility could not be proved; but that, as they 
could not suppose that Christ would have left 
his flock to fierce and interminable contention, 
it may be believed that he had tacitly allowed 
the establishment of that theory of Church go- 
vernment which was best adapted to keep the 
mass of Christians from splitting into adverse 
sects.^ But I am not at all satisfied with this 
view. The theory so long acted upon, has failed 
of producing the union for which it was con- 
trived. After all, if we are to look upon our 

* We know, upon the best authority, that the late Mr. Eus- 
tace acknowledged this to be his yiew, in a conversation with a 
Protestant clergyman. 
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Church-unity as a mere political theory, then it 
is high time that the laity begin to be cautious 
lest they help the clergy too far. The theory 
seems indeed to have always worked exclusively 
for the advant£^ of the clergy. But my present 
business (continued I in this internal soliloquy) 
is to make out what I am really to believe. 
When I have settled this, and escaped from that 
alternate blind faith, and timid, yet troublesome, 
scepticism, which have divided my existence so 
many years — then it will be time to settle how 
I am to act. 

In this uncomfortable state of mind I retired 
to my bed. The reasoning on which I had 
been employed went on as in a dream. It 
seemed as if sleep, poising itself to close its 
wings upon me, was scared away by an invisible 
power at the very moment when I began to 
taste the sweetness of repose. I started up 
repeatedly, and, every time I started, I found 
my own dilemma as clear and prominent before 
my mind as if I had been dwelling upon it with- 
out the least interruption. That internal voice. 
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with whose inaudible speech, few, I beMdve, 
are happy enough to be unacquainted, said to 
me ahnost continually ^^ either the Roman Ca- 
tholic system of religion is true, or Christianity 
is false," In vain did I try to stop the spirit 
that spoke within me, at this critical point. I 
knew full well the syllogism of which that was 
but the major proposition. I wished either to 
hush the minor or to change it into its contrary. 
But the inarticulate voice went on. " The reli' 
ffiatis system of the Church of Rome is not true, :" 
Therefore Christianity itself... With what pain- 
ful eflFort did I turn away my very soul not to 
hear the concluding words! Exhausted much 
more than my usual health and spirits had yet 
allowed me to experience at any time, I now 
lost myself in sleep, for about an hour. But I 
awoke again feverish, and with a growing pres- 
sure like that of a tight bandage round my head. 
Unwilling to alarm the house I continued toss- 
ing in my bed till the day light began to appear 
through the curtains of my window. When my 
servant came in he found me in a state which 
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induced him eagerly to ask my leave to send 
for a physician. The doctor came soon after. 
He said that I was in a high fever which 
he suspected to be a typhus. Perceiving that I 
was a stranger in London, he asked my servant 
if I had any intimate friend or relation in town, 
and desired him to acquaint those who had an 
interest in me, that I was dangerously ill. I 
need not add that Captain Cusiack was soon at 
my bed side. But I soon became unconscious 
of his presence. For several days I was deliri- 
ous. The danger increased and my life was 
despaired of. But the strength of youth pre- 
vailed. The fever began to abate, and when I 
came to myself I recognised the affectionate 
friend of my youth. The man who had often 
faced death unmoved on the waves of the ocean, 
was now tending me with all the tenderness of 
an affectionate nurse. When the danger was 
over and when though extremely weak, I was 
allowed to move from the bed to the sofa, it ap- 
peared to me now and then that the chasm 
which the delirium of the fever had left 

M 
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in my mind, was gradually filling up. Some 
faint recollections shewed themselves at first 
which I could hardly distinguish from the half 
dreaming ideas which float in the mind during 
great weakness unattended by pain. But like 
drops of water placed near each other, those 
recollections began to run suddenly together. 
In this manner I finally felt convinced, that 
during the fever, my brain, not to say my mind, 
had carried on in some way or other the religi- 
ous argument in which I was employed at the 
time of the seizure. The interest, indeed, 
which the subject of religion had now for me, 
was not only great but personal I had before 
devoted myself to the study of divinity as a 
controversialist, and chiefly for the sake of the 
political body of Roman Catholics, with whom 
my birth had connected me. My thoughts were 
now engaged in it for my own sake. The 
strong hold which religious habits had upon me, 
from my childhood, could not be loosed by my 
growing unbelief, without pain, and, I may say, 
fear. It appeared to me, that during my deU- 
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rious state, fear had been present to my mind 
almost without interruption. Our Catholic Re- 
ligion, I must confess, though abounding in 
means to soothe religious fears, impresses the 
ideas of physical suffering, in the next world, 
too vividly. The pictures of hell torments which 
our devotional books contain, are quite terrific, 
and the shock they produce at an early age is 
seldom forgotten in after life. Even the des- 
criptions of purgatory, on which the mind dwells 
without despair, alarm the imagination to a de- 
gree which becomes almost distracting in seasons 
of weakness and low spirits. These fears were 
now checked by the exertion of my reason, but 
an anxious feeling clung to my breast which 
neither reason nor toiU could allay. I was ir- 
resistibly drawn towards a disbelief in Christia- 
nity, just at a time when reviving hopes, in 
regard to Rose Cusiack, made me lament the 
loss of religious sympathy with the person near- 
est my heart. Supposing that she gave up the 
thoughts of taking the veil, and accepted the 
offer of my hand, how could I honestly keep 
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up the delusion under which she was, as to my 
religious principles ? On the other hand, if I 
disclosed the state of my mind, how could I ex- 
peict that the tender conscience of Rose could 
bear a union with an infidel? 

The still remaining weakness of my frame 
made this mental anxiety rather dangerous; and 
of this I was aware. But my eagerness was 
too strong for my judgment I desired my ser- 
vant to bring me my own Travels, and the ma- 
nuscripts. In spite of dizziness I continued 
reading and comparing. I wrote an order to 
my bookseller for a copy of the works of Daille 
and Barbeyrac on the Fathers. It would have 
been more reasonable to have read these works 
before I gave my book to the world. But I 
was now resolved to be quite fair and candid. 
I had my table almost covered with the contro- 
versial writers which I had brought with me, 
when Captain Cusiack came into my room. 
He was shocked at the sight, and entreated me 
to put aside the books and papers. The danger 
of a relapse (he told me) was great if I engaged 
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in mental labour too soon. With the frankness 
of a sailor, and the liberty of an old friend, he 
immediately undertook the removal of my con- 
troversial tools, and, in doing this, saw the two 
manuscripts. " What, ho ! (exclaimed the 
Captain) have we here, Tom? May I ask 
what new work this is? It seems something 
for the press. I told my friend all I knew about 
the manuscripts, and this led gradually to a 
communication of the state of my mind, in 
which I did not conceal my anxiety in regard 
to the insuperable difficulty which, if I could 
not stop my religious doubts, would arise against 
my union with Rose : for sure I am (I concluded) 
that if I cannot prop up my faith in the Catholic 
Church, I must throw up Christianity alto- 
gether." " How so ?" replied Captain Cusiack; 
to my great surprise. How so !" (said I) can 
you — whose attachment to our Church was so 
strong — can you so have changed as to admit 
that any thing may be true Christianity except 
the Catholic system ? " Most assuredly I have," 
answered Cusiack. — " What, are you a Protest- 
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ant ?' exclaimed I, with great surprise. " That 
is another question," answered my friend. " If 
to admit the existence of true Christianity inde- 
pendently of Rome, is to be a Protestant, you 
may call me one," added he, and concluded by 
positively putting a stop to the topic on which 
we had touched. To contribute as much as it 
was in his power (he said) to the mental repose 
which was so necessary for my perfect recovery, 
he assured me that his sister was by no means 
intolerant, since her emancipation from the 
spiritual tyranny of Father Sohan. But he 
concluded with an earnest wish that I should 
not cast away the hope of a Christian. He ut- 
tered these words with such emotion that I could 
not but join, heart and soul in the same wish ; 
though I could not conceive either the possibi- 
lity of being a Christian without being a Catho- 
lic, nor could guess how in the world my Mend 
had come to a different conclusion. 
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A new Acquaintance^ and a new View of CJontroversy. 

In the course of a fortnight I had so completely 
fecovered that my ilhiess and danger had dwin- 
led into a distant recollection. I now resumed 
my studies with fresh ardour. I read Daille and 
Barbeyrac with attention. I consulted the pas- 
sages of the Fathers in the works themselves, 
and I could not find that they were either gar- 
bled or misrepresented. Chance made me fall 
in about that time with an article in the Edin- 
burgh Review, which having been published at 
a period when these subjects had little attraction 
for me, I had never read before.* From all 

* In the Guide to an Irish Oendeman by the Rev. Morti- 
mer O* Sullivan this article of the Ed. Review has been referred 
to, and an extract from it given. The editor of these Travels 
received a copy of Mr. 0*Sullivan*8 work immediately after 
its publication, and having looked it over with sufficient atten- 
tion to form a general opinion of its merits, is happy to declare 
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these sources of information I was convinced 
that I had wasted my time and labour upon the 
Fathers. I must however freely confess that 
many of the passages which I quoted were taken 
from modern controversialists, on whose accu- 
racy and honesty I thought I might rely. 

But it was not the question about the Fathers 
that harrassed me at this time. I was now con- 
vinced, fully convinced, that the theory of Church 
infallibility, with all its props of Councils and 
Fathers, was totally imsound. But there my 
dilemma presssed fearfully upon me; either 
Church infallibility exists, or Christianity can- 
not be true. Without Church infallibility, how 
shall I know what I am to believe in order to 
be saved? Without infallibility how can there 
exist one Catholic and Apostolic Church. Ab- 



that, as far as the Irish Gentleman's arguments could endanger 
the cause of truth, Mr. O* Sullivan's answer removes the neces- 
sity of any other. It is however to be regretted that this learned 
and able writer does not appear quite free from that dependance 
on church authority, which, (except for its internal regulations) 
is as groundless in point of right, as it is injurious to the cause 
of true Protestantism. 
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sorbed in these thoughts, I had laid down my 
pen, and was resting upon an open folio, when 
Captain Cusiack was announced. My servant 
Lientioned another name also, which I did not 
citch, but my friend did not long leave me in 
d :)ubt. With a cheerful and animated counte- 
mjice, which already expressed affection and 
es;eem for the person of whom he was about to 
spjak, he asked my leave to introduce his old 
and high valued friend the Rev. Joseph Fitz- 
gerald. The Gentleman thus introduced had a 
Oiodest manner. He was evidently more than 
fifty years of age, perhaps fast approaching to 
sixty. But his animated countenance, especially 
when he spoke, made you forget his age and 
almost think him a man in the meridian of life. 
I soon learned that Mr. Fitzgerald had for many 
years been chaplain in a man of war. He might 
long before have had some preferment, but he 
liked a sea life. When at sea he considered him- 
self independent of the world, and gave himself 
up to study, to meditation, and above all to the 
instruction and advantage of every one in the 
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ship, who was willing to profit by his conversation. 
It was at sea that Captain Cusiack had made his 
acquaintance. In the course of three or four 
years, during which they had been shipmates^ 
the acquaintance had grown into intimate friend* 
ship. Mr. Fitzgerald had landed in Ireland, 
(of which he was a native) with my friend, then 
his Captain. By the recommendation of Captain 
Cusiack, Mr. Fitzgerald whose health was too 
weak to undertake parochial service, had obtain-^ 
ed a pension, and retired from the naval service. 
I was glad to learn that, having heard of our 
intention to visit Italy, he had proposed himself 
to be our companion. 

Mr. Fitzgerald's conversation on common 
topics interested me much in his fiivor. This 
interest, however, was greatly increased when 
I learnt that since his arrival, with Captain 
Cusiack, in Ireland, he had been intimate at 
Mrs. Cusiack's. As he stated this circumstance 
he delivered to me a letter from Mrs. Cusiack 
herself. It was the first I had received since the 
the day when, through the intrigues of Father 
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Sohan, I had left her house in anger and de- 
spair. Captain Cusiack, perceiving the agita- 
tion into which the sight of this letter had thrown 
me, desired me to keep it unopened till I should 
be alone, alleging as a reason that he knew the 
contents. It was he, he added, who, having 
acquainted his mother with my dangerous illness, 
had occasioned the appearance of this, which he 
was sure was only a complimentary letter on my 
recovery. He added that he wished now to in- 
troduce me to his friend as a theological writer. 
I took this for a joke ; but I confess I thought 
it unseasonable. The proofs of my theological 
studies, however, were so abundantly scattered 
over my table, that I could not deny the charge. 
I said some unmeaning words, as it were, in 
extmuaiion of my having engaged in contro- 
versy, and concluded by professing respect for 
&U sincere Christians of all denominations. 
" There is no need of apologies," said the 
Ciq;>tain. " My friend has read your Travels ; 
but he bears you no grudge. If you have no 
objection, Mr. Fitzgerald will enter freely with 
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you upon the subject; for though he has no 
odium theohgicum about him, he declares you 
have done a great deal of mischief." " Captain 
Cusiack (said the chaplain) you should not 
attribute to me such harsh language, if you 

wish Mr. M not to conceive a prejudice 

against me." " No Sir," I replied, " there is 
no such danger, on my part I know that I 
have treated all Protestants rather roughly, and 

Mr. Fitzgerald, as I hesitated a moment, 

relieved me from my embarrassment " You can- 
not, said he, have more to say against the views 
of Protestants, as they split into sects, than I 
myself am disposed to acquiesce in. Fortu- 
nately for what I conceive to be truths Protest- 
ants are not bound together by that dangerous 
tie of Church infedlibility, which makes Catho- 
lics a compact body. The question between 
Protestants, taken as a body, and the Church of 
Rome, should not be tried by the truth of the 
doctrines which Protestants hold on particular 
points. Many of those doctrines are very 
groundless and extravagant ; many are very 
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useless, if not dangerous to real Christianity. 
But no faults of this kind can prove the validity 
of the claims of the Church of Rome to guide 
the Christian world, in the name of Christ" 
" I am very glad," said I, " to hear your candid 
and liberal concessions ; and I myself am most 
willing to be equally frank and open on my 
side. I am ready to acknowledge that the 
theory of infallibility \s. ..groundless. I will not 
soften the expression. But, I must add, that 
when that plausible theory is removed, Chris- 
tianity itself seems reduced to a nonentity." " I 
should be extremely sorry," replied M. Fitz- 
gerald, " if the alternative between receiving 
Christianity on the basis of Church infallibility, 
or rejecting the Gospel as a fable, could be 
proved. Bui I will never shrink from denying 
what is clearly false^ from the fear that I shall 
be obliged to deny more and more by and by. 
My rule for many years of my life has been, to 
examine every subject before me, by the best 
means which its nature and my circumstances 
afford ; and then to abide by what I find, con- 
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scientiously and to the best of my judgment." 

I confess I was startled by this declaration. 

Had I heard it from a young man, I should 

have taken him for a coxcomb. But the age 

and manner of the clu^lain, impressed me with 

respect. Still I could not help observing to 

him that his views reminded me of professor 

Scratchenback and the rationalists of Germany. 

" Sir, (he replied in an earnest manner) nothing 

will be accomplished towards the removal of 

religious error, as long as there is an invidious 

name at hand to be applied to every view, and 

even to every method of examination which 

seems to diverge from popular doctrines: I 

mean, from doctrines which are considered as 

established by some authority which a majority 

of the people, or the government supports. 

T^From the earliest times of the Church it has 

; been the favourite plan of the orthodox, i. e. 

the party who, for the time being, felt strong 

i enough to claim superiority, to stamp every 

\ new opponent with the neune of some previously 

• defeated sect. By this means the idea of an 
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error, supposed to be well known and con- '\ 
demned by common consent, — the notion of 
some obsolete vagary, — perhaps of something 
criminal, attributed to those who were known 
by the invidious name, is at once attached to 
tie person who states any disturbing view, or 
even proposes some method of investigation of 
which the estabUshed, or comfortably settled 
party, suspects the result will be against them. I 
have sometimes thought lliat a book might be 
written, with the little of the Champion of the 
faith, on the plan of Machiavelli's principe. 
As the arts of a despot are disclosed by the 
Italian writer in the instructions he gives for the 
conduct of the government, so the stratagems of 
the controversiaUst might be exposed in direc- 
tions for the suppression of heresy. In such 
a book the use of sectarian names ought to be 
preeminently recommended. The rule should 
be to meet the iirst appearance of dissent by 
giving it the appellation of some formerly con- 
demned sect. This has, indeed, been the con- 
stant practice of the Church of Rome, and like J 
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all the practices of that most politic body, it is 
grounded on a deep and accurate knowledge of 
the human mind. For independently of the in- 
vidiousness of the name, it must perplex and 
exhaust the adventurous disturber of orthodoxy^ 
by compelling him to neglect his principal point, 
and begin by disproving the supposed identity 
of his views with a convicted heresy. If the 
name is given with proper ability, the difference 
will be one not to be stated or perceived with- 
out considerable discrimination, and accuracy of 
language. The world will not be up to these 
niceties, and the orthodox controversialist i. e. 
the controversialist on the established side — may 
now leave his adversary to cry himself hoarse 
with protestations of his innocence of the old 
heresy implied in the name. But of all apella- 
tions which the controversialists may use as mur- 
derous weapons, none can equal that of rational- 
ist : for it applies, not to doctrines but to me- 
thod ; and the method is that which every mind, 
not in trammels to a religious party, must con- 
stantly follow. Every man who calls in the aid 
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of reason to question a popular notion in reli- 
gion, is a rationalist. The charge is as plain as 
the light. The unhappy reasoner may shrink 
from many or even all the opinions hitherto 
held or attributed to the German rationalists. 
Yet, as he is a rationalist^ in one sense of the 
word, those opinions must be his own : and if 
they are not yet his own opinions, they will be 
a short time after: for (say the logicians) those 
opinions follow from the method of reasoning 
adopted by the rationalists : — in other words — 
were we to proceed on that method, we would 
adopt such opinions as inferences : therefore the 
man, in question, cannot avoid them. ^^In 
diarity to him,* and for the sake of his consis- 
tency, we must believe that he actually holds 
those inferences as true." 
I was imwilling to interrupt the striking and 



* It was not tiU lately that charity was found to apply to the 
*ct of imputing tenets, which a neligious party rejects. But it 
tt tn excess of charity, sanctioned by episcopal authority in the 
Church of England. See Debate on the Irish National Educa^ 
tion, in the House of Lords. 
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animated observations of my new acquaintance^ 
who was very fast gaining upon me, both, as to 
the respect due to his age and manners, and the 
weight which his powers of reasoning and his 
modesty deserved. I only disclaimed even the 
most remote intention to charge him, or his 
views, with the irreligious consequences attribu- 
ted to German rationalism. He answered me 
with uncommon mildness, that he had not the. 
least suspicion of any such intention on my part, 
adding that, if, as he hoped, he should have the 
pleasure of conversing with me upon these sub- 
jects, he begged me to understand that whatever 
vehemence might appear in his manner, arose 
only from the long and painful attention which 
he had given to these subjects. "As I feel 
confident, he added, that Christianity is daily 
losing ground, owing to the misdirected efforts 
of those who stand forth as its champions, I can 
hardly control the vehemence with which the 
recollection of this evil urges my mind to meet 
it. But what is my power to stop such an inve- 
terate disease !" 
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G^tain Cusiack, who, the whole time, had 
kept his eyes fixed on his friend, and (as I began 
to suspect) his instructor^ stretched his hand to 
him, and said : " We must not despair ; since- 
rity, my dear shipmate, is sure, in a long chace, 
to get ahead of policy. But we must not part 
company with our youngster here (pointing to 
me) without doing something for him. You 
must take him in tow, Mr. Fitzgerald, as you 
did me, when I was a mere log in the^e mat- 
ters." " I should certainly, said I, take it as a 
great kindness from Mr. Fitzgerald, if he would 
assist me in my present difficulties." " With 
all my heart," said the good old man. "But will 
not our journey affi)rd us the best opportunity?" 
"To be sure," said the Captain, "besides, Mr. 
Fitzgerald, you may then kill more than two 
birds with one stone." " What do you mean?\ 
said I with surprise. "You'll know by and 
by, lad! Good by to you for the present. 
We leave you to read the letter which has been 
80 patiently waiting upon the table." Having 
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said this, he scarcely gave time to Mr. Fitzg^ 
raid for the usual compliments, or to me to show 
the civilities due to a gentleman, who had, for 
the first time called upon me. 
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CHAPTER X. 

An agreeable Surprise.— A long Letter.— Joy in prospect 

I OPENED the Letter with some agitation. Hope 
had been daily making my attachment to Rose 
Cusiack grow into an all engrossing feeling. 
Perhaps my illness had also contributed to this, 
My last clear thought before the fever deprived 
me of consciousness, was bestowed on Rose and 
her mother. I felt at that moment with uncom- 
mon keenness how unhappy that.man is who has 
to bear the evils of life by himself, and without 
the soothing tenderness of a wife or a near fe- 
male relative. Again, the first collected thought 
which left a trace on memory, when I recovered 
my consciousness, was connected with those two 
amiable persons. Imagination made me perceive 
the heavenly enjoyment which past danger af- 
fords to the exhausted sufferer, in the tears of 
joy which glisten in the eyes of a wife, a mother. 
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a sister, who feared they had lost you, and now 
have found you. All these feelings and impres- 
sions revived at the sight of the letter ; and my 
hand shook when I broke the seaL I read what 
follows : 

" My very dear friend, — There was a day 
when I thought your name would never pass my 
lips again. To the wrong which this thought 
did you, my heart pleads not guilty. It pro- 
ceeded from another heart — a he^t capable of 
darker passions, than I even knew to exist But 
his name shall certainly not proceed again from 
my lips or my pen. 

So you have been ill — most dangerously ill, 
my friend, my child in affection ; and I have not 
been so fortunate as to bestow upon you even a 
look of sympathy ! When I heard of your 
illness, my first impulse was to set off imme- 
diately for London, to nurse you. But my al- 
ways delicate health was growing worse than 
usual, and I was kept back against my will* 
Need I tell you that both myself and Rose have 
been most happy in your recovery ! But you 
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will soon hear all this, and much more from our* 
selves. Frank has persuaded us to accompany 
you and himself in your continental tour. We 
are to have another travelling companion. By 
this time you must be acquainted with the 
Reverend Mr. Fitzgerald. I cannot well ex- 
press how I do value that excellent man. He 
was sent by Providence, together with my dear 
Frank, to prevent the evil which was impending 
over us. Without their seasonable arrival I 
should have died of anguish, and my dear Rose 
would have gone distracted. Yet her strength 
of mind is wonderful. In that delicate frame, 
under that angelic mildness, there lies a fire, a 
^irit, a firmness, which would astonish you if you 
saw it kindle. Her earnest and enthusiastic de- 
votion made her a slave to the able and artful man 
who directed her conscience. But the moment 
his insincerity appeared, there was no tie, no fet- 
ter strong enough to baffle her mental resolution. 
She had put her heart and conscience in the abso- 
lute power of a man^ because she thought she 
Was bound to acknowledge in him the represen- 
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tative of God. A proof, however, of the rash- 
ness of such a surrender, coming so home to 
her, was enough to alarm and arouse her dear 
understanding, which had been so long in bon- 
dage. She protested she would not trust her- 
self to another priest, till she heard what Protest- 
ants had to say upon that subject. She assured 
me she had often regretted that our Church keeps 
even those who might be supposed competent 
judges, at least for themselves, in total ignorance 
of every objection to her tenets. If the leaders 
of the Catholic Church were conscious of error, 
would they not act in exactly that manner ? I 
was surprised but not shocked to see my dear 
daughter thus determined to settle the most im- 
portant point, in this our state of trial, fairly 
and deliberately for herself. You know that my 
excellent uncle O'Donovan became a Protes- 
tant during his travels. I loved him as if he had 
been my own father, and though his change had 
raised in me, (then very young) a secret horror 
of his person, he no sooner came home than his 
presence and the sound of his voice, dispersed 
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at once the cloud of disaffection which supersti- 
tion had cast over my heart My fether, though 
externally a Catholic, believed in no religion — 
md I knew it My good mother had died, and 
there was no one except my priest who could at- 
tempt to keep me from my dear uncle. But 
his endeavours were fruitless. My uncle settled 
in our house. Though not the master of it, his 
influence was felt throughout the &mily. His 
dignified mildness, the regularity of his conduct 
attended by his perpetual cheerfulness, infused, 
as it were, a spirit of order, and with it a sense 
of happiness, which since the death of my mo- 
ther had disappeared from among us. He un- 
dertook to finish my education. He never tried 
to make me a Protestant ; but he constantly cau- 
tioned me against the evils of superstition : and 
especially against a complete surrender of my 
judgment to the priest He made me read the 
ecclesiastical history of the Abb^ Fleury, who 
dioQght himself a Catholic, was candid enoughnot 
to conceal the gross abuses which the court of 
Rome has cherished at all times. These seeds of 
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mental independence were choked by the subse* 
quent influence of my husband; for as you well 
know, Mr. Cusiack was nearly enthusiastic in 
his attachment to the Church of Rome. My 
love of him was like a spell over my souL I 
could not feel happy till I had assimilated my 
mind to his mind, and my heart to his heart I 
became to all appearance a bigot : my child, my 
dear Rose, was brought up as if in her cra- 
dle she had been vowed to the cloister. But as 
she grew up there appeared flashes of thought 
in her mind which alarmed the priest who had 
the direction of her soul. She, however, was 
the foremost to subdue this, her own mental 
boldness, from a noble desire to sacrifice every 
thing to God. The artful and designing m^i 
you know, employed his really powerful talents 
in the work of irrevocably enslaving her souL 
At the same time her declining health and the 
approach of the final sacrifice which she was 
about to make, awaked the most agonizing feel- 
ings in the heart of a mother, as you well know, 
my friend. Pain and anxiety goaded my un- 
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dentanding into courage; though certainly 
against my will. All that I had read, all that I 
had heard against the religious orders revived 
in my recollection. It revived, indeed, in what 
I might call a prolific state : for every thought, 
every idea, seemed to bring with it a chain of 
consequences of which I had never read nor 
heard. Nothing harrassed me so much as the 
&ct that in spite of the most glaring abuses, the 
Roman leaders of our Church continue to sup- 
port the establishments from which these abuses 
spring, though such establishments are by no 
means connected with the dogmas of the Catho- 
lic creed. I heard many years ago what hap- 
pened to Scipio de Ricci, the bishop of Pistoja,* 
who attempted a reform of the convents and 
nunneries in his diocese. I cannot repeat the 
horrors that transpired on that occasion. Ne- 
vertheless the whole power of Rome was bent 
upon hushing the facts. The ecclesiastical laws 
from which the abuses arose, continue to this 

♦ See his Life by De Potter, 3 vols. 
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day without change. Girls of sixteen are al- 
lowed to bind themselves with perpetual vows, 
and monks, exempted from the episcopal juris- 
diction, are in many cases, entrusted with the 
direction of the nun's consciences. Another 
circumstance shocked me : that was, the multi- 
tude of relics which Rome spreads over the 
world. A young Jesuit had returned from Rome 
about the period I am speaking of. He thought 
he could not make me a more acceptable present 
than that of three precious fragments which he 
had obtained from the pope's treasury of relics. 
I have a copy of the certificate signed by the 
bishop who was at the head of that collection ; 
and I can assure you, that I could not help 
blushing for shame, that a prelate of the Church 
of Christ certified, under his hand and seal, that 
he had bestowed on the devout petitioner a 
piece of the cloak of St. Joseph, the Virgin 
Mary's husband, as well as a piece of her gar- 
ment.* Is it possible that the Roman hierarchy 

* A Copy of the Certificate alluded to will be found among 
the Illustrations. 
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can gravely support such barefaced impostures ? 
But I repeated to myself what I have heard 
some learned priests say: that these ore only 
corruptions of the court not of the see of Rome. 
To this nice distinction I had clung tiU the af- 
fair, in which you had so much to suffer, was 
completely disclosed and unravelled. 

What I should have become imder the bewil- 
dering impression it produced, whether Pro- 
testant, Deist, or still worse — ^had it not been for 
the kind assistance which that excellent man, 
Mr. Fitzgerald, gave me, I cannot tell. But I 
was fortunate in venturing to open my heart to 
him. We had frequent conferences in the pre- 
sence of Rose. He even took the trouble of 
writing for her some leading observations on 
these questions. He did not urge us, as others 
usually do, to become members of the established 
Church, as a matter of course. Shaken as was 
our trust in the Catholic system, he begged us 
to pause, till the shock which had produced our 
.doubts, had ceased to agitate us. His principal 
cftre was to prevent in us the usual mistake of 
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suppeidng that the great religious question is 
about which Church is the true one^ as if the truth, 
of Christianity depended on the claims of some 
one politico-religious party. But I have written 
myself almost into fainting. I do not expect that 
this long letter will give you a clear notion of 
our present state. We scarcely have it our- 
selves. I only intend it as a request that you 
will not decline our company, and that, in spite 
of your strong attachment to Catholicity, you 
will allow two Protestants (Mr. Fitzgerald and 
my son Frank) and two wavering Catholics, to 
be near you during this visit to the head quar- 
ters of your religion. Indeed if any man can 
venture into such company without danger it is 
one who has become the champion of the 
Church of Rome. 

May heaven bless you, my dear, dear friend ! 
With what delight I shall see you ! My Rose 
joins in affectionate regards. Tour's ever, 

M. C* 

I could hardly believe myself in the full pos- 
session of my senses when I had read this letter, 
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I was aware that Mrs. Cusiack had a powerful 
understanding, and I knew the great abilities of 
her daughter. But there was a mental courage 
in all this, which I could not have expected to 
find in either. My head and heart were now 
thrown into indescribable confusion and agita- 
tion. Who could measure the joy of travelling 
in company with Rose ! The convent had va- 
nished from between us — I had learnt from her 
own mother that she loved me. I was now only a 
nominal Catholic — and she would not reject me 
because I adhered to the religion of her and my 
forefathers. But would ^he accept the hand of 
a dissembler ! This thought gave me an inde- 
scribable pang. But the joy of the meeting 
soon excluded every other thought and feeling. 
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AN APPENDIX 



THE CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE, 



THE DOUBTS FREQUENTLY CONNECTED WITH IT : IN THE FOAK 
OF A REVIEW OF A BOOK, ENTITLED : 

** A Treatise on the Nature and Causes of doubt in Religious 
Questions, (with a particular Reference to Christianity,) with 
an Appendix on some Common Difficulties, Lists of Books," 
&c. &c London, 1831. • 

It is impossible to read the small volume which 
has lately appeared under the above title, without 
conceiving a friendly feeling towards the author. 
He has concealed his name ; but even if he had 
not given such a plain proof of his modesty, 
every reader of moral taste would have soon 
discovered that the writer had ventured his little 
work before the public with the purest inten- 

* This Review of a small book which was published in Lon- 
don about three years ago, was found among the MS S. of the 
Rev. Mr. Fitzgerald, who was introduced to our readers in 

O 
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tioDS, and with not a grain of hidden vanity in 
his mind. That he is still young may be con- 
jectured from some passages of his book ; but 
that, nevertheless, he has gone through very 
tr}ring states of mind upon religious subjects, is 
declared by himself without parade or affectation. 
It appears that in early life he was either a dis- 
believer in Christianity, or looked upon it with 
a high degree of doubt Having examined the 
subject attentively, he saw sufficient reason to 
accept the Gospel, as a gift from heaven, and 
put himself under its influence. Fortunately 
(we will be bold to say,) he did not give way to 
the violent feelings which some persons consider 
as the only test of returning faith. He seems 
to have acted with a calm and rational steadiness 
of purpose — such as, we conceive, was the case 
with many who, during the mortal life of Jesus, 
came to him, not as if they ^' had already at- 
tained" every thing which it was the purpose of 

Chapter IX. of these Travels. Knowing that it was never 
offered for publication, and considering it in the light of a satis- 
factory answer to the doubts which the Irish TraveUer must 
have raised in many a mind, upon the important subject of 
Christian Evidence, the Editor does not fear that the present 
Appendix may be censured as out of place in this work. It is 
properly an illustration to Chap. IV. 2d vol. 
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his preaching to teach them, but gradually to 
improve under his instruction. Our author, it 
seems, returned to Christ at one stage beyond 
that of Nathanael. He had already found that 
something good could, and had " come out of 
Nazareth." He placed himself under the Divine 
Master, having arrived at the general, but most 
important persuasion of that portion of the Jews 
who, in spite of clamour and prejudice, had the 
candour to declare of the Saviour — " He is a 
good man." The result of this step is expressed 
in the following simple and unpretending decla- 
ration, which we copy, as containing the scope 
of the whole work. 

" To discuss the body of the Christian evi- 
dence has not been the object of this work ; on 
the contrary, it has been carefully avoided, as an 
inquiry, perfectly distinct from this preparatory 
one. Yet, it is now, the sanguine wish of the 
author of these pages, that, all his attentive 
readers are prepared to enter vigorously into this 
needful examination. If any have ever done 
so, without satisfaction, before ; he is, now, full 
of hope that, bearing in mind the various mazes 
pointed out in the foregoing, and into one or 
more of which it is probable he may have wan- 
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dered — bearing in mind, especially, those fre- 
quent causes of uncertainty and confusion deli- 
neated in the course of the second division of 
these observations, he will at last arrive, at as 
peaceful, and, considering the peculiar nature of 
the subject, as unclouded a conviction, as, not- 
withstanding an unusual degree of former wan- 
dering and anxiety, now, and for several years, 
has filled the breast of the author of these pages." 
Hardened, indeed, to all sympathy must be 
the breast which, whatever may be its convic- 
tion on the subject of Christianity, shall be able 
to withhold a wish that this ** peaceful convic- 
tion" may attend him to the end of his life. 
We repeat, that any one who should not feel 
this wish, must be hardened to all sympathy : for, 
ready and willing as we are to make every allow- 
ance for all degrees of scepticism, not used as 
an excuse to immorality — ^and thoroughly well 
acquainted with all the faults which, on the part 
of religionists, go far to extenuate the keenness 
of prejudice with which Christianity is fre- 
quently assailed — knowing all this, and being 
completely free from even a shadow of bitter 
zeal in regard to unbelievers, yet we could not 
but think unfavourably of any one who should 
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either hate or despise the spirit which animates 
the small volume before us. 

That anger, or contempt, or both should 
be roused by such enthusiastic, confident and 
impertinent assurance, as is unfortunately dis- 
played by many who take the lead of the various 
crowds whose clamour disturbs the religious 
world, and provokes the worst passions of the 
irreligious, is perfectly natural. But odious 
must he the moral temper of any thinking man, 
who, upon so important and (it must be con- 
fessed, ) so prepossessing a subject as Christianity, 
can scornfully dismiss a sensible person, who, 
urged by his own experience, addresses the 
modest request, " Come and See." 

We will not, however, deny (though the 
acknowledgment is painful,) that among the 
numerous advocates of the truth of the Gospel, 
few confine themselves to this unassuming invi- 
tation. With the exception of a very few 
master-minds, the writers of what are called 
Evidences seem more intent on the work of ex- 
aggerating the power and weight of their own 
arguments, than on making them be felt by the 
persons whom they wish to convince. This 
grievous mistake may be explained without 
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much dispar^igement of thode who are guilty of 
it. It arises from a general unaequaintaiice 
with the human mind, and more particularly 
with that mental state which they undertake to 
change. How few indeed, among the regularly 
educated, have studied the laws of the human 
understanding, and the modifications to which 
they are subject from the moral affections ! How 
small is the number of those who have given 
a due attention to diat true logic and rhetoric 
which, mangled and defaced by schoolmen and 
pedants, had fallen into contempt, till the long 
unknown labours of a few superior men, who 
developed their own powers in the conscientious 
discharge of the duties attached to scholastic 
tuition, revived only a few years ago, the genu- 
ine doctrines and views of the greatest philo* 
sopher of antiquity ! 

" What ! (many of our readers will exclaim,) 
is it necessary to study Campbell and Whately 
before a zealous Christian attempts ^ to give a 
reason of the hope that is in him ?' Is this a fit 
subject for the refinements of logic, and the 
artifices of rhetoric ?" Certainly not But the 
answer expected from every sincere Christian 
when he is scornfully charged widi following a 
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graundless, or (as it was frequently thought in 
the days of Peter and Paul,) "a foolish" reli- 
gion, made up of " cunningly devised fables," 
must be very different from a professedly scien- 
tific apology, a philosophical demonstration, 
volunteered by a Christian, and forced upon the 
attention of the unbeliever. When an ignorant 
or injudicious advocate mistakes the nature of 
his arguments, and endeavours to substitute 
declamation for proof, the best cause may be 
lost without much blame on the part of the 
judges. The disappointment of highly raised 
expectations inevitably makes the human mind 
recoil towards the extremity opposed to that 
whither it was making its way. Yet nothing is 
more common than to hear people talk of the 
demonstration on which the truth of Christianity 
rests — thus inviting, as it were, the sceptics to 
make demands upon the advocate of revealed 
religion, which it is impossible for him to an- 
swer. The use of the word demonstration upon 
any moral subject is, indeed, absurd ; and espe- 
cially so when applied to a long chain of argu- 
ment made up of moral, historical, and criticd 
evidence, the links of which are of very unequal 
solidity, while the strength of the«whole — if the 
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connection and dependence be that which these 
demonstrators pretend — must be estimated by 
the resistance of the weakest part 

There is a passionate assurance in matters of 
Christian faith, which, being nothing but a dis- 
guised party spirit, is still, and, we fear, will 
long be displayed in the religious world, as the 
highest of supernatural gifts. Were we to pro- 
pose a specific distinction for this spurious faith, 
we should say that it is inseparably allied with 
anger. Being a faith of the will^ and depend-^ 
ing a great deal on that sympathy which is the 
soul of party, it is painfully disturbed by oppo- 
sition, or even simple disbelief. Hence the 
exact similarity of the zeal which this faith ex- 
hibits under every possible variety of creeds* 
The Mahometan, the ELindoo, the Jew and the 
Christian, calculate the sincerity of their faith 
by the glow of passion which the denial of their 
tenets excites in their breast "Away with 
such a fellow from the earth, for it is not fit 
that he should live." Such has been the natural 
expression of the feeling commonly mistaken 
for faith^ from the days of Paul to those of the 
last victim of the Inquisition. No man ac- 
quainted with the human passions can doubt for 
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a moment that such manifestations of anger, 
whatever may be the apparent occasion, neces- 
sarily proceed from pain inflicted on the grossest, 
the most selfish, the most animal part of our 
internal being. When, however, the progress 
of civilization, or rather the check which widely- 
spread unbelief and dissent lay upon this spuri- 
ous faith, prevents such furious manifestations 
of zeal, there succeeds a boasting of certainty, 
which gives vent to anger in the shape of dogged 
assertion. It is, perhaps, mildly expressed ; 
the tone is that of compassion, but there is a 
lurking satisfaction in the very certainty and 
magnitude of the danger from which we assure 
the opponent that he cannot escape, unless he 
gives way to our arguments. By calling our 
arguments demonstrations^ we imply that he that 
rejects them must be deficient in some very im- 
portant good quality of mind or heart It is a 
most delicate and safe way of enjoying that 
pleasure in which the lower sort of people in- 
dulge, when they tell their adversary that he is 
rither a liar or a blockhead. 

All, however, is not passion and perverseness 
m the instances of mistaken assurance and posi- 
tiveness. A false view of our present position 
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in regard to the Christian Evidence, contributes 
greatly towards the practical error to which we 
have pointed. No notion is more common than 
that of the applicability of our Saviour's strong 
declarations against the unbelief of his contem- 
poraries — the witnesses of his miracles — to all 
periods and circumstances. Common sense de- 
clares loudly that those who saw the dead rise, 
the blind recover their sight, — and those who 
receive these miraculous fects through historical 
testimony, however strong, must be in totally 
different circumstances; that the perversity of 
the unbeliever who resisted the visible manifes- 
tation of the Holy Spirit, and blasphemed against 
it, must, generally speaking, be greater and 
more blameable than that of one wlio doubts 
facts, related to him in the writings of witnesses 
who lived eighteen centuries before him. But 
a felse policy^ which, from the earliest days of 
the church, began to injure the true interests of 
religion under the name of economy^ * continues 
to this day to deceive men, otherwise conscien- 

* The word used by the early ecclesiastical writers m^t be 
translated — management : i. e. such tampering with the means 
of persuasion as nurses will employ with children, no doubt, for 
the best purposes t 
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tious and pious, making them obstinate in the 
defence of positions, not because they are true, 
but for fear of consequences if they should be 
Abandoned. They imagine that men may be 
tightened into religious belief; and that no con- 
clusion is so readily admitted, as that which has 
eternal damnation for one of its premises. These 
men conceive that the less you grant to your 
opponent, the greater the chance of his sur- 
render : a fatal mistake, which has perpetuated 
many a fallacy against Christianity, which, by a 
more candid treatment, might have been ren- 
dered harmless. Hume's argument against the 
<a«<fibility of miracles, on which so much inge- 
nuity has been wasted, would, in our opinion, 
have lost its ever reviving sting, if the defenders 
<^ Christianity had granted that the experience 
of other men, which we cannot repeat for our- 
selves, and which disagrees with our habitual 
perceptions, cannot, by means of testimony, 
convey to the mind the same kind of certainty^ 
9S that which we derive from direct experiment 
It has been suggested somewhere, (and the view 
is extremely satisfactory to our mind,) that in 
Hume's argument, verisimilitude or likelihood is 
confounded with proof. We call that likely 
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which agrees in general characters with things 
which, in our minds, are undoubted truths. But 
every thinking man must be aware that very 
unlikely things come to pass, and may be proved 
to the utter conviction of our wondering and 
reluctant fancy. Nothing is more unlikely than 
a miracle ; for, the very essence of a miracle is 
its unlikelihood — its opposition in character to the 
class of phenomena which it breaks through and 
deranges. But likelihood* is the weakest of 
arguments. It is (we are told) more likely that 
some men should be impostors, than that any 
dead man should rise alive. This is the sub- 
stance of Hume's argument. But what then ? 
Must all positive proofs f that certain men were 
not impostors, and that a certain man under 
peculiar circumstances revived, having been dead, 
give way to mere verisimilitude? The most 
ignorant rustic would scarcely assume such a 
rule of belief. 

But we must return to our author. Though 
he has only , collected some useful hints upon the 
important subject of religious doubts, and thus 
lightly touched upon one of the obscurest ques- 

* lt»9t has the same etymological deriTation. 
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tions connected with theology, yet his own expe- 
rience has given him a great superiority above 
other writers of more fame and pretensions. 
'^ It has been painful for him (he assures the 
reader,) to force his mind into trains of reminis- 
cence, which, if he had consulted his own hap- 
piness solely, he would willingly have foregone.** 
This is feelingly expressed ; but time will pro- 
bably teach him, that the safest course with 
doubts, is to meet them boldly, and not to dis- 
miss them to some recess of the mind, there 
silently to grow and change shape, till, when we 
least expect it, they rush forward and startle us 
anew. Persons who once have doubted, must 
thoroughly examine their grounds of belief, 
before the great truths of Christianity strike 
again a deep root in their souls. The dove, 
which has winged its way out of the ark, may 
return too soon for its own peace. Fear or 
hunger may hasten her back to her cage ; but if 
she has strength of wing, and has begun to 
know the hand that feeds her, we would let her 
rove till she was fully satisfied that there is not 
a resting place for the sole of her foot 

The only safe antidote for doubt is the habit 
of acting in spite of it. This decision, in the 
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midst of difficulties, is the highest accomplish- 
ment of man in our present state ; and one of 
the strongest points of internal evidence in 
favour of Christianity, is the fact that, under 
the name of &ith, it has made the mental habit 
just described, the main spring of religious life. 
Whether we will or not, we are afloat on the 
ocean of existence; not a mere animal exist- 
ence, but one which evidently tends towards an 
invisible world. Winds and currents impel us 
in every direction, and no great depth of reflec- 
tion is required to perceive that it cannot be 
safe to surrender ourselves to every impulse. 
The superior part of our being must be our 
pilot A route must be made out, and some 
light, above the troubled sea in which we are 
tossed, must be made our pole-star. To those 
who have received Christianity, in its purer 
forms, as an inheritance, the Gospel must have 
been such a blessed guide from their infancy, 
that, unless their heart is shockingly perverted, 
Christ, as a moral guide, cannot at once lose all: 
claim to their love and reverence, in riper years. 
We are, indeed, fully aware that the opposition 
of Christians among themselves, — the metaphy- 
sical refinements of discordant theological sys- 
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tons, the remnants of popish notions among 
the Protestants who are proudest of their ortho- 
doxy, — and chiefly, the strict search into abstract 
belief, which the best Christian churches still 
consider as a point of the most vital importance 
—we know, alas ! that the ecclesiastical preju- 
dices of former ages are daily making a sad 
havoc in the flock of Christ We are fully 
aware that the unbelief which has spread far and 
wide over the most enlightened portions of the 
world, is much less the result of infidel books 
than of theological treatises — more the effect of 
the mistakes of friends, than of the misrepresent' 
taiions of enemies. But it is just in this state 
of things that true faith — that practical decision 
which derives its confidence from a highly cul- 
tivated moral feeling^ without a strictly logical 
demonstration — should become the guide of 
every doubting Christian. The life of many an 
intelligent person in the present state of the 
Christian world, must be a choice of difficulties. 
It is a gross and mischievous mistake to repre- 
sent Christian faith as a blind acquiescence, or 
an obstinate positiveness. Were it so, every 
day, every hour of the period which Providence 
has brought about by means of spreading civiK- 
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zation, would unfit thousands of souls for the 
reception of Christianity. No power on earth 
can re-establish the reign of blind faith. Yet 
the dominion of true Christian trust* will be- 
come coextensive with true civilization: — the 
light of heaven which shines from the Gospel^ 
cannot be obscured by the less bright rays of 
equally divine light, which are incessantly mak- 
ing progress not in an opposite, but a converging 
direction, till both streams shall join, and prove 
their common origin in their united glory. Let, 
therefore, every man that wishes to act ration- 
ally, purify his heart from gross animal propen- 
sities, and then use his reason under the consci- 
ousness of weakness and infirmity, addressing 
his desire of spiritual light to the eternal parent 
of his understanding. Having done this, or 
rather, being under this habitual discipline, let 
him 'examine the difficulties that surround both 
religion and unbelief. Let him compare them, 
whilst he applies the precepts of the Gospel to 
his heart — whilst he studies the character of 
Christ and his apostles — whilst he trains his 
mind to filial confidence in that God whom the 
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Gospel represents as proving his love to the 
world, through the life and death of his Son 
Jesus Christ. Let him do this honestly and 
fairly, just as far as his mental light and moral 
feeling, enable him; and then let him turn to 
the alternative of looking upon the world as the 
work of chance — upon himself as an intellectual 
being sprung from unconscious matter, aware of 
threatening death, subject to actual pain, seeking 
relief in deceitful hope, losing his physical 
powers when his moral feelings most want their 
support and cheering warmth, whilst a brazen, 
immoveable, unintelligent fate, forces him every 
moment towards the yawning gulph of eternal 
destruction. Let him again cast a glance on the 
light which has been held before him from the 
time when, still unconscious of life, he was con- 
secrated to heaven according to the Christian 
rites of baptism. He will, indeed, find it ob- 
scured by natural clouds, but more so by the 
coarse veils with which men have vainly at- 
tempted to skreen it from every blast of error ; 
but still he will see it " shining in darkness." 
He will observe that its rays are not of aii oppo- 
site nature to those glimmerings which break 
out in the material world, and, more than any- 

p 
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where else, in that invisible world with which 
we may be best acquainted — the human mind. 
During this course of moral observation, he 
most be cautious against the vain promises of 
men who engage to remove every difficulty by 
the light of revelaticm. No part of it has ever 
engaged to dispel the impenetrable cloud which 
separates man, during his animal life, from the 
throne of God. Even his only Son, the image 
of God's glory, is represented as coming to us 
under the mortal veil of our flesh, and subject 
to all our infirmities, sin excepted : for he 
came not to explain the mysteries of creation^ 
and the appearance of evil within its bounda- 
ries, but practically to teach how we should bear 
that evil through £uth, i. e. by trust in the God 
who permits it; — ^how we should prevent its 
increase by avoiding sin, — and how we should 
derive hope of forgiveness from the voluntary 
oblation, on the cross, of him who is caUed our 
Saviour. Divest all this of scholastic language 
— reject every statement which pretends to give 
these facts under a definite and logical outline ; 
remember that whatever is said of mental, spi- 
ritual, or heavenly subjects, (for these words 
are synonymous,) must be said metaphorically 
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and in a figure ; and let not your mind be dis- 
turbed by verbal di£Bculties. Compare, we say, 
these two views of the world, and of our own 
existence in it, and let the practical consequen- 
ces of such views possess gradually your heart, 
and direct your conduct Let the honest doubter 
try this method, assisting its influence by the 
practice of purity and benevolence ; and we will 
confidently trust him in the most deliberate exa- 
mination of infidel difficulties and arguments. 
Only he must not forget, whenever these diffi- 
culties stagger him, to ask the following ques- 
tion, as it were, of the infidel principle or writer 
who calls him away from Christ, — " Whereto is 
it that you engage to lead me ?" The doubter 
should then represent to himself vividly the 
moral and intellectual end and consummation of 
universal scepticism, and compare it with the 
result of pure Christianity, that is, of trust in 
God as we know him through, and in the person 
of Christ, accompanied by sincere obedience to 
his moral precepts. We do not promise the re- 
moval of even one abstract difficulty by this 
method; but we confidently promise that the 
difficulties of Christianity will morally and prac- 
tically appear to every honest mind as light as 
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the dust in the balance, compared with those of 
infidelity. 

We had intended to enter upon something 
like an analysis of the little work^ which want of 
room and of leisure, now compels us to leave to 
the judgment of our readers, after having re- 
commended it to their notice. It is, indeed, 
only a sketch, and that not quite perfect, of a 
most difficult and most interesting subject. But 
its very imperfections may contribute to its use- 
fulness ; for a more perfect and profound work 
on reliffious doubts might at present alarm the 
timid, and rabe a storm of bigotry and pre- 
judice. 
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Page 28. 

ON THE EVIL CONSEQUENCES OF PROFESSED CELIBACY. 

The passage of Cyprian, referred to in a note, is 
too shocking to be inserted, even in Latin. We 
subjoin one of Jerom, (which shall be left on pur- 
pose without a translation,) though that strange 
saint made it part of a letter to a young lady. 

Triate sed verum est* Unde in EcclesicLS Agapeta- 
rum pestis introiit f Unde sine nuptiis aliud nomen 
Uxorum f Immo unde novum Concubinarum genus f 
Plus inferam: unde Meretrices univirce? Eadem 
domoy uno cuhicuhy scepe uno teneniur et lectulo ; et 
suspiciosos nos vacant, si aliguid exisHmamus. Prater 
sororem virginem deserit. Ccelihem spemit Virgo 
germanum. Frairem quarit extraneum^ et quum in 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



214 

eodem pi^oposito esse se simuient, qtuFrunt alienorum 
spiritcde solatium^ ut domi habeant camale commer- 
cium. Ep. ad Eustoch. Tom. I. p. 139. D. ap. Bar- 
beyraCf Traits de la Morale des Peres, p. 278. 

It is given to understand in these Travels, that 
some Roman Catholics who would not take holy 
orders as long as they continued sincere believers, 
offered themselves for ordination, and became priests 
as soon as they secretly embraced infidelity. Jerom 
attests a fact quite analogous to this. 

Sunt alii (de met ordinis hominihus loqtuyr) qui 
ideo Presbtfterium et Diaconatum ambiuntf ut muU- 
eres licentius videank Ibid. ap. eund. 

Page 72. 

Uncertainty/ of the Romish PHndple of Certainty. 

The first manuscript contains that single argu- 
ment, on which every one who embraces the Pro- 
testant principle without popish limitations, will 
readily venture the decision of our controversy with 
the Roman Catholic Church. But it will probably 
be satb&ctory to some readers of these volumes to 
observe^ how effectually all the charges which the 
Traveller collected against ProtestantSf taken as an 
abstract unit, may be flung back upon the Churchy 
whose members have so repeatedly brought them 
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against those who reject the ckums of the Roman 
party. We shall insert, for this purpose, the trans- 
lation of a passage from Basnage, in his answer to 
the celebrated work of Bossuet, Les Variations des 
Egliaes Proiestanies. It is at the beginning of the 
fourth, and concluding part of Basnage's work ; a 
division entirely devoted to the history of the pecu- 
liar doctrines of Rome, shewing their gradual rise, 
as a proof of the variations of that Church. It is, 
however, inserted here as a very able and condensed 
statement of the numerous flaws which invalidate 
the pretended certainty of the Romanist Ride of 
Faith. 

" But there still remains another view, not less 
convincing than those hitherto laid open ; for M. de 
Meaux will be obliged to cancel his own history, 
and grant that we are right, when, in consequence 
of what we are about to state, it shall be proved 
that the Church of Rome has had variations on the 
principal heads of its doctrines. To shew this is our 
present task. 

" He objects to us (the Protestants in general,) 
that we have changed, and hence he infers that our 
religion is false. We shall, on our part, disclose the 
variations of his Church, touching only on the more 
important, (for they are innumerable,) and he will 
see that, according to his own principle, the Roma- 
nist religion must be false. He makes it a reproach 
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to us, that our synods and our divines found them- 
selves in difficulties when attempting to re-establish 
certain tenets. We shall lay before him similar 
embarrassments of his councils, especially that . of 
Trent He has stated at fail length the &nlt8 of 
our Reformers: we might fill whole volumes with 
the profligate lives of his Popes, and the corruptions 
of his Church. But we will content ourselves with 
making him perceive that, if we were inclined to 
bring forward accusations of that kind, they would 
be better founded than his charges against us. 
Lastly, he accuses us of having temporised with the 
Lutherans, * We shall prove that his Church has 
tampered much more with error, whenever her inte- 
rest required it. But that we may give our hbtory 
a weight which that of M. de Meaux can never 
have, we shall shew the recent date of the doctrines 
of the Roman Church, their origin, their progress, 
and lastly, their opposition with those of the ancient 
Church. Such is the plan of this fourth part I 
will not swell it by useless declamation, nor by a 
great number of arguments ; for, since history de- 
pends on facts, I shall only bring forward some from 
which the inferences against the Church of Rome 
are so natural, that the reader will draw them with- 
out my assistance. 

* M. Basnage was a French Calvinist— £!(/itor. 
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" There are in the Church of Rome five sources 
of faith ; but not one of them is properly estab- 
lished. The Holy Scriptures, which is the first, 
becomes insufficient by its being declared imperfect 
and obscure, submitting to be tortured and forced. * 
Tradition is in the same rank as the Scriptures ; but 
it must be explained by the Church : its truth and 
its true meaning must be warranted by the Church ; 
else tradition has no value. The Pope, with his 
supreme and infallible authority, is the third source 
of faith ; Jbr we can believe nothing unless we believe 
as a point of divine faith, that the Pope is the succes- 
sor of Saint Peter, f The Pope's infallibility is 
another article of faith. Yet the Church of Rome 
is so divided on this source of faith, that no one can 
depend upon it. It, therefore, becomes necessary 
to go to the Councils. But there are Councils which 
have decided that the infallibility, attributed to the 
Pope is imaginary ; a declaration which the parti- 
sans of the Pope do not deny. It is, therefore, 
unsafe to rely upon this source of faith. There is, 
however, in the fifth place, a party who maintain 
that the Universal Church is infallible. This asser- 
tion is, indeed, the most reasonable and true of all ; 



* The original words are also in Italics. They probably are 
the words used by Bossuet. — Editor, 
f Ludov. Capsensis, de fide disp. 2. §. 6. 
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for it is certain that the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail against the Church.* But it is a dii^olt th^ 
to ascertain the decisions of this Church, for it has 
never been assembled to draw up or to confirm any 
decision or point of &ith. And even so, (to use 
the language of a celebrated Jesuit,) it would be a 
great absurdity to maintain that the people htxve the 
power of making articles rf faith. Theoph. Rainard, 
punct 5. The authority of the Universal Churdi 
is thus rendered ujseless, as a source or rule of &ith. 
Nothing, therefore, is left to establish the ^th of 
nations, except to say that all these princii^es, 
imperfect in themselves, depend on each other, and 
by their union produce another principle, which is 
perfectly certain. But this would be to engage 
mankind in the examination of the Scripture and of 
tradition, which is impossible, and is, declared, dan- 
gerous. Every man, in that case, would be obliged 

* M. Basnage grants too much in this place, l^ allowing 
that if any kind of error was adopted by all the Christian 
Churches, or, (according to the common, but inaccurate lan- 
guage of divities,) by the Universal Church, hell would gain 
a complete triumph. The prevalence of this misinterpretation 
is chiefly owing to the word hell, which, without any founcb/- 
tion, is used in the sense of Gehenna, Christ promised that 
the gates o( hades, i. e. the power of death, should not pre- 
vail against his Church, or the general body of Christians. A 
number of men, led by the Spirit of Christ, sAiall never cease 
to exist This is the sense of the promise.— *jE«t/itor. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



219 

to consult the decrees of the Popes, the canons of 
the Councils, and, having read them, to ascertain 
that all the Christians who made up the Church 
agreed with him in his views. Here is enough to 
do for a peasant I Surely the examination required 
among Protestants — ^that examination against which 
so many objections are raised, is much shorter. 
And yet all this is nothing ; for, if the enquirer finds 
that some Papal decrees, or some definitions of 
councils are contrary to the word of God, what is 
he to do? To what authority shall he apply? 
Shall he go to the Pope ? But his decrees, by them- 
selves, cannot be a rule of faith ? Shall he go to 
the Councils ? But the canons of Councils are of no 
force without the consent of the Universal Church* 
And what will happen if the enquirer finds that the 
P^pal decrees, and the canons of a certain Council, 
establish a doctrine in the teeth of tradition, scrip- 
ture, and the belief of the Universal Church ? Shall 
he give the preference to the latter rules of ^th, on 
account of their number ? Suppose they are equally 
divided ; who shall decide between these two equal 
weights, since the authority of each is equal to that 
of any of the others ? 

*^ But, it will be said, this opposition is imaginary, 
and can never take place. Nevertheless, it has hap- 
pened already ; for, the fathers of the Council of 
Constance, acknowledged that they deprived the 
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laity of the sacramental cup against the express 
injunction of Christ, and against the tradition and 
practice of the Universal Church. Here then, we 
have on the one side a Council with the Pope, while 
the Church, Tradition, and the Scripture, are, on the 
other, as sources of an opposite faith. Besides, 
what sliall we do if one part of the Universal Church 
receives a Council, and another part rejects it ? Now 
this is not without example ; for the Latin Church 
rejected the fifth council held at Constantinople, 
under Justinian, and the Eastern Church received 
it. England and France condemned the 8th Council, 
which established the worship of images. The 
councils of Constance and Basle are received only 
in part Add to this, that if the consent of the 
Universal Church is necessary to give some autho- 
rity to the decisions of the Pope, or of the Councils, 
which seems now to be the opinion of the Gallican 
Church, this Church Universal must be obliged to 
examine the decisions of Councils. In this case the 
Universal Church is tiie judge of controversies, and 
the people must have an authority as great as that 
of the clergy and the Councils, since without the 
consent of the people, the acts of the Councils would 
not be valid. It was then very wrong of Popes and 
Councils — that of Trent, for instance, to add ana- 
themas to their canons, since their decisions could 
not have authority, till they were examined by the 
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Universal Church. The Council of Trent excom- 
municates every one who shall not receive all its 
decrees. That Council, therefore, excommunicates 
the Universal Church, conditionally, i. e. if it should 
reject its decrees ; at the same time it deprives the 
Church of her liberty to reject them. In feet, if the 
decrees of Popes and Councils have no force till they 
have been examined and confirmed by the Universal 
Church, all the decrees which have been published 
hitherto are null and void, since the Universal 
Church has never examined them with that degree 
of care which would be necessary in such an impor- 
tant matter. The Universal Church has never read 
the decrees of the Council of Trent. If it be said 
that the Church may give ittf consent without exa- 
mination, we find ourselves again either standing on 
the in^dlibility of Councils, and consequently chang- 
ing the basis of infallibility every moment, or ab- 
surdly making that infellibility rest on a blind acqui- 
escence, which requires no deliberation, and is 
allowed no choice. 

<< In spite of all this we hear an eternal boasting of 
the wonderful unity of the Roman Church — ^that 
Church which is thus divided on the very first prin- 
ciples and sources of its belief I In order to fill up 
the gap which she has made by weakening the 
authority of Scripture, that Church has introduced 
as principles of feith, a number of useless, because 
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insufficient, principles. This is acting like a step- 
mother, who, having deprived the children under 
her care of the last Will, which conveyed to them 
the inheritance of their fkther, shouM accumulate 
papers upon their hands, from which they could not, 
in the least, prove their rights. Hot, indeed, are the 
disputes of Roman Catholic divines upon the rule of 
faith; but the disputants can nei%r come to an 
agreement. The vaunted authority of the Church 
cannot put an end to these disputes, since that autho- 
rity is subject to doubt, whenever divines attempt to 
place it definitely anywhere. In this uncertainty as 
to where the authority of the Church is to be found, 
the laity cannot but be in a state of vacillation : for 
want of a definite principle on which to rest, they 
are obliged to content themselves with this fine name 
the Chwrchy and with a vague notion of infallibility. 
That infallibility is frequently mentioned, indeed, 
yet always under the secret ffear of enquiring too 
deep into it ; for it is suspected, with great reason, 
that it hides a bottomless abyss, out of which no 
man could hope to escape. 

" These general observations may suffice to show 
how obscure and uncertain is the Roman Catholic 
system of theology, in regard to the principle of 
faith. One professor of that theology will now and 
then quote the Scriptures ; another, entrenched be- 
hind the volumes of the fathers, contends that tradi- 
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tion is the fountain head of faith : adding, that it 
would be better if we did not possess the Bible. 
There are who contend that Tradition must be use- 
less, without the auUiority of the Pope to explain it. 
There are, also, who proclaim the authority of the 
Councils, as the representatives of the Church. 
Lastly, such as feel themselves' dislodged from all 
these positions, cry loudly that they believe what- 
ever the Church believes, without, however, know- 
ing what the Church is. What confusion I And 
this is called Unity'' Basnage, Hist, de la Religion 
des Eglises Reformees. Tom. ii. p. 266. 

Page 110. 

Tradition and Fathers. 

The question about tradition, like many others, 
has generally been carried on with more clamour 
than discrimination. Controversialists speak of tra- 
dition as if it were some one thing, though they 
really mean a collection of reports of the most 
various kinds, both in character and authority. On 
the other hand, the word tradition conveys to one 
party the notion of a never dying report of certain 
doctrines and practices — a report, indeed, miracu- 
lously protected from all mixture of felsehood and 
error ; — to the opposite party, the idea of a coUec- 
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tion of idle tales, unworthy of the least attention. It 
is therefore necessary, when we speak of tradition, 
to form a clear conception of what we mean by ihat 
word. Tradition, in the sense of the word Iliipado- 
<ri9, used in the New Testament, signifies instruction 
by word of mouth. That all the apostles employed 
verbal instruction for the propagation of Christi- 
anity, is too obvious to require proof. That if we 
had these verbal instructions authenticated to the 
same degree as we have their written instructions, 
both would be of equal authority, is quite }^ain. 
But as it is unquestionable that a written document 
is more to be depended upon than a verbal report ; 
— that ages do not invalidate certain proo& of authen- 
ticity in regard to written documents, while verbal 
reports lose their authority in proportion, not only 
to their age, but also to the number of their succes- 
sive reporters ; — ^as these are unquestionable princi- 
ples, Protestant Christians are justified in denying 
that trctditiony or verbal reports of the apostolical 
teaching, can, in the least, be compared with the 
written reports of the apostolical doctrines which we 
have in the New Testament. This is the real state 
of the question. If we are told that the verbal tra- 
dition, which the Church of Rome raises to an equa- 
lity with the Scriptures, is mi^rtcuUms; all that a 
Protestant has to do is to demand sufiicient proofs of 
that miracle. Conjectures, inferences, will not do 
in such a case. 
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But is not tradition recorded in the writings* of 
the FcUhers f Traditions^ i. e. reports of all kinds- 
reports of opinions, reports of practices — are cer- 
tainly recorded in the writings of the Fathers. But 
in what do these reports differ from other human 
reports ? Little as we kno.^ of other early Christian 
writings, except those which the prevalent party 
preserved, the Fathers themselves inform us, that 
those who were called Hereticsy alleged Apostolical 
Tradition for their doctrines. Such was the asser- 
tion of many, (perhaps of all,) the Gnostics. We 
know this of Basileides and Valentinus. How then 
could the Fathers oppose these Traditioiud doc- 
trines ? By their own Tradition ? Tradition against 
Tradition would be an endless contest : especially as 
the Heretics would object that the Orthodox could 
not well settle the respective value of their own 
contending Traditions. The Orthodox^ i. e. the pre 
dominant Church, was long divided about the cele- 
bration of Easter, because the Asiatic Churches fol- 
lowed a Tradition derived from the Apostle John, 
and the Western Churches, a Tradition derived 
from the Apostle Paul. Now, it is impossible to 
conceive a case better adapted to uninterrupted 
Tradition, since the festival of Easter must have 
been celebrated every year since the times of the 
Apostles. And yet Victor, Bishop of Rome, ex- 
communicaited the Churches of Asia, because they 

S 
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did not agree with him. Suppose, however, (what 
is not a &et,) that there existed uninterrupted re- 
ports of certain doctrit^es delivered only verbally by 
the apostles, they would be reports made in the 
words of the reporters. But we well know, tiiat a 
single word added or neglected, an ornamental 
figure of speech, an interpretation of the reporter, 
introduced with the best intentions, may alter a 
doctrinal statement, so as not to be recognized by 
the original teacher of the doctrine. Sum up the 
chances of such additions, wrong illustrations, and 
mistakes in the course of many centuries, and then 
calculate the unreasonableness of supposing the sal- 
vation of mankind to depend on the acceptance of 
such TradUion! 

Did not experience teach us the contrary, we 
might imagine that the Tradition^ or report, of 
ecclesiastical writers might be depended on, when it 
conveyed matters of feet. Fortunately, we possess 
sufficient proof to save ourselves from this plausible 
delusion. Nor, are people condemned to search for 
these proofs in the formidable folios of the Rithers 
themselves. Were it not for the power of party 
violence, clamour and calumny, to frighten the mass 
of Christian readers away from certain books which 
cannot otherwise be answered, the facts here alluded 
to would be femiliar to every lover of good and 
genuine English writing. Middletons Free In- 
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quiryy ^ contains enough to satisfy any candid and 
not superstitious mind, that the early Christian 
writers, called Fathers^ must not be trusted as unex- 
ceptionable witnessesy either of fcuits which they 
assert to have been traced by Tradition to the Apos- 
tles themselves, ' or, much less on the subject of doc- 
trines which agreed with the growing corruptions of 
their own times. As it would be difficult to present 
a specimen, of Tradition equally well in other words 
th£ui those of Middleton himself, we shall take leave 
to insert part of a passage relating to Irenseus ; re- 
questing the reader, whether Protestant or Roman 
CatholiCf not to content himself with this quotation, 
but to go to the work itself for information op this 
important subject We shall omit the original autho- 
rities which Middleton gives at the bottom of the 



" Iren^eusy whose character and doctrines come 
next to be considered, was, of all the Fathers, whose 
works still remain to us, the most diligent collector 
and assertor of Apostolic traditions. And in truth. 



* A Free Inquiry into the Miraculous Powers which are sup- 
posed to have subsisted in the Christian Church from the ear- 
liest Ages, through several successive Centuries ; to which is 
added, A Letter from Rome, shewing an exact conformity 
between Popery and Paganism, &c. &c. By Congers Mid- 
dleton, D.D. London, Sherwood and Co. 1825. 
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as far as his judgment and veracity may be relied 
upon, he seems to have been well qualified for thai; 
character; being acquainted, as he tells us, with 
several, who had conversed &miliarly with the Apos- 
tles, and curious also to inform himself, of all the 
particular doctrines which they had ever taught by 
word (tf mouth. < He lived, says Mr. Dodwell, so 
near to the times of the Apostles, as to be able to 
transmit their doctrines to posterity with certainty 
and fidelity, as they were delivered to him by oral 
tradition, from their immediate successors and dis- 
ciples.' Yet Photius, one of the ablest critics of his 
own, or any other age of the Church, has intimated 
a different character of him in the following short 
censure upon his writings ; in which, he thought it 
necessary, he says, to advertise the reader, that in 
some of them, the purity of truth with respect to eecU- 
siasiicaJ doctrines, is adulterated by his false and spu- 
rious reasonings. But the following instances of 
the doctrines, which he delivers, as orthodox and 
apostoUc, will be the surest rule of determining his 
real character, as well as the proper degree of credit 
which may be due to his testimony. 

" He afiirms then, that our Saviour lived to an 
old age, or was fifty years old at the least, at the 
time of his crucifixion ; which he attempts to prove, 
first, from the reason of the thing ; * that as Christ 
came to save all men, of all ranks and degrees, so it 
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was necessary, that he should pass through all the 
several stages of life, that he might be a pattern to 
them all: 2(ily, from the unanimous tradition and 
positive testimony of all the old men, who had lived 
with St. John, and the other Apostles, from whom, 
he says, they all received this account, and con- 
stantly bore witness to the truth of it.' Yet this 
unanimous tradition^ so solemnly vouched by this 
venerable Father, is as certainly false, as the Gos- 
peb are true. Dr. Whitby, after he has produced 
this same passage, cries out, as it were, with asto- 
nishment. 'Behold here, according to IrensBus, 
how all the Elders of Asia testify with one voice, 
that they had received from St. John and the other 
Apostles, a tradition, concerning a fact manifestly 
false ! behold an apostolic man, professing to prove 
from St John's Gospel, things not only contradic- 
tory to that Gospel, but to the articles of our creed,' 
&c The learned Cave also, in his life of Irenaeus, 
tells us, 'that he was betrayed into this error,-^. 
partly from a mistaken report, which he had some- 
where picked up, (and it may be from his master 
Pojpias) and partly out of opposition to his adversa- 
ries, who maintained that our Saviour staid no 
longer upon earth, than till the thirty-first year of 
his age ; against whom the eagerness of disputation 
tempted him to make good his assertion from any 
plausible pretence,' &c. 
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" He asserts likewise the doctrine of the MiUen- 
nium, in the grossest sense of it, from the same 
authority of a tradition, handed down to him by all 
the old men, who had conversed with St, John, and 
heard him relate, what our Saviour himself used to 
teach concerning it : of which he has recorded the 
following passage : * The days will come, in which 
there shall grow vineyards, having each 10,000 vine 
stocks ; and each stock, 10,000 branches ; each 
branch, 10,000 shoots : each shoot, 10,000 bunches ; 
each bunch, 10,000 grapes ; and each grape squeezed 
shall yield twenty-five measures of wine ; and when 
any of the saints shall go to pluck a bunch ; another 
bunch will cry out, I ain a better, take me, and 
bless the Lord through me. In like manner a grain 
of wheat sown shall bear 10,000 stalks ; each stalk, 
10,000 grains ; and each grain 10,000 pounds of the 
finest flour ; and so all other fruits, seeds and herbs 
in the same proportion, &c. These words, says he, 
Papias, a disciple of St. John, and companion of 
Polycarp, an ancient man, testifies in writing in his 
fourth book, and adds, that they are credible to 
those who believe.' The pious and cautious Dr. 
Grabe remarks on this occasion, Uhat what Irenaeus 
says here about the stalks of grain, will be thought 
an argument of straw by those, to whom such things 
appear incredible : but, that we ought not however, 
either to deny or affirm any thing rashly.' But 
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BUsebius gives a frank and clear solution of the 
matter, by informing us, that Papias was a weak 
many of a very shaMow understandings as it appeared 
from his writings^ and by mistaking the meaning of 
the apostlesy imposed these siUy traditions on Irenceus, 
and the greatest part of the Ecclesiastical tvriters, 
who reflecting on the age of the man, and his near ap- 
proajch to the apostles, were drawn by him into the 
same opinions'' 

Page 114. 

Destruction of Books. Persecuting Spirit ofAugus- 
tin ; of Ambrose ; of Synesius. 

In a law of Areadius (lex. xxxvi. de hseret A. D. 
398,) there is this clause against the books which 
contained the opinions of various sects therein 
named. Persons who either kept such books, or did 
not inform against those who retained them, were 
condemned to death. (Libros.,.) summa sagacitate 
mox quceri ac prodi, exerta auctoritate mandamus, 
sub aspectibus eorum Qusreticorum, scilicet) Judican* 
turn incendio mox cremandos. Ex guibus si qui forti 
aliquid qualibet occasione vel fraude occtUtasse, nee 
prodidisse convincitur, sciat se, velut noxiorum codi- 
cum, et malefidi crimine conscriptorum, retentatorum 
(retentorem ?) capite esse plectendum. 

" We command, by the ftilness of our authority, 
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that (such books) be immediately sought after with 
the utmost diligence, and delivered up, to be burnt 
by the Judges, in a fire made by themselves, under 
the eyes of the heretics. But if any one of them 
should be found to have concealed such books under 
any pretence or fraud, and not to have delivered 
them up, let him be aware that he shall be punished 
with death, as those who retam books of magic and 
witchcraft." 

" But, (says Godefroy, on this law,) as to the 
custom of burning condemned books, innumerable 
authorities are found, which have been collected by 
the industry of others." He attributes some of 
these persecuting laws to the petitions of John 
Chrysostom, others to Nectarius, the predecessor of 
Chrysostom, in the See of Constantinople : and adds, 
that ^^ in the same manner, most of the laws on 
Church matters respecting the West, may be safely 
attributed to the exhortations of the Bishops of 
Rome and Milan." 

Cceteroquin de more cremandorum improhfxke lecH- 
onis lihrorwn innwnera loca ocourrtmtf qtUB aUorum 
diligentia congessiL The passage relating to the 
original promoters of the persecuting laws, concludes 
thus. Haitd alitor in occidente Homanorwn et Medi- 
olanensium Episcoportmi, exhortatitmi^ pleraque de 
rehus ecdesiasHcis consHtutiones iutd tribuaniur. Vide 
Gothofr. annotationes ad leg. 20. De hsereticis. But 
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the persecuting spirit of St. Ambrose, who boasts of 
having hunted the heretics out of every town, is 
well known. The cruel zeal of Augustin, in the 
latter part of his life, appears in his letters. 

Some of the most severe laws of Honorius against 
heretics, were published at the request of St Au* 
gustin, and, through his &vour with Olympius, the 
murderer of Stilicho. See Aug. ep. 129. ad Olym- 
pium. Wavering between a disposition not cruel by 
nature, and the unfeeling zeal of orthodoxy, after he 
had obtained the laws which punished heresy with 
death, he requested one of the African Proconsuls, 
Donatus, not to expose the heretics too soon to 
eternal punishment, by killing them. He, never- 
theless, recommends a sound chastisement. In the 
epistle, numbered in some editions 127, he says: 
Unde etc occasione terribiiium Judicum ac Legum ne 
€BtemiJudicii pomoi inddafU, corrigi eos cupimus non 
necarty nee discipUnam circa eos negligi volumitSy nee 
suppliciis quihus digni sunt exerceri, <^ Henccy lest by 
the intervention of the ten*ihle Judges and lawsy these 
people may fall into the punishment of the eternal 
judgment, we tvish them to be chastised, but not killed; 
Md neither thai the proper discipline be neglected, nm' 
the last punishment which they deserve, be executed.'** 

* " His name," said Lady Margaret, « is Cuthbert Headrigg 
I wish the lad no severe bodily injury ; but incarcera^ 
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, It is still more curious to observe with what zeala 
bishop who, about the same period, was reckoned 
orthodox by compromise of the Church, could join 
the hue and cry of persecution. Synesius, bishop 
of Ptolemais, when requested to accept that See, 
had openly declared that he would not give up his 
wife, would not believe in the resurrection from the 
dead, and would indulge in field sports of which he 
was particularly fond. This protest was acquiesced 
in for the sake of the credit which his feme as a 
philosopher would bring to the Church. But, no 
sooner is Synesius made bishop, than he places 
himself at the head of the ecclesiastical hunt in his 
diocese, and whoops on his clergy to scent out the 
heretics. These metaphors are not used wantonly ; 
they are in the bishop's own taste : fierekOere t«s 
ylra)pa9 plvrfKaTovvre^, Synes. ep. 5. See Beausobre, 
Hist, du Manicheisme, t. ii. p. 568. See also Gib- 
bon, (in 12 vols.) vol. 3. p. 299. 



tion, or even a few stripes would be a good example in this 
neighbourhood.*' It must, however, be said, in justice to the 
old Lady, that she had not, like the old Father, demanded pre- 
viously a law, punishing the heretics with death. 
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Page 115. 

First Legal Definition of the Catholic Church. 

Cunctos populos quos Clementiae nostrse regit 
temperamentum in tali volumus religions versari, 
quam Divum Petrum (some Greek MSS. add Ilav- 
Xovy i. e. Paulum,) Apostolum tradidisse Romanis, 
religio usque nunc ab ipso insinuata declarat : quam- 
que Pontificem Damasum sequi claret, et Petrum 
Alexandrine Episcopum virum apostolicse sanctita- 
tis : ut secundum apostolicam disciplinam, erangeli- 
camque doctrinam, Patris, et Filii et Spiritus Sancti 
unam Deitatem sub parili magestate, et sub pja Tri- 
nitate credamus. Hanc legem sequentes Christia- 
novum Catholicorum nomen jubemus amplecti: re- 
liquos vero dementes vesanosque judicantes, haere- 
tici dogmatis infamiam sustinere; nee coneiliabula 
eorum Ecclesiarum nomen accipere : divina primiim 
vindicta, post etiam motus nostri, quem ex eoelesti 
arbitrio sumpserimus, ultione plectendos.'* 

TRANSLATION.* 

<< It is our will that all the nations which are 

* If the English reader should find the translation of this and 
other laws from the Theodosian code awkard and inflated, we 
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under the rule of our clemency, shall live in the 
profession of that religion, which the belief insi- 
nuated by Saint Peter down to this moment^ de- 
clares to have been delivered by him (and by Paul) 
to the Romans ; and which is known to be followed 
by the Pontiff Damasus, and by Peter, Bishop of 
Alexandria, a^ man of apostolic sanctity : namely, 
that, according to apostolic teaching and evangelical 
doctrine, we should believe the one Deity of the 
Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, under 
an equal majesty^ and under a pious Trinity. We 
command such as follow this law to take the name of 
Catholic Christians : but, judging the rest to be mad 
and raving, we order them to bear the in&my of 
heretical tenets, and we ftwrbid their conventicles from 
taking the name of Churches ; leaving them to be 
punished, in the first place, by divine vengeance, 
and then, according to the impulse which we may 
receive from our celestial free will.*'* 

Baronius calls this law, auream scmctionemy phtm 
et sakUare edictum — a golden sanction, a pious and 

beg him to remember that the original is written in a style of 
the utmost affectation and bad taste.-^J^<fttor. 

* Such is the true meaning of the words ex ccelesti arbitrio, 
as any one may ascertain from the comparison of this with other 
laws of the Theodosian code. The extravagance of the titles 
which the emperors gave themselves, is not exceeded by the 
style of the Chinese Court — Editor, 
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wholesome proclamation. But, if he had thought a 
moment, without prejudice, he would have found an 
unquestionable proof that the notions of Catholic 
Unity and Orthodoxy, a* depending on the Church 
of Romey were not established when this law was 
passed. Orthodoxy, according to this golden sanc' 
tion, depends on holding the doctrine of the Trinity. 
That the bishop of Rome, and the bishop of Alex- 
andria held that doctrine is stated only as a fact, 
under the implied admission that it might not have 
been so. These observations are introduced how- 
ever, by the way, and, as rhetoricians call it, ex 
abundanii. The non existence of the Romanist t^t 
of Orthodoxy, is proved beyond doubt, by the want 
of positive and direct proofs of its having been 
divinely appointed. 

Page 120. 

First mention of Inquisitors of the Faith, 

The law in which the nan^e of Inquisitores is used 
in connection with the supposed crime of heresy, is 
the 9th of the title De hareticis, in the Theodosian 
code. It was published A.D. 382. The modern 
Inquisition is only upon a level with that of Theodo- 
sius the Great, It was in vain that the unfortunate 
heretics sought refuge in deserts. Their thus avoid- 
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ing their mortal enemies, the Orthodox, was an 
aggravation of their guilt. QuisqtUs Manichem^um 
vita solitarice falsitate, castum bonorum fugit, ac se- 

cretas urbes (turbos?) eligit pessimorum legi 

subjugetur ut intestabilis vivcU, nihil vivtis impendai 
(i. e. donet) inlicitis; nihil moriens reUnqucU indig- 

nes Hcec de solitariis.''^ " So much for the 

Manichean solitaries/' Now for the Encratitce, a 
kind of heretical monks, who, as their name implies, 
led a life of mortification ; and, probably^ abstained 
from wine even at the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper. The law ordains that these men, when con- 
victed, upon moderate^ or (as another law expresses 
it,) slight evidence, shall be condemned to death with- 
out the least hope of pardon. Refviatos judicio, 
proditos crimine, vel in mediocri vel levi argumento 
(sic et fe;r 28 efusdem tit.j[) vestigio facinoris htyus 
inventos, swnmo supplicio et inexpiabili pcend jubemus 

* " Any Manichean who, on pretence of a solitary life, flies 
the company of good men, and chooses the crowds of the 
worst, shall be subject to this law, so as to be incapable of mak- 
ing a will, of making any donation to those whom the law dis- 
qualifies, or leave anything to the unworthy." 

f The law here referred to is worthy of attention, as it con- 
tains a definition of heresy — a logical problem of no small dif- 
ficulty. 

The emperor Areadius, to remove all doubt, says, HcBretico^ 
rum vocabulo continentur, et latis adversus eos sanctioni- 
bus debent auccumbere, qui vel levi argumento a judicio 
Catholicce religionis et tramite detectifuerint deviare, " Under 
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affligi. In order to reduce this law to practise, the 
emperor commands the respective governors of the 
provinces to dispatch Inquisitors^ to open the courts 
of justice, to receive the witnesses and informers, 
exempting them from the disgrace attached to that 
office in other cases, and without any regard to the 
common law, which did not allow prosecution when 
a certain time had elapsed. The law concludes by 
urging the governors to make the most diligent 
search after persons who did not come to Church at 
Easter, who should, without hesitation^ be classed 
with, the heretics whom this law condemns. Suhli- 
mitas tua det InquisitoreSf aperictt forum^ judices 
(read indices) denuntiatoresque sine invidi^i delaiionis 
accipiat, nemo prescribtione communi exordium accu- 

scUionis hujus refringat ac summd exphratione 

rimetur ut quicumque in unum Paschce diem non ohse- 
quenti religione convenerint tales indubitanter, quotes 
hoc lege damnavimus, habeantur. As there are no 
limits to the fancies and cruelties of Orthodoxy when 



the name of Heretics are comprehended, and thereby subjected 
to all the punishments enacted against such, those who may be 
found to deviate from the judgment and path of the Catholic 
religion, even on a slight matter." (Leg. 28. de Haeret). The 
emperor had not yet learnt the definition of the Catholic reli- 
gicm, as the world has it now in the first Travels of the Irish 
Gentleman, namely, the religion of the Bishop of Rome and 
his Church. 
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armed with power, the unfortunate followers of the 
condemned tradition of the East, about the proper 
day to celebrate Easter, were declared, a few years 
after, worse than all other heretics, by a law of 
Theodosius II. (Lex 24 de Paganis). These dis- 
senters are said to be " worse than all heretics, be- 
cause they diflfer from all on the venerable day of 
Easter." Ornnibus fujereticis hac und persucusione pe- 
jores, quod in, venerahili die Paschce ah omnibus dis- 
sentiant. 

It is, indeed, impossible to give an adequate idea 
of the violence with which the Orthodox emperors 
(unquestionably at the instigation of the Bishops,) 
persecuted all dissenters. Whoever wishes to be 
thoroughly acquainted with the spirit of Orthodoxy ^ 
should read the laws themselves in the Theodosian 
code. The learned and Catholic Commentator Go- 
defroy, will frequently assist the reader in tracing 
these laws to the contemporary Saints. Some of 
them, according to Godefroy, were obtained through 
the zeal of Gregory Nazianzen, who was afterwards 
doomed to taste the bitter finiits of ecclesiastical per- 
secution. Nothing short, however, of enlightened 
Christian principle, can extirpate the root of perse- 
cution from the human heart Gregory would have 
persecuted again, if he had recovered the pow«r to 
do so. 
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Page 133. 

» 
Vigilantifis. 

The account which Jerom gives of Vigilantius's 
tenets, is thus stated by Middleton,* who takes it 
from Jerom. 

" That the honour paid to the rotten bones and 
dust of the saints and martyrs, by adoring, kissing, 
wrapping them up in silk and vessels of gold, lodg- 
ing them in their churches, and lighting up wax 
candles before them, after the manner of the hea- 
thens, were the ensigns of idolatry. 

" That the celibacy of the clergy was an heresy, 
and their vows of chastity the seminary of lewdness.f 

" That to pray for the dead, or to desire the pray- 
ers of the dead, was superstitious : and that the souls 
of the departed saints and martyrs, were at rest, in 
some particular place, whence they could not re- 
move themselves at pleasure, so as to be present 
every where to the prayers of their votaries. 

" That the sepulchres of the martyrs ought not to 

* Free Inquiry, postscript to Introd. Disc. page. c. 

f See this confinned by the statement of Saint Cyprian, in 
the epistiie above quoted (ep. xi. lib. 1.) in words which, eyen 
in the original Latin, decency forbids to copy. — Editor, 

R 
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be worshipped, nor their fasts and vigils to be ob- 
served. 

" That the signs and wonders, said to be wrought 
by their relics, and at their sepulchres, served to no 
good end or purpose of religion." 

To judge of the spirit in which Jerom used his 
pen against Vigilantius it would be necessary to 
transcribe his work against that early Protestant* 
He calls him a Samaritan, a Jew, a monster. He de- 
clares that Vigilantius's tongue ought to be cut out. 
Forgetting his own raving he protests that his antago- 
nist ought to be confined as a madman, and that he 
was possessed by a Demon. He complains that Vigi- 
lantius*s Bishop acquiesces in his views, instead of dash- 
ing him to pieces with the apostolic rod, and with a rod of 
iron. That a man who uses this language would not 
scruple to misrepresent the doctrines of Vigilantius to 
the utmost of his power, cannot be doubted. His 
object was to excite the zeal of the Christian poptb- 
lace, a numerous class at ajl times, and particularly 
ignorant and superstitious at a period when every 
thing connected with literature and knowledge was 
rapidly declining. Vigilantius, however, must have 
been very unassailable by calumny since we find his 
antagonists unable to bring other accusations. Putting 
therefore aside the foul abuse of the enraged soli- 
tary of Bethlehem, let us notice the feet which he 
lets out, namely, that Vigilantius was not the only 
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Protestant of his time, but that he was followed even 
by bishops, who in the exercise of their functions 
adhered to the principles of the primitive Christians, 
and protested against the new traditions. ^' O shame I 
They say Vigilantius has bishops who are accom- 
plices of his crime ; if indeed, such persons deserve 
the name of bishops, who refuse to ordain deacons^ 
unless they be first married.*" Proh nefasy Episco- 
pos sui sceUris diciiur habere consortes; si tamen 
Episcopi nominandi sunt, qui non ordinant diaconos^ 
niaiprius whores ducant. 

It has been said in the body of these Travels that 
Jerom shows a strange indifference to the profligacy 
which the Vigils encouraged. As if these practices 
were the very essence of religion, he consents to 
allow vice to grow and spread under their shadow, 
rather than grant that the Church should not tole- 
rate religious wakes, which even pagan philosophers 
had condemned. Nevertheless, Jerom who was so 
well acqusdnted with the character and results of the 
vigils as to advise one of his female correspondents 



* This is still the practice of the Greek Church. It seems 
to have been the middle step between the original Christian 
freedom, and the growing notion that persons in Holy Orders 
could not be allowed to marry. They might be ordained 
though they had a wife, they might keep her as long as she 
lived ; but to be married in Orders, could not be endured. — 
Editor. 
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not to pennit her daughter to stir from her ; no not 
so much as a Jinger's breadth at these festivals — ^that 
very man, defends them against Vigilantius, and 
almost laughs at the consequences. In a jeering 
tone which would be unbecoming in a heathen 
writer, he scorns at the idea of interrupting these 
hoh^ wakeSf because they afforded an easy opportu- 
nity to the commission of crimes. Error awtem et 
culpa juvenumy vilissimarumque mulierum^ qui per 
noctem scepe deprehenditur, non est religiosis homini- 
bus imputandus, quia et in mgiliis PaschcB tale ^pdd 

fieri plerumque convindtur Non vigHemus itaque 

diebus PaschcBy ne expectcUa diu aduJterorum desideria 
compleantur; ne occasionem pecca/ndi uxor inveniaty 
ne maritali non possit recludi cUxoe. Ardentius expe- 
titur quidquid est rarius. Would not this principle 
justify all the facilities which the most immoral 
governments have afforded to profligacy ? Yet such 
a principle is proclaimed by a Saint and a Father of 
the Churchy and the Church itself b allowed to be 
made the means of putting it into practice I 
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Page 188. 

Relics. 

The following is a true copy of an original certi- 
ficate granted by the keeper of the papal Sacrarium, 
the Pope's treasury of relics. The original is a 
printed paper, with blanks filled up in handwriting. 
The arms of the certifying Bishop are printed at 
the top of the certificate. The abbreviations and 
mispellings in the fiUing up of the blanks, are here 
preserved. 

Fr. Joseph Perugini, Ordinis Eremitarum Sancti 
Augustini, Dei et Apostolicae sedis Gratia, Episco- 
pus Porphyriensis, Sacrarii Apostolic! Proefectus, 
SS. D. N. Praelatus Domesticus, ac Pontificis Solio 
Assistens. 

Universis et singulis nostras literas inspecturis 
fidem fiicimus indubiam, atque testamur, qualiter 
Nos, ad m^jorem Omnipotentis Dei gloriam, Sanc- 
torumque suorum Venerationem, dono dedimus, 
atque concessimus, paxticulas ex colunma D. N. J. 
Xpti, ex veste B. M. V. ex PaUio S. Joseph. Spons. 
B. M. v., e^ ossibus S. Sebastiam Mart ex authen- 
ticis locis extractas legitimeque recognitas quas re- 
verenter reposuimus in Theca auric^. de arg^*^ ovalis 
fig^. unico cryst^. mun*. bene dausa et fimiculo 
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serico coloris rubri colligata, nostro in cera rabra 
hyspanica impresso. sigillo obsignata, cum &oultate 
iUas apud se retinendi, aliis donandi, et in quaeum- 
que Ecclesia, Oratorio, aat Capella publice Christi 
fid^lium venerationi exponendi et collocandL In 
quorum fidem has prassehtes Litteras nostra manu 
subscriptas, nostroque sigiilo munitas, per infrascrip- 
tum Seeretarium nostrum expediri mandavimus* 
Datum Romse hac die 7 Maij, 1826. 
Gratis P. J. Episc*. Porphyr. 

L. S. Dom"'. Contessabile, Sec"'. 



Translation. 

Friar Joseph Perugini, of the Order of Hermits of 
Saint Augustin, by the grace of God and the Apos- 
tolic See, Bishop of Porphjrrione,* Superintendant 



* As many readers may be glad to have some information 
concerning certain things mentioned in the above documents, 
we will endeavour to illustrate a few points, beginning by the 
title of the certifying Bishop. When a bishop is wanted, 
either to assist a Prelate i^ose diocese is too extensive, or whose 
age and infirmities prev^it the exercise of his episcopal func- 
tions, a Priest is consecrated, and appointed to an ancient see, 
the diocese of which is in the dominions of the Mahometan 
powers. The names of those sees are generally taken from the 
signatures or subscripHona at the end of the Acts of ancient 
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of the apostolic Sacrarium, Domestic Prelate to 
our most Holy Lord, and assistant at the pontifical 
throne. 

To all and every one who shall see these our pre- 
sent letters, we bear witness, and give unquestion- 
able assurance that, to the greater glory of Almighty 
God, and veneration of his saints, we have given 
away, and granted some particles of the column of 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; of the dress of the blessed 
Virgin Mary ; of the cloak of Saint Joseph, the 



Councils. These Prelates, without Churches, are said to be 
Bishops in partibus infiddium. They may perform all the 
episcopal functions when commissioned to do so by the Bishops 
of the diocese where they may happen to be. PorphyrUme or 
Porphyrion seems to be an island in the Propontis or Sea of 
Marmora. In further illustration, we shall insert a passage 
from a book lately printed at Rome, in English, with the fol- 
lowing title. Explanation of the ceremonies of the Holy 
Week in the chapels of the Vatican: and of those on Easter 
Sunday, in the Church of St, Peter ; by the Right Reverend 
John England, D. D. Bishop of Charlestown, U, S, A, Hono- 
rary Member of the Rom. Pont, academy of Archceology etc* 
etc. Rome 1833, by Francis Bourlie. Printed for the 
foreign Catholic Library, The author mentions the Prelates 
"who sit or stand on the steps" of the Papal throne, &c. 
« Amongst these (he proceeds) are generally two of the do- 
mestic prelates of his holiness viz. his almoner, who is generally 

an Archbishop in partibus infidelium the other is the 

sacristan of his holiness, who is, since the time of Pope 
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husband of the blessed Virgin Mary, and of the 
bones of Saint Sebastian the Martyr, which we have 
reverently laid in a silver box gilt, of oval shape, 
furnished with a single glass, well closed, bound 
with a silk thread, and bearing the impression of 
our seal on red sealing wax; with the power of 
keeping those relics, of giving them to others, and 
of exhibiting and publicly placing them to the vene- 
ration of Christ's faithful people in any church, ora- 
tory or chapel. In witness of which we have com- 
manded that these, our 'letters, be prepared by our 



Nicholas IV., about 1290, an Augustinian friar, generally bishop 
of Porphyry, in partibus," 

We have to add only one explanation more. As few Pro- 
testants will be able to guess what it is that the certificate deno- 
minates the Column of our Lord Jesus Christ, we must inform 
them that there is a tradition that our Saviour when scoui^ed, 
before the crucifixion, was bound by the Roman soldiers to a 
column. It seems the Pope, among many other such curi- 
osities, possesses this identical column. We shall have to 
mention again the curious little book of Dr. England, or more 
properly speaking his two different tracts, one on the ceremo- 
nies of the mass, and the other, tiiat of which we have given 
the titie. The Right Reverend Bishop does, of course, every 
thing in his power to give meaning and dignity to the shows 
he describes. But, in spite of his efforts, we are convinced 
that, if his littie book had been published some time ago, our 
firiend, the Irish Traveller, might have saved himself his 
journey to Rome by reading it — Editor, 
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secretary^ signed with our own hand> and confirmed 
by our seal. Given at Rome, this day, 7th of May, 
1826. Gratis. 

(The seal) 

FViar JosefA, Bishop of PorjAyrion. 

Dominick Contessabile, Sec^ 



THB END 
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